
DECEMBER SUNRISE/SUNSET: 7:11 • 5:40 7:12 • 5:40 7:12 • 5:41 7:13 • 5:41 7:13 • 5:42 7:14 • 5:42 7:14 • 5:43
VOL. 27, NO. 25 SANIBEL & CAPTIVA ISLANDS, FLORIDA DECEMBER 20, 2019

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
FT MYERS, FL
PERMIT #5718

Postal Customer
ECRWSS

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

NEWSPAPER
Sanibel & Captiva Islands

Support
Our Island 

Businesses
SHOP LOCAL

Holiday Sneak 
Peek: Museum  
To Reopen
by Jeff Lysiak

While many people will be 
spending the next couple of days 
shopping for the final items to 

cross off their holiday gift lists, a few 
lucky folks have already completed that 
task. Count the staff of Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum among those 

lucky ones. 
In fact, they are so eager to give their 

“gift” to the community that they plan 
to do so in the days before Santa Claus 
and his reindeer-driven sleigh arrive on 
Sanibel.

The museum is putting the finishing 
touches on its general construction 
and hopes to reopen this Saturday, 
December 21 with more programs, 
exhibits and activities than ever before, 
including a new exhibit titled Coral 
Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea. Visitors 
are encouraged to check the website at 
www.shellmuseum.org for updates or call 

the museum at 395-2233. Daily beach 
walks are always available and may be 
reserved by calling the museum. 

“I can’t wait to open our doors 
again,” said Executive Director Dorrie 
Hipschman, standing in front of the 
museum last Friday morning. “I miss 
seeing all of our visitors, especially the 
locals who stop by all the time. It will 
be good to get back to normal again, 
welcoming back the entire community 
who has been such great friends and 
neighbors to us.”

Inside, The Great Hall of Shells 

features all of the same favorite 
educational, fun and informative displays. 
The popular Touch Tank display will be 
active, as will the museum’s gift shop.

“Admission will remain the same for 
now,” explained Hipschman – $15 for 
adults (18 and older), $9 for youth (12 
to 17), $7 for children (5 to 11) and free 
to children under 5 and active military. 
“We expect to have a new fee structure 
once the aquarium exhibits open in the 
spring.” 

Closed since April 29, construction 
continued on page 10

The new first floor entrance to the museum, a two-story glass façade, took five days to 
install

From left, Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum staff members Dr. José Leal, Leigh Gay, 
Rebecca Mensch (inside the new Pop-Up Tank), Dorrie Hipschman and Melanie Moraga 
are excited to show off the major renovations that have been completed at the facility
 photos by Jeff Lysiak

Four relief sculptures have been added along outside walls of the museum; cuttlefish, giant 
clam, lion’s paw shells and octopus Detailed image of octopus relief sculpture
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Saint Isabel Catholic Church
Christmas Eve Masses 
5:00 PM  and 10:00 PM

Christmas Day Mass 
10:30 AM

 

 Telephone:  239.472.2763  Saintisabel.org
3559 Sanibel-Captiva Road, Sanibel Island at the intersection of Rabbit Road

Warm Wishes For A Merry Christmas And Happy New Year

Your friends at Island Sun and The River Weekly News, from left, Jeff Lysiak, Chris Arundel, Justin Wilder, Sharon and Mike Terry, Bill Staples, Di Saggau, Bob Petcher, Lorin Arundel, Ann Ziehl, 
Gerri Reaves and Tom Rasi photo by Logan Hart
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Churches/Temples
ANNUNCIATION GREEK  
ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Rev. Father Dean Nastos, Orthos Service 
Sunday 9 a.m., Divine Liturgy Sunday 10 
a.m., Fellowship Programs, Sunday School, 
Bible Study. www.annunciation.fl.goarch.
org, 8210 Cypress Lake Drive, Fort Myers, 
481-2099.
BAT YAM-TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
The Reform Jewish congregation has Friday 
Shabbat services at 7:30 p.m. (7 p.m. from 
May to Sept.) in Fellowship Hall of Sanibel 
Congregational UCC. Rabbi Stephen Fuchs, 
President Barry Fulmer. www.batyam.org, 
2050 Periwinkle Way, 732-780-2016.
HISTORIC CAPTIVA  
CHAPEL BY THE SEA
Rev. Larry Marshall.  Services every Sunday 
11 a.m. November 10, 2019 thru April 26, 
2020. 11580 Chapin Lane, Captiva,  
472-1646.
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
Sunday 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 10:30 
a.m., Wednesday afternoon meeting 
4:30 p.m. Reading room open, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
(November through March), Friday 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. (summer hours). 2950 West Gulf 
Drive, 472-8684. 
SANIBEL FELLOWSHIP, sbc
Join us for Bible study and Worship Sunday 
10 a.m. at Island Cinema. Call Pastor Mark 
Hutchinson, 284-6709.
SANIBEL COMMUNITY CHURCH
Dr. Stephen LeBar, Interim Senior Pastor
Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. Traditional in 
Historic Chapel; 9 a.m. Contemporary and 

Children’s Church in Main Sanctuary; 11 
a.m. Traditional in Main Sanctuary. Childcare 
available at all services. www.sanibelchurch.
com, 1740 Periwinkle Way, 472-2684
SANIBEL CONGREGATIONAL  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
The Reverend Dr. John H. Danner, Sr. 
Pastor. The Rev. Deborah Kunkel, Associate 
Pastor. Sunday worship: chapel service at 
7:45 a.m. Full service at 9 and 11 a.m. with 
Sunday school and nursery care provided, 
www.sanibelucc.org, 2050 Periwinkle Way, 
472-0497.
ST. ISABEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Ed Martin, Administrator, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 5 p.m., Sunday Mass 8:30 and 
10:30 a.m., Sunday May through October 
9:30 a.m. only. Daily Mass Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 8:30 a.m. Holy Days 
call. 3559 San-Cap Road, 472-2763.
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. Alan Kelmereit, Priest-in-Charge
Saturday Eucharist 5 p.m., Sunday 
Eucharist 8 and 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 
10:30 a.m., Tuesday Morning Prayer 9 
a.m., Wednesday Healing Eucharist 9 a.m., 
Prayer and Potluck 1st Wednesdays 6 p.m., 
Taizé Service 3rd Wednesdays 6 p.m.
www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org, 2304 
Periwinkle Way, 472-2173. 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS  
OF THE ISLANDS
Meets 5 p.m. on the second Sunday of each 
month from December through April at the 
Sanibel Congregational Church. A pot luck 
is held at a member’s home on the third 
Sunday of each month. ryi39@aol.com, 
2050 Periwinkle Way, 433-4901.

2330 Palm Ridge Road, Unit 17 • 239-472-2999 or 678-670-0065
(Within Palm Ridge Place, near Island Pharmacy)

Santa
Helper Service
Call For Details

Specialty Store
Micro-Convenience Store meets Retail Store

Beer, Wine, Cigarettes • Household Goods • Cook Sets • Jewelry
Celebration Items • Survival Items • Artwork

“If we don’t have it, we will do our best to find it.”

Captiva Island Historical Society

Landmark: The Bubble Room

This 
week’s 
image is 

a circa 1998 
photo of a 
couple raising 
their glasses 
for a toast at The Bubble 
Room on Captiva. 

The History Gallery, 
developed by the Captiva 
Island Historical Society, 
features many photos like 
this. All ages are welcome 
to step aboard a wooden 
replica of the old mailboat, 
Santiva, to capture the 
spirit of Captiva and learn 
through graphic and video 
panels about the events 
and people that shaped the 
island. The History Gallery is 
accessed through the Captiva 
Memorial Library, located 
on Chapin Lane and open 
during library hours. Call 
533-4890 for information. 

Visit the website at www.
captivaislandhistoricalsociety.
org/archives/research to view 
many more images to bring 
you closer to Captiva.

The Bubble Room photo courtesy Captiva 
 Island Historical Society Archives   

Sanibel’s First Beauty/Barber est. 1951Sanibel’s First Beauty/Barber est. 1951

2248 Periwinkle Way by the Sanibel Bean 
www.SanibelBeautySalon.com • (239) 472-1111 • SanBeautys@aol.com

Stop in and see us for last minute Stop in and see us for last minute 
stocking stuffers!stocking stuffers!

NEW 

LOCATION

Wishing you the 
joys of Christmas 
as seen through the  
eyes of a child

““WWhheerree  IIssllaannddeerrss  HHaavvee  SSeenntt  TThheeiirr  FFrriieennddss  &&  FFaammiillyy  TToo  SShhoopp  SSiinnccee  11997766””
Sanibel & Worldwide Shells • Corals & Exotic Sealife

Shell Gifts • Jewelry • Books • Candles • Lamps • Craft Supplies
T-Shirts • Tanks • Muscles • Hoodies • Hats • Cover-Ups & Dresses

Handmade Shell Xmas Ornaments & Flowers

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  OOvveerr
4433  YYeeaarrss  OOnn  SSaanniibbeell!!

Adult & Kids T’s 
sizes XS-XL

3 for $23
XXL 3 for $29

20% Off
Any Single Item

(cash sales only)
Good with coupon 

 not valid on sale items

SU
N

Voted The Best Shell 
Shop in SW Florida

-News Press Readers Poll 
2000-2019

Voted The Best Gift Shop
in SW Florida 2019

Winner Best Shell Shop 
-Islander/Island Reporter 
Readers Poll 2000-2018
2015 Best Craft Shop & 

Best Gift Shop

“An Ocean Boutique”

1157 Periwinkle Way 
472-6991 • 472-8080

Open 7 Days 9:30am ‘til 8:30pm 
SheSellsSeaShellsSanibel.com

LOTS OF LAST MINUTE 
STOCKING STUFFERS
OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

WE SHIP!
FREE 

GIFT!

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass

SEE OUR SANIBEL HOODIES
WELCOME

VISITORS
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(formerly Pinocchio’s)

Ally the Alligator is 
offering you the best  

of both worlds!

Open Daily 
8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

*open with time variations on holidays

2 great shops in 1 location 
362 Periwinkle Way

239-472-6566

Preorder Peppermint Bark and other 
ice cream flavors in pints and quarts. 

Homemade ice cream cakes too. 

Yum Yum!

P R O U D LY  S E R V I N G

Famous ar t isan sandwiches and, 
always , our fresh baked pastr ies , 
muff ins , crumb cake , savor y and 

sweet croissants and quiche

Buy a 15-piece 
Norman Love gift box 

Get 1 quart of 
Ice Cream FREE

(your choice)

Buy a 25-piece 
Norman Love gift box 

Get 2 quarts of 
Ice Cream FREE

(your choice)

GET YOUR HOLIDAY GIFTS NOW

3rd Annual Tradition

Santa & Mrs. Claus 
are coming to town

Monday, December 23
Have your picture taken from 1-4 p.m.

FREE Ice Cream Toppings for the Kiddies!

Chocolate and FREE Ice Cream

New Ice Cream Flavor Revealed at Captains for Clean Water FundraiserFriday, Jan. 312-6 p.m.
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Island Winds Coiffures
Hair Salon for Women & men

695 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel
239-472-2591

linda • mariSa • lily • Jeanne

Manicures and Pedicures by Lois 
Hair Styling

whims
SHOPSHOP
LOCALLOCAL

239-313-0535
2451 Periwinkle Way

Bailey’s Center 

mon - sat 10 am - 5 pmmon - sat 10 am - 5 pm

clothing to look clothing to look 
your best.your best.

art & gifts to featherart & gifts to feather
your nest.your nest.

Show your
colors!

She Sells Sea Shells, located on Periwinkle Way

Wishes all of you a most joyous holiday

We sell coral and seashells, everything’s on hand

Add mirror backs, display boxes, even a shell stand

Crafts, lamps, jewelry and shirts to a T

Makes She Sells Sea Shells a great place to be

To show the holiday spirit, we’ve a gift for you

Just make your purchase, it’s easy to do

And we heard them say as they walked out the door

Happy Holidays to All - What a Great Store!

1157 Per iwinkle  Way •  472-6991 •  472-8080
Open 7 Days 9:00am t i l ’ 8:30 pm •  SheSel lsSeaShel lsSanibel .com

We at She Sells Sea Shells 
Wish All Of You

A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

“An Ocean Boutique”

CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  OOvveerr  4433  YYeeaarrss  OOnn  SSaanniibbeell!!

OPENChristmasDay!

ROBERT JAMES BRACE

Robert James “Bob” Brace was born 
in 1942 in Superior, Wisconsin to 
HW “Wid” Brace and Katharine 

(Link) Brace. He passed away on 
December 10, 2019 after a brief stay at 
Hope Hospice.

After graduating from the University of 
Wisconsin, Bob moved south to St. Louis 
with D’Arcy Advertising where he met 
his wife of 50 years, Sharon Storck. Bob 
was a partner at Frank Block Associates 
and ultimately a partner with Jim and 
Dave Stobie at Stobie-Brace Advertising 

and Marketing, specializing in business-
to-business advertising. Bob took great 
pride and joy in his work on the board 
of directors of the World Bird Sanctuary 
where he coined their motto, “Let Your 
Spirit Take Wing.”

Bob and Sharon enjoyed “rustic” 
foreign travel, working on many research 
expeditions with the Earthwatch Institute, 
African locations being their favorites. 
Closer to home, they were sent as trained 
disaster relief volunteers on three FEMA 
deployments.

Music was truly Bob’s passion. 
His low bass II notes were much in 
demand. He began singing with the St. 
Louis Symphony Chorus and later with 
the “unaccompanied but not alone” 
Kirkwood, Missouri Greenleaf Singers 
where Bob donned his elegant madrigal 
costume each holiday season. In 1999, 
Bob took early retirement and he and 
Sharon moved to Captiva Island, Florida 
where he sang with the Fort Myers 
Symphony Chorus, Vocal Artistry and the 
Sanibel-Captiva Community Chorus.

Bob’s volunteer activities on Captiva 
included the Captiva Fire Control District 
where he served 18 years as a volunteer 
firefighter/EMT and on the Board of Fire 
Commissioners as president. He was also 
an active member of the Captiva Civic 
Association. While relaxing on the beach 
near his home, Bob enjoyed fishing and 
an occasional cigar.

Bob, a wonderful, loving and creative 
individual, is survived by his wife Sharon; 
his brother John and his wife Cindy 
of Elk Mound, Wisconsin; nephew 
Jason Hatcher and his wife Karen of 

Minneapolis, Minnesota; nieces Krista 
(Hatcher) Uelmen and her husband 
Travis of Madison, Wisconsin and Kate 
(Hatcher) Clayton of Portage, Michigan. 
Bob was preceded in death by his sister 
Katharine (Brace) Hatcher and brother 
Link.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made to the Alvin A. 
Dubin Alzheimer’s Resource Center in 
Fort Myers, Florida: www.alzheimersswfl.
org/donations.asp. Family and friends are 
invited to a celebration of life gathering at 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at 
the Captiva Civic Center.

Christmas Eve 
Service At 
Lighthouse Beach

Island residents and visitors are invited 
to grab a beach towel or chair, and 
head to Lighthouse Beach for the 

annual Christmas Eve Beach Service on 
Tuesday, December 24 at 5 p.m. 

This enchanting service is Sanibel 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ’s gift to the community since 
1979. Gulf breezes and waves provide 
background for this family-friendly 
service of carols and telling of the 
Christmas story by Senior Pastor the 
Rev. John Danner. As the sun sets, 
the beach will become aglow with 
candlelight for the singing of Silent 
Night in the shadow of the Sanibel 
Lighthouse. 

All proceeds from the offering taken 

during the service will be given to FISH 
of SanCap and The Salvation Army.

Complimentary parking is 
available at the Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands Chamber of Commerce, 
1159 Causeway Road, and Sanibel 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 2050 Periwinkle Way, with free 
transportation to the beach beginning 
at 4 p.m. and continuing until all have 
left the beach at the conclusion of the 
service. Transportation will be provided 
by vans from Island Taxi and trollies 
from Adventures in Paradise. There will 
also be limited free parking available at 
Lighthouse Beach. Traveling by bicycle 
or walking to Lighthouse Beach is 
encouraged to ease traffic and minimize 
damage to the beach areas. 

Sanibel Congregational United 
Church of Christ thanks the City 
of Sanibel and the Sanibel Police 
Department for their assistance in 
carrying on this tradition. Those 
attending are asked to help preserve 
the beauty of the island by following 
the “no parking” zones, cleaning up all 
personal trash and avoiding the roped 
off beach grass areas on the beach 
itself. 

In the rare event that weather 
forces cancellation of the service, 
announcements will be made at 1 p.m. 
and the service will be moved to the 
church. 

For more information, call 472-0497 
or visit www.sanibelucc.org. There will 
also be a traditional candlelight service 
held at the church at 9 p.m that same 
evening.

OBITUARY
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...as memories of Sanibel 
danced in her head.

‘Twas the week before Christmas...

CECI Students 
Celebrate 
Luminary Night

Once again, Sanibel’s Luminary 
Night celebration did not 
disappoint. The students of the 

Children’s Education Center of the Islands 
(CECI) sang their hearts out to their 
favorite holiday songs and shook their 
bells with all their might at Periwinkle 
Place shopping center on December 6.

The arrival of Santa at the end of the 
singing was a wonderful surprise to the 
children. Students past and present – and 
even some adults – were able to sit on 
Santa’s lap and share their Christmas 
wish lists.

Sophie Echevarria tells Santa what is on her 
Christmas list

The students sang carols from the top of 
their lungs and shook their bells with joy
 photos provided       

Children’s Education Center Director Ms. Cindy, front, and teachers, from left, Ms. Joy, Ms. 
Bryanna, Ms. Sue and Ms. Kerra have all made Santa’s nice list

Levi Arlington whispers to Santa what he 
would like for Christmas 
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Highlights From Island Seniors Annual Meeting And Holiday Lunch

Anita Force Marshall presenting Trish Phillips with a 
certificate of appreciation

Shirley Schulz and Shirley Bohnert

Lifetime members of the Island Seniors honored last week: back from left, Anne Bresslau, Lucy Pickel, Beverly Lubetkin, Jack 
Kohn and Robin Krivanek; front from left, Bernie Lubetkin, Wil Schlosser and Marguerite Arnold 
 photo by Amy Esposito-Brown

From left, Trish Phillips, Richard Johnson, Judie Zimomra and 
Mick Denham at last week’s Island Seniors Annual Meeting 
and Holiday Lunch  photos by Jeff Lysiak

Seniors Program Manager Amy Esposito-Brown and Seniors 
Program Assistant Dana Raco
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Periwinkle Place Shops • Sanibel Island • 239-472-4177 • CongressJewelers.com

SEALIFE   FASHION   DIAMONDS   ESTATE

™

There is still time to get that perfect gift for that 
special someone on your Holiday list.

Congress Jewelers,
creating memories that 

last a lifetime. 

As we come to the end of 2019, 
all of us at PAWS (Protection of 
Animal Welfare Society) are very 

thankful for the many people that helped 
our effort over the last year, especially all 
of our contributors and adopters. We’re 
also thrilled that the hurricanes left us 
alone and we had no major storms.

PAWS provided for the needs of many 
animals in 2019, some for very long 
periods of time.

The majority are cats since dogs are 
usually claimed rather quickly as they’ve 
managed to get out of the house/fence, 

or loose from a leash. We have very few 
dogs that are dumped on Sanibel. 

Many young, injured and sick animals 
came our way during the year that 
needed veterinary care, medicines and 
intensive home care. We provided for 
litters of kittens, as well as adult kitties 
and found wonderful homes for all of 
them. Joan and Jim Bajek continue to 
foster kitties for us. They are the only 
foster home we have currently. If anyone 
is able to foster kittens, cats, or dogs, 
contact Pam at PAWS, 472-4823. 

We are so grateful to these great folks 
for providing a home and caring for all 
these babies. We have no facility here on 
Sanibel to house our lost, abandoned, 
sick and injured animals. It can be really 
difficult to find a home to care for them 
until we find their people, or, as in most 
instances, find families to adopt and 
give them a forever home. We are so 
very thankful for all they have done, and 
continue to do. Kudos to Joan and Jim, 
especially Joan, the primary caregiver.

We would like to thank our fabulous 
local veterinary care providers, Dr. Mark 
Mathusa at Beachside Animal Clinic, and 
VCA Coral Veterinary Clinic, Sanibel and 
Fort Myers. They provide quality care 
to our sick and injured animals. Special 
thanks to Dr. Michael Rohlk, Mary Ann 
and Nick at Rohlk Animal Hospital 
in North Fort Myers. I discovered this 
hospital when helping out with TNR 
(Trap/Neuter/Release). They provide 
excellent services and care and a great 
discount for nonprofits, which is very 
helpful when you have a half dozen 
animals to vet at once.

A big thank you to all the folks that 

donated financially and in other ways to 
support our PAWS animals this past year.

Without the help from our island 
community, we would not be able to 
continue to provide for our domestic 
animals that are in need of shelter and 
care. We have many folks that provide 
ongoing support during the year and 
without them, we could not operate. 
They truly keep us going.

Special appreciation to the Center 
4 Life, that each year for the past nine 
seasons has hosted the Justine Smith 
Memorial Bridge Tournament and 
donated the proceeds to PAWS, which 
was one of Justine’s favorite charitable 
organizations.

Special thanks to our local 
newspapers, the Island Reporter and 
the Island Sun, for donating space for 
pictures and stories about our rescues 
in their weekly papers. This is how we 
manage to reunite some of our PAWS 
animals with their families. In the event 
we don’t locate their people, their 
pictures and stories help us locate a new 
forever home.

Thanks to all the island businesses 
that display our PAWS donation boxes 
on the counters: Bailey’s General Store, 
Huxter’s Liquors and Bank of the Islands. 
As always, special thanks to Footloose 
H2O Outfitters at Jerry’s Center. Linda 
and all the staff make it part of their 
job to continuously collect the largest 
amount of funds for us. What they do is 
so appreciated. If you own or manage 
a business here on Sanibel or Captiva 
and would be willing to have one of our 
donation containers, please let us know.

If you’re considering year-end 

charitable contributions, please think of 
our domestic island animals and donate 
to PAWS. Veterinary care, especially 
critical care hospitals, are extremely 
expensive. PAWS is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
established in March, 1987. We operate 
solely by financial contributions and 
donations from folks living or visiting our 
islands. If you itemize deductions on your 
federal income tax return, all donations 
are completely tax deductible. Make 
checks payable to PAWS and mail to 
P.O. Box 855, Sanibel, FL 33957. Your 
canceled check is your receipt, but if you 
prefer to have a letter, send an email to 
sanibelcat@embarqmail.com, or give Pam 
a call at 472-4823.

If you’ve ever spotted a white cat 
on the causeway island at the high 
span, that’s Tobie. He is a feral cat and 
came through the TNR program at Lee 
County Domestic Animal Services. Huge 
appreciation to Yolanda Rivera and Rose 
Dakos for visiting him every night with a 
wonderful dinner. He is so lucky to have 
such kind people to care for him. He’s 
much safer out there than he would be 
on Sanibel or Captiva. No gators, bobcats 
or coyotes.

When shopping on Amazon, use the 
PAWS Amazon Smile link: smile.amazon.
com/ch/65-0037174 and Amazon will 
donate a small portion to PAWS.

Please be careful that pets are not 
exposed to dangerous plants, flowers and 
foods that everyone has on hand this 
time of year.

Some can cause violent illness, and 
even death. You can Google a list online.

We truly appreciate your support. 
Thank you and Happy New Year 2020!

PAWS cares for the babies and adults
 photo provided      

CARD OF THANKS
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Sneak Peek
work at the museum began with removing 
interior and exterior walls on the first 
floor. That was followed by removing the 
concrete flooring, drop ceilings and main 
staircase that led to the second floor. 

In addition, the parking lot area was 
regraded and repaved with new asphalt. 
All of the original vegetation that had 
to be removed during the renovation 
process was replaced and replanted with 
100 percent native trees, shrubs and 
ground covers.

Over the summer and early fall, 
construction crews installed a new, 9.5-
inch reinforced concrete slab that spans 
the entire first floor. The rebar-reinforced 
floor will help support 11 live aquarium 
tanks – which range in size from 100 to 
1,000 gallons – located on the ground 
level.

In recent months, aquarium tanks 
and additional materials began arriving 
on site. They have already been installed 
strategically throughout the ground floor, 
which will also include a modern-style 
wide staircase leading to the atrium 
overlooking the two-story glass wall 
entrance.

“All of the front entrance windows 
arrived on October 5, and they took five 
days to install,” added Hipschman. “They 
are made of a specialized material that 
is impact resistant, wind resistant and 
floodproof.”

New Exhibit To Debut 
While work on the first floor 

continues, with a target grand opening 

date for the aquarium feature – The 
Living Collection Gallery – scheduled for 
sometime in March, visitors who stop by 
the museum this weekend can view a 
unique display on the second floor.

Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea, 
a traveling exhibit on loan from The 
Paly Foundation, includes a colorful 
display one of earth’s most biodiverse 
ecosystems. Accoring to the foundation’s 
website, the exhibit’s learning objectives 
include:

Biology of Corals – Coral animals 
have been around since before the 
dinosaurs. Learn all about this amazing 
creature and how they help sustain 
over one million species of plants and 
animals.

Our Dependence on the Reef – Coral 
reefs prove their invaluable worth by 
providing everything from food and 
shelter to cancer-fighting medicines.  

Dangers to Coral Reefs – Coral reefs 
may be gone even before we can fully 

understand them. Learn about the many 
threats facing coral reefs, including 
how our fascination with reefs can be 
harmful.

Conservation Efforts – Efforts to help 
conserve coral reefs include large-scale 
initiatives and dedicated individual action. 
Pick a single action from the exhibit 
recommendations and have a collective 
effect in saving this natural wonder.

“There are many species of mollusks, 
as well as fish, worms and sea stars

Dorrie Hipschman and Rebecca Mensch looking out the first floor rear windows
Construction worker adding glass panels to 
the new staircase photos by Jeff Lysiak
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that are a part of the coral reef 
ecosystem. The diversity is huge,” said 
Dr. José Leal, science director and 
curator of the Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum. “So many species rely 
on coral reefs for their existence and 
their survival, and the most complex 
and diverse species are super delicate – 
we call them hyper-diverse systems.”

New Staff, Aquariums Soon 
While work on the Your Museum 

Comes Alive! project – sponsored 
in part by the Department of State, 
Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida 
Council of Arts and Culture, and the 
State of Florida – continues over the 
next few months, museum staff has 
welcomed several new members to its 
educational and leadership team.

“By January, we’ll have five new 
marine educators, and all of them have 
degrees in marine biology,” explained 
Hipschman. “Toni Gynac has already 
started, plus we’re adding Jorden Falker, 
Melissa Dills, Kelsey Hansmann and 
Gyasi Alexander. Colleen Donnelly has 
also come aboard as our new chief of 
museum operations.”

Also newly arrived at the museum 
are several marine specimens that 
will become a part of the first floor 
aquarium attraction.

“We received our first shipment 
of live species last week,” added 
Hipschman, noting that all have been 
acquired through sustainable sources. 
“They will be a part of the cold water 
touch tanks.”

According to Rebecca Mensch, 
the museum’s marine biologist who 
helped conceive the idea of bringing an 
aquarium attraction to the facility four 
years ago, those live species include 
giant gumboot chitons, Lewis’ moon 
snails, swimming scallops, red turban 
snails, black turban snails, lion’s chitons 
and giant rock scallops.

Here’s what museum visitors might 
expect to experience once the aquarium 
attraction opens:

Walking into the museum, visitors 
will be met with the admissions desk 
directly in front of them, with a staircase 
to the second floor to their left. Straight 
ahead, they will enter a room containing 
The Great Barrier Reef aquarium.

“Our reef tank will focus on three 
species of giant clam, all of which are 
big and beautiful, but don’t get as large 
as the true giant clam,” said Mensch. 
“This tank will also feature various 
species of live coral and fishes to 
help illustrate the important roles that 
mollusks play within their communities. 
All of the animals in this tank will be 
captive-bred specimens, so no coral 
reefs will be impacted by our display of 
the animals.”

Then, visitors will be directed towards 
the next room to the right, where 
aquariums containing the giant Pacific 
octopus and flamboyant cuttlefish will 
be located.

“Several of our tanks will feature 
animals that have very well-known 
shells, to help solidify the concept that 
the shell is a body part of an animal, 
instead of the common misconception 
that a shell is rock,” Mensch explained.

In the next room, two tanks will 
be located in the center of the open 
space. One tank will contain a chamber 
nautilus, while the other will be a 
pop-up tank, where kids and adults may 
“crawl inside” and experience live fish 
and mollusks moving around them.

Three additional aquariums will 
contain marine life such as the queen 
conch, tiger cowrie and junonias.

In the new touch tank area, located 
in the southeast corner of the building, 
there will be two interactive displays: 
one with warmer water for local mollusk 
species and one with cooler water for 
species found in northern climates.

Last week, one of the eye-catching 
additions to the building – four relief 
sculptures featuring a cuttlefish, giant 
clam, lion’s paw shells and an octopus – 
were installed adjacent to the parking lot 
drop-off roundabout, a sign that on site 
renovations are nearing completion.

“We are at 94 percent of our $6 
million capital campaign goal,” said 
Assistant Director Melanie Moraga. 
“And we’ll be announcing plans for 
our final push – we’re $332,523 away 
– that we hope to finish by January or 
February.” 

For more information or to make 
a contribution, call 395-2233 or visit 
www.shellmuseum.org.

A traveling exhibit, Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea, opens this weekend at the museum
 image courtesy The Paly Foundation

2050 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel, FL 33957
(239) 472-0497 • www.SanibelUCC.org

S A N I B E L
CONGREGATIONAL

UNITED
CHURCH
CHRIST

OF

Sanibel Congregational 
United Church of Christ

Presents 
A HOLIDAY SEASON 

OF SERVICES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
Fourth Sunday in Advent

7:45 a.m. Chapel Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Blended Worship

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24
5:00 p.m.

ANNUAL LIGHTHOUSE BEACH 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

Carols, Candles, the Christmas Story
A free-will offering will benefit F.I.S.H. and

The Salvation Army

9:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary
CHRISTMAS EVE

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
BELL SUNDAY

7:45, 9:00, and 11:00 a.m. 
worship in our Sanctuary
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City Of Sanibel Vegetation Committee

Brazilian Pepper: 
What Residents 
Should Know

If you are a longtime resident or 
visitor to Sanibel, most likely you 
know about Brazilian pepper, while 

those with less history may not. If you 

are unfamiliar with the plant, here’s 
what you need to know about this 
infamous plant.

Brazilian pepper (Schinus 
terebinthifolius) is considered a 
Category I invasive plant by the Florida 
Exotic Pest Plant Council, and is 
one of the most aggressive invasive 
exotic plants in Florida, infesting over 
700,000 acres. Its dense canopy shades 
out other native species, and it invades 

the aquatic and terrestrial habitats of 
the wildlife that depend on the land and 
water for their survival.

In the 1990s, a City of Sanibel-
appointed committee studied 
habitat issues in conjunction with 
the development of the Sanibel 
comprehensive surface water 
management system. The conclusion 
was that Sanibel’s wetland habitat 
had decreased significantly since the 
1950s due to fire suppression, Brazilian 
pepper and other hardwood invasion, 
and a decreased wet season water 
table. Thus, in 1996, Sanibel City 
Council adopted the Brazilian Pepper 
Eradication Program with a goal to rid 
the entire island of this invasive exotic 
plant. Over the years, the eradication 
program, combined with new policies 
and systems to manage surface water 
as well as the prescribed burn program, 
has resulted in the near elimination 
of this invasive pest. However, it is an 

ongoing battle. 
If you are driving around Fort Myers 

in the winter, and you see beautiful red 
berries, it is probably Brazilian pepper. 
As you can imagine, those bright red 
berries are very attractive to birds and 
mammals who act as perfect dispersal 
agents. Thus, Brazilian pepper will 
continue to be an occasional nuisance. 
Be vigilant and prevent its spread.

Since plant identification can be 
challenging, here’s what you should 
look for:

Brazilian pepper is a shrub or small 
tree which can grow up to 40 feet. 
There are male and female plants, 
but only the female bares fruit. The 
leaves are alternately arranged with 
one- to two-inch long, elliptic and finely 
toothed leaflets. The serrated leaves are 
reminiscent of the wild rose leaves up 
north. The mid-rib of the leaf is reddish, 
and flower clusters which are white and

continued on page 21

Closeup of Brazilian pepper Brazilian pepper photos provided

St. Michael & All Angels
Episcopal Church

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR
Christmas Eve

Children’s Service & Pageant
at 5 o’clock

Holy Eucharist, Hymns & Carols
at 8 o’clock

Christmas Day
10:00 in the morning

A traditional service of Eucharist, hymns & carols.
The Rev. Alan Kelmereit

2304 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel
[239] 472-2173 • www.saintmichaels-sanibel.org
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Tahitian

Olde

The

Town

GARDENS

SANIBEL SHOPPES

VILLAGE SHOPS

CENTER

1975-2019 Periwinkle Way 2340 Periwinkle Way

630 Tarpon Bay Road2496 Palm Ridge Road

For individual shop information: 

WWW.ShopOnSanibel.COM

An upscale ambiance at four distinctive Centers.  
You’ll find boutique shopping, family dining, personal services,  

as well as, vacation and real estate information.

Come for the beaches...
         discover the shopping!

TAHITIAN GARDENS
1975-2019 PERIWINKLE WAY

Adventures In Paradise 
Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry 
Cheeburger Cheeburger
C. Turtles 
Pandora’s Box
Pandora’s Box Too
Paper Fig Kitchen
Royal Shell Real Estate
Royal Shell Vacations
Sanibel Cafe
Sanibel Resort Wear
Sanibel Sole  
Shiny Objects
Synergy Sportswear
Wilford & Lee Home Decor

THE VILLAGE SHOPS
2340 PERIWINKLE WAY

Tribeca Hair Salon
t2 Traders
Watson MacRae Gallery
Why Knot

OLD SANIBEL SHOPPES
630 TARPON BAY ROAD

Amy’s Something Special 
Island Paws
jb designs
On Island 
Over Easy Cafe
Sanibel Art & Frame
Suncatcher’s Dream

TOWN CENTER
2496 PALM RIDGE ROAD

Subway® 

The Pecking Order

Now open at  
The Village Shops

LUNCH • BAR • DINNER • GIFTS
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Plant Smart

Prescribed Burns
by Gerri Reaves

If you see a charred landscape the next 
time you explore a park, preserve, or 
wildlife area, there’s a good chance that 

the land has recently been treated with a 
prescribed burn. 

The word prescribed is apt, for 
these planned burns do function as a 
prescription for the land by mimicking 
Florida’s natural seasonal fires. 

Note the charred cabbage palm (sabal 
palmetto) and tree trunks in these photos, 
for example. The new bright green growth 
of the palm’s bud at the center of the 
scorched fronds, however, indicates that 
the palm has survived. 

Many of the state’s ecosystems actually 
depend on fire for plant and animal 
diversity. Those species are termed 
“fire-adapted.” 

The gopher tortoise, indigo snake, 
Florida mouse, Florida panther, Florida 
scrub-jay, northern bobwhite, wild turkey, 
red-cockaded woodpecker and burrowing 
owl are just some of the animal species 
that depend on fire, as do plant species 
such as longleaf pine, pitcher plants, 
orchids, cutthroat and wiregrasses. 

Only highly trained professionals 
manage prescribed burns. They are 
carried out by wildlife biologists and land 
managers in government and independent 
environmental organizations, but only after 
extensive planning. 

But why has human intervention 
become necessary? 

Prior to Florida’s massive 

over-development, fires were a natural 
seasonal occurrence caused by lightening 
or extreme heat, for example.

Because the fires occurred seasonally, 
accumulated undergrowth was minimal. 
Therefore, the fires were fast-moving, 
relatively “cool,” and not intense enough 
to burn the tree canopy. 

The fire would eventually stop on its 
own because it encountered a wetland, ran 
out of fuel, or was extinguished by rain. 

Such fires are nature’s way of clearing 
out, keeping balance and opening up the 
land. Also, the fire triggers the release of 
seeds, enriches the soil and keeps invasive 

species in check. 
Post-fire, the land springs back with 

new growth. 
However, over time, natural landscapes 

have been destroyed completely or 
become isolated parcels as the landscape 
is crisscrossed by roads and other 
development. 

Furthermore, development that 
relentlessly pushes closer to wild areas 
puts buildings, infrastructure and lives at 
increased risk. 

Decades of fire suppression allow 
growth to accumulate. Prescribed burns 
and physical removal are two ways to 

address the threat that fuel accumulation 
presents. 

The next time you see a charred 
landscape on your nature walk, appreciate 
the vital importance of prescribed fires in 
habitat management – and imagine a time 
when the land managed itself very well. 

Sources: https://myfwc.com, www.
leegov.com, and www.nature.org. 

Plant Smart explores the diverse flora 
of South Florida.

Sea School Offers 
Beach Walk

Each winter, in the spirit of enjoying 
the outdoors with family and friends, 
Sanibel Sea School offers a series of 

guided beach walks. The next community 
beach walk will be held on Saturday, 
December 28 from 9 to 11 a.m. to 
explore what has washed ashore.

A marine science educator will talk 
about any interesting organisms and 
objects encountered along the way, share 
some basic biology and answer questions. 
The experience is always different and 
you are sure to learn something new.

These walks are free and all ages 
are welcome. Children under age 18 
should be accompanied by a parent 
or guardian. Group size is limited to 
provide a more intimate experience 
and avoid disrupting neighbors and the 
island wildlife. Registration is required, 
and can be completed online at www.
sanibelseaschool.org/beachwalks. You 
will receive an email to confirm your 
registration, or a notification of your 
placement on the waitlist.

Cabbage palms and pines have evolved to survive natural seasonal fires. The green growth 
at the center of the palm fronds indicates that the trees are alive, despite the charred 
surroundings. photos by Gerri Reaves

3889 Sanibel Captiva Road

(239) 395-5859
www.rswalsh.com

Fountains
Enhance the 

Tranquility and 

Peacefulness of 

Your Outdoor 

Living Areas.

Wildlife on Glassware, Vases, Bowls, Plaques, Windows and Doors
Personalized Anniversary, Wedding and Recognition Gifts

RENOWNED GLASS ETCH ING ART IST

V is i t  Luc ’s  San ibel  Stud io By Appo intment 
239-472-4496 • lucascentury@earthlink.net • luccentury.com

YEAR  

SAN IBEL 

RES IDENT  

& BUS INESS 

OWNER

35 
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casual authentic sportswear since 1983

2075 Periwinkle Way
239-472-4600

islandpursuit.com

At the Island’s Number One Shopping Destination  
Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau

Shop Dine Relax

Family Owned & Operated
Island Inspired American Cuisine

Casual Dining Inside or
Outside on our

Pet Friendly Patio

Lunch 11AM-5PM • Dinner 5PM-Close
Full Liquor Bar • Happy Hour 4-6PM

OPEN EVERYDAY! BREAKFAST 7 AM-NOON 

Chef Geoffrey

MAKE A GOOD MORNING
A GREAT MORNING!

MAKE A GOOD MORNING
A GREAT MORNING!

Drive ‘round back        for our flags Dine on our patio!

239-472-2525 • www.BlueGiraffeRestaurant.com
Periwinkle Place Shops • 2075 Periwinkle Way, Unit #14,Sanibel, FL 33957

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

2075 Periwinkle Way • 2 miles off Causeway Road on the Left • PeriwinklePlace.com
Shop Mon - Sat 10-8, Sun 12-6 • Dine 7am to 8pm (or later)

www.SanibelDaySpa.com

Periwinkle Place Shopping Center
239.395.2220  •  877.695.1588

Massage 
Skincare

Hair & Nails 

M
M

#
 2

7
8

2

www.SanibelDaySpa.com

Periwinkle Place Shopping Center
239.395.2220  •  877.695.1588

Massage 
Skincare

Hair & Nails 

M
M

# 
27

82

MASSAGE • SALON • NAILS

GIFT CARD SALE
Buy for a friend or yourself!

Pay $100  Get $125
Pay $200  Get $250
Pay $300  Get $375
Pay $400  Get $500

(Restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/21/19)
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ISLAND MARINE SERVICES, INC.
• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •

• FACTORY TRAINED •
 MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
 SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

Courteous Professional  Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service
Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

472-3380 • 466-3344

Your Bottom 
Specialist 

Call on Paint Prices Dave Doane

• NEW MOTOR SALES • REBUILT POWERHEADS •
• FACTORY TRAINED •

 MERCURY – MARINER – JOHNSON – EVINRUDE
 SUZUKI – YAMAHA – OMC – I/O'S – MERCRUISER

Courteous Professional  Marine Repair Service • Dockside Service
Serving Sanibel & Captiva For Life

Y B ttYour Bottom Your Bottom
Specialist Specialist 

Call on Paint PricesCCall on a cesCC ll n Paint Pri esCC i iCall on Paint Prices Dave Doane

1

BOAT 
RENTALS
Fishing • Cabbage Key

Dolphin Watching
Captains Available

472-5800
Jensen’s Marina
Captiva Island

CAPT. MATCAPT. MATT T   MIMITCHELLTCHELL

USCG  USCG  
Licensed  Licensed  
& Insured& Insured

C: (239) 340-8651
www.captmattmitchell.com 

email: captmattmitchell@aol.com

Light Tackle Sport Fishing 
Tarpon • Snook
Redfish & More

Untangle tackle from vegetation 
and discard it responsibly

  CLEAR YOUR GEARTM

It Catches More Than Fish

How Low 
Can It Go?

by Capt. 
Matt Mitchell

We had 
the 

pleasure of 
fishing the 
winter negative 
low tides this 
week, which 
can bring 
amazing 

action. This crazy low water played 
out as expected with my clients 
experiencing some of the best snook 
action while mangrove fishing that 
we have seen in months. Thirty-
inch snook and a nonstop bite had 
everyone smiling.

We decided to fish a favorite 
channel and arrived on the last of 
the falling tide. We could see the 
entire exposed grass flat littered 
with high and dry crab pots. Once 
the tide switched, the grass flat was 
was flooded and totally covered in 
less than a few hours. We picked 
the deepest spots on the shoreline, 
and the bite started immediately with 
almost every shiner flipped up close 
to the bank getting hit. Fast-moving 
tides in these narrow channels create 
rips and eddies on every piece of 
structure. It makes for a perfect 
ambush spot for hungry snook to sit.

We get to experience these 
negative low tides all winter long. 
The lower the water gets, the tighter 

it bunches up the fish in very small 
areas. Learning to access and locate 
these deeper areas only comes 
with time served, though looking at 
Google Earth and charts is a great 
way to get started. The narrower and 
deeper the channel, the faster the 
tide will usually move.

Winter tides with a shallow draft 
boat can really pay off as many 
of these deeper channels are only 
accessible by crossing shallow bays 
and flats. Another option is getting 
into these areas while the tide is still 
up and going out. Once the tide 
bottoms out, you will be trapped until 
the water comes up high enough to 
leave. Watching wading birds work 
the acres of exposed grass flats all 
around us is an amazing sight.

Along with the snook in these 
deeper channels, we also did well on 
redfish. By bouncing a live shrimp on 
a jighead in the fast-moving tide, we 
caught lots of redfish ranging from 
16 to 24 inches. Larger mangrove 
snapper have also been a welcome 
surprise in these same areas. Two 
days in a row, we also caught what, 
at first glance, I thought where 
mangrove snapper but, on closer 
inspection, turned out to be cubera 
snapper measuring roughly 15 
inches. The variety can be limitless 
when fishing these deeper water 
creeks.

Capt. Matt Mitchell has been 
fishing local waters since he moved 
to Sanibel in 1980. He now lives 
in St. James City and works as a 
back country fishing guide. If you 
have comments or questions, email 
captmattmitchell@aol.com.

Gary Biltgen with a snook caught on a negative low tide with Capt. Matt Mitchell this week
 photo provided       
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Serving Sanibel and Captiva Since 1899

2477 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel, Florida  •  239-472-1516  •  baileys-sanibel.com  •  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM - 9 PM

Whether you’re visiting, vacationing  
or an island resident, 

Bailey’s is an island tradition.

THE ISLAND’S ORIGINAL SHOPPING

experience

The Island Store
11500 Andy Rosse Lane, Captiva

(temporarily closed for remodeling)

Bailey’s Marketplace at Sundial
1451 Middle Gulf Dr, Sanibel

239-395-6016

ALSO SERVING YOU IN 2 OTHER LOCATIONS

• Fresh Meats, Seafood & Produce

• IN-HOUSE BAKERY & DELI

• Organic & Gluten Free Products

• Catering Service & Fine Wines

• Shopping & Delivery Service

• Coffee Bar with Daily Specials

• Gifts & General Merchandise

• Full-service Hardware

ENJOY BEER & WINE IN-STORE  
WHILE YOU SHOP  

AT OUR COFFEE SHOP!

Our deli offers Dietz & Watson premium meats & artisan cheeses.  
Like Bailey’s, they are a 4th generation family with an intense  

dedication to quality, family & delicious food. Our deli has a variety  
of custom-made items, including made-to-order subs & sandwiches, 

assorted deli salads, as well as restaurant quality hot foods for  
breakfast, lunch and dinner. Deli convenience at Bailey’s  

means more time with family on the beach!

CROW Case Of The Week: 

Turkey Vulture   
by Bob Petcher

The turkey 
vulture is 
the third 

largest raptor to 
the eagle and 
condor. The road 
kill warrior relies 
on its keen sense 
of smell to locate 
fresh carcasses. 
These scavengers 

are known for cleaning up roadsides, 
backyards, farm lands or anywhere else 
there may be a meal. When you spot one 
on the ground, you know something has 
died.

Luckily, these dark brown birds with 
featherless red heads and pale bills seem 
to have exceptional immune systems, 
because of their inability to contract 
botulism, anthrax, cholera, or salmonella 
when dining on carrion. Interestingly, 
they reportedly almost never attack living 
prey.

Due to their near infinite food supply, 
turkey vultures have increased in number 
over the past 40 to 50 years. These 
large carnivorous birds are not immortal, 
however. They have been known to 
swallow bullets or lead shots in the rotting 
meat they eat, and that can lead to 
poisoning and death.

One good way to tell a turkey vulture 
apart from an eagle or an osprey is when 
in it is in flight. Turkey vultures often 

fly with their wings raised in a V-shape 
and are not graceful fliers. They soar 
in unsteady patterns and create wobbly 
circles in the air.

At CROW, an adult turkey vulture 
was admitted from Cape Coral after it 
was believed to have been hit by a car. 
It was reported by the finder to have an 
injured wing and leg. On examination, 
veterinarians did not find evidence of 
broken bones and initial x-rays did not 
show any either. The patient was noted 
to be limping and to have swelling in its 
left foot, possibly from infection in the 
joints. Veterinarians provided antibiotics 

and performed a regional limb perfusion, 
known as a flushing of the joint).

“Regional limb perfusion is an infusion 
of medication into the tissue at the site of 
injury in order to get a high concentration 
where it is needed,” said Dr. Megan 
Cabot, CROW veterinary intern. “This 
is performed when systemic (oral) 
medications aren’t getting the job done 
and can result in much faster recovery.”

The finder’s reported injured wing was 
not seen as anything significant.

“It was likely a soft tissue injury 
which can often be difficult to see on 
radiographs and can resolve on its own,” 

said Dr. Cabot.
After a few days, the patient’s swelling 

had subsided. A repeat of radiographs 
revealed evidence of healing of a small 
fracture in one of the toes of the left foot.

“The fracture was small and not 
displaced so it was not very visible on 
radiographs until it started to heal, at 
which point the fracture site gets brighter 
and more easily visible on radiographs,” 
said Dr. Cabot, when explaining why the 
initial x-ray did not spot the fractured 
toe. “The fracture is minor and likely 
happened right before intake, but was 
painful enough to keep the patient down. 
With pain medications and antibiotics, the 
patient appears to feel much better and 
the fracture is healing well.”

The fractured toe does need time to 
heal completely.

“It typically takes around two to three 
weeks to heal,” said Dr. Cabot.

The patient continues to receive pain 
medication and has begun to eat on its 
own. A move outdoors is a good sign 
that it is being prepped to return to the 
wild.

“The vulture was moved to an outside 
enclosure and if it remains pain free and 
eating well, it will be cleared for release,” 
said Dr. Cabot.

CROW (Clinic for the Rehabilitation 
of Wildlife, Inc.) is a non-profit wildlife 
hospital providing veterinary care for 
native and migratory wildlife from our 
local area. The hospital accepts patients 
seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Mail donations to P.O. Box 150, 
Sanibel, FL 33957. Call 472-3644 or 
visit www.crowclinic.org.

Patient #19-4953 is in an outdoor enclosure and should be released soon              
photo by Brian Bohlman
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Shell Of The Week

Florida Lucine
by José H. Leal, 
PhD, Bailey-
Matthews National 
Shell Museum 
Science Director 
and Curator

Another local 
member 
of the 

widespread 
family Lucinidae, 
Stewartia floridana 

(Conrad, 1833) grows to about 28 
mm (about 1.1 inch). The shell outline 
is circular, with a squarish, truncated 
posterior end. The shell surface is 
smooth, and the external sculpture 
consists of coarse, irregular growth 
lines. The thin, brownish periostracum 
(external, brownish layer) is present 
in well-preserved shells. Commonly 
found on the back bay areas of Sanibel 
and Captiva. Learn more about local 
mollusks and their shells at www.
shellmuseum.org/shell-guide and www.
shellmuseum.org/blog.

The museum is closed for 
renovations while we build your new 
aquarium. The aquarium is scheduled 
to open in early 2020. See construction 
updates at www.shellmuseum.org.

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell 
Museum is located at 3075 Sanibel-
Captiva Road. Call 395-2233 or visit 
www.shellmuseum.org.

The Florida Lucine, Stewartia floridana photo by James F. Kelly

American 
Legion Post 123

American Legion 
Post 123 is 
having an Ugly 

Christmas Sweater & 
Holiday Celebration this 
Saturday, December 21 
from 5 to 9 p.m. There 
will be a finger food 
buffet and live music from 5 to 8 p.m. 
Barbecued ribs and chicken will be served 
on Sunday, December 22 from noon to 8 
p.m. A Christmas dinner will be served on 
Wednesday, December 25.

The third Thursday of the month is 
Open Mic Night from 6 to 9 p.m. 

The 9 Ball pool tournament begins at 5 
p.m. on Monday nights.

On Tuesdays, tacos are served all day. 
Spaghetti and meatballs are served all day 
on Wednesday. On Fridays, a six-ounce 
ribeye steak sandwich is on the menu. 
There are daily specials as well as half-
pound burgers. Food is served from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

New American Legion eligibilty dates 
are November 11, 1918 through present. 
All veterans are welcome to become 
a member. Contact Tim or Randy at 
472-9979.

If you have a flag that needs to be 
retired, you can drop it off at Post 123.

American Legion Post 123, located at 
Mile Marker 3 on Sanibel-Captiva Road, is 
open Monday through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 
9 p.m. The public is welcome. For more 
information, call 472-9979.

Share your community news with us,

Call 395-1213 or email press@islandsunnews.com
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Tahitian Gardens, 1993 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957
Local 239-472-2876 or Toll-free 1-800-749-1987

www.CedarChestSanibel.com

Sanibel’s Only Positively Authorized Dealer!
The Best Selection in Southwest Florida!

Synergy Tahitian Gardens
1981 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel Island, FL
239-395-5353 • SynergySportswear.com

Tahitian Gardens  
1979 Periwinkle Way Sanibel

239-395-0385

TTaahhiittiiaann  GGaarrddeennss  SShhooppppiinngg  CCeenntteerr

For individual shop information: 
www.ShopOnSanibel.com

2003 Periwinkle Way (Tahitian Gardens Plaza) • Sanibel 

239.887.0050 •  paperfigkitchen.com

LET’S EAT!
  A FRESH NEW LOCAL BUSINESS

  walk in made-to-order
  take along
  oven ready entrees/   
  hors d’oeuvres

  event catering/
  deliveries
  private chef services
  concierge menus 
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Sanibel’s
Favorite

Delicatessenpizza  •  wings  •  bagels  •  desserts            sandwiches   •  frozen yogurt   • soda “pop”            

Pizza – Homemade Dough And Sauce
Regular or Thin Crust

Small – 12” Regular Crust Cheese  11.95         Toppings       . 75¢ each

Large 16” Regular Crust Cheese  13.95          Toppings   1.00 each

TOPPINGS:
Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Meatballs, Bacon, Capicola, Mushrooms, 
Onions, Black Olives, Green Olives, Green Peppers, Banana Peppers, 
Jalapeños, Pineapple, Anchovies, Tomatoes, Spinach, Extra Cheese

SPECIALTY PIZZAS    Large Only 16”
The Untanned Tourist     17.95
White Pizza, Olive Oil, Garlic, Spinach, Mozzarella, Italian Seasoning

Diana Ross “Supreme”      17.95
Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Onions, Black Olives, Sausage

Chest Grabber (Meat Lovers)    17.95
Pepperoni, Sausage, Meatballs, Ham, Bacon 

Tree Hugger (Veggie Lovers)    17.95
Mushrooms, Onion, Black Olives, Green Peppers, Tomatoes

The Nor’easter     18.95
Blue Cheese, Celery, Bu� alo Chicken Meat, Mozzarella Cheese

Margherita      18.95
Olive Oil, Fresh Mozzarella Cheese, Basil, Oregano, Tomatoes

Sanibel “Lighthouse”     18.95
Lo-Cal Veggie With Spinach, Tomatoes, Broccoli And Low Fat Cheese

Sam & Ella’s BBQ Chicken    17.95
Chicken, BBQ Sauce, Mozzarella Cheese

Chicken Wings – Hot, Medium, Mild, BBQ
 10 pc 7.50 /    20 pc 14.95      / 30 pc 20.00

Chicken Finger Basket with fries   8.25
Chicken Fingers Bu� alo Style    8.25
Side of French Fries     2.25

Served Hot & Delicious!!!

Prepared Meals TO GO

Soft Serve Frozen Yogurt & 
Hard Serve Ice Cream, 

Milkshakes, Sundaes, Flurries

Featuring Organic Co� ees

Delicious Breakfast Foods, 
Fresh Baked Pastries & Mu�  ns, Salads, 

Sandwiches, Subs, Homemade Soups

FREE DELIVERY 4 – CLOSE

Outdoor Seating • Wireless Internet

Deli Meats Sliced “To Go”

Beer & Wine

Best Co� ee on the Island!
1.89        2.22        2.59        8 Cup Box of Joe  12.00

Regular    •   Deep/Full Roast   •   Decaf   •   French Roast

Classics

Espresso      Single 1.60  Double 2.10
Cappuccino    Single 2.60  Double 3.20
La� e    Small   3.20   Large    3.70
    Add any � avor .50

Café Mocha   Small   3.20  Large 3.70
Caramel Macchiato – Espresso, Caramel, Steamed Milk, Whipped Cream 
    Small 3.15  Large 3.85
Depth Charge   Small 2.65  Large 3.00
Shot of Espresso in Brewed Co� ee
Americano    Small 1.95    Large 2.50
Espresso mellowed with Hot Water
Iced Co� ee      Large 3.20
Blended Co� ee     Large 3.50
Chai La� e    Small 3.20  Large 3.75
Tea                   2.00

CAFFEINE FREE: Ask for any of the above to make with Decaf if you would prefer!

Fountain Soda “Pop”  
 20 oz. 1.50       32 oz. 2.00

BAGELS 1.25
With Cream Cheese add .75
With Peanut Bu� er add .75

DESSERTS 
Check our case for today’s homemade selections!!

Cookies – Baked Daily 1.50
CAKES • PIES • KEY LIME PIE

239-472-2555
2330 Palm Ridge Road • Sanibel, FL 33957

(in plaza across from CVS)

Side of French Fries     2.25

Winner 
BEST PIZZA 

Taste of the Islands

Go west on Periwinkle 
Way. Veer right onto 
Palm Ridge Road 

passing The Village 
Shoppes on right. 

We are located in the 
plaza across from CVS.

If you can’t � nd us 
call us! 

“Where, Oh Where, Is Sanibel Deli & Co� ee?”

www.sanibeldeli.com

Hot Coffee, Bagels & DessertsPizza & Wings

Winner Best Pizza Taste of the Islands

BEST PIZZABEST PIZZABEST PIZZASc
rat

ch &
 Sniff

Winner 
BEST PIZZA 

Taste of the Islands

  Take Out  •   Free Delivery

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

Open 7 Days
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

We Cater!   • Gluten Free Options
Serving Pizza & Wings

Frozen Yogurt  & So MUCH MORE!

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & LaterBreakfast, Lunch & Dinner & LaterBreakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

Sanibel‛s Favorite Delicatessen 

Dine In or Take Out

WINNER 
Best Pizza 

Taste of the 
Islands

BOAR’S HEAD

(Across from CVS)

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

  Pizza & Wings • Ice Cream
  Gluten Free Options 
  & So MUCH MORE!

239-472-2555

2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
www.sanibeldeli.com

ANNIVERSARY
10th

www.TheClamShackSanibel.com
2407 Periwinkle Way

(239) 472-6882

Three-Time 
Winner of

Taste of 
the Island 

People’s 
Choice

2017, 18 & 19

Open 7 days a week
11:30 AM - 8 PM

WE ARE

OPEN

Our famous Lobster Roll

CROW Calendar 
Of Events

The Clinic for the Rehabilitation 
of Wildlife (CROW) has specialty 
programs available for residents and 

visitors. Meet the staff and learn what it 
takes to rescue, rehabilitate and release 
wildlife in Southwest Florida.

For reservations, contact the Visitor 
Education Center at 472-3644 ext. 229 
or reservations@crowclinic.org. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Daily presentations and Wildlife 
Walk hospital tours are offered Monday 
through Friday at 11 a.m. CROW is 
located at 3883 Sanibel-Captiva Road.

Friday, December 20, 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., $25 per person, advance 
registration with payment required – 
Wildlife Walk with Rehabilitators and Staff 
hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5 
hours: a 45-minute presentation with 
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended 
for children under the age of 13. 
Photography opportunity following the 
tour with an animal ambassador.

Friday, December 20, 11 a.m., 
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3 and 
under no charge – Patient Profiles: Birds 
of Prey (daily presentation).

Raptors are birds that prey on other 
animals in the wild to survive. Their 
specialized beaks and talons make them 
some of the most effective hunters. 
This presentation discusses the unique 
adaptations of the native and migratory 
raptors of Florida. One of CROW’s 
animal ambassadors will be present.

Monday, December 23, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per 
person, advance registration with 
payment required – Wildlife Walk with 
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5 
hours: a 45-minute presentation with 
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended 
for children under the age of 13. 
Photography opportunity following the 
tour with an animal ambassador.

Monday, December 23, 11 a.m., 
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3 
and under: no charge – Patient Profiles: 
Virginia Opossums (daily presentation).

Virginia opossums are the only 
marsupial, or pouched mammal, native 
to the United States. They are highly 
adaptable animals and can live in a 
variety of habitats, both natural and 
human made. Although it may not be 
obvious to some people, opossums are 
a unique member of Florida’s wildlife, 
playing an important role in the function 
of a healthy ecosystem. One of CROW’s 
animal ambassadors will be present.

Tuesday, December 24, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per 

person, advance registration with 
payment required – Wildlife Walk with 
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5 
hours: a 45-minute presentation with 
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended 
for children under the age of 13. 
Photography opportunity following the 
tour with an animal ambassador.

Tuesday, December 24, 11 a.m., 
adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, age 3 and 
under: no charge – CROW Case of the 
Week (daily presentation).

CROW’s teaching hospital offers 
externship, fellowship and internship 
opportunities for natural science and 
veterinary medicine students. While 
on site, students learn the ins and outs 
of conservation medicine and wildlife 
rehabilitation, and share their favorite 
patient stories. One of CROW’s animal 
ambassadors will be present.

Wednesday, December 25, closed 
Christmas Day.

Thursday, December 26, 1 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., $25 per 
person, advance registration with 
payment required – Wildlife Walk with 
Rehabilitators and Staff hospital tour.

Wildlife Walks are approximately 1.5 
hours: a 45-minute presentation with 
a 45-minute tour. Not recommended 
for children under the age of 13. 
Photography opportunity following the 
tour with an animal ambassador.

Thursday, December 26, 11 
a.m., adults: $12, ages 4 to 12: $7, 
age 3 and under: no charge – Patient 
Profiles: Owls of Southwest Florida (daily 
presentation).

Raptors are birds that prey on other 
animals in the wild to survive. Their 

specialized beaks and talons make them 
some of the most effective hunters. 
This presentation discusses the unique 
adaptations of the native and migratory 
raptors of Florida, specifically the five 
species of nocturnal hunters known 
as owls. One of CROW’s animal 
ambassadors will be present.

Jack Smith caught a 25-inch snook in 
Dinkins Bayou on December 9. The 
fish was released.

Jack Smith photo provided

Fish Caught

Bailey’s Shopping Center
(next to Island Cinema • Corner of Periwinkle Way and Tarpon Bay Road)

Walk-in 
Humidor
Case Discounts 

on Wine and 
Liquor

Special Orders

Where The Locals Shop!

Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 9 pm
Sun. 10 am - 7 pm

239-472-1682
GrogShopSanibel.com

From Lager to Nog
From Macanudo to Moscato
From Absolut to Zinfandel

Find it all at the Grog Shop!

Tis the Season...
And We’ve Got the Goods!

‘
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From page 12

Brazilian Pepper
two to three inches long, appear from 
September through November. The 
fruit is clustered and initially green, 
becoming bright red when ripe (usually by 
December). This timeframe distinguishes 
this non-native plant from native 
vegetation, which generally blooms and 
bears fruit in the spring through fall. If 
you crush a leaf of the Brazilian pepper, 
it smells peppery or like turpentine, but 
be careful since it is a relative of the 
poison ivy family, and therefore, its sap 
can cause an allergic reaction.

In order to successfully control 
Brazilian pepper, all Brazilian pepper 
tree stumps must be treated with 
an appropriate herbicide. In most 
cases, a product containing the active 
ingredient triclopyr is the best choice 
for controlling Brazilian pepper; 
however, the methods of application 
may vary depending on the maturity of 
the pepper being treated. Mature trees 
should be cut as close to the ground as 
possible. Within five minutes, herbicide 
should be applied to the cambium 
(living tissue just inside the bark).

Small seedlings or re-sprouts may 
be hand pulled or treated with foliar 
treatment. Brazilian pepper can be 
removed from developed property 
without a permit; however, a vegetation 
permit is required to remove pepper 
from a vacant parcel.

Brazilian pepper made its way to 
Florida from South America in the 
mid-1800s and is native to Argentina, 

Paraguay and Brazil. It was brought 
here as an ornamental plant, and its 
brilliant green foliage and bright red 
berries are often used in Christmas 
decorations. The introduction of 
Brazilian pepper to south Florida serves 
as another cautionary tale of why non-
native plant and animal species can be 
so detrimental to the environment. In 
1996, along with the Brazilian Pepper 
Eradication Program, Sanibel City 
Council enacted legislation regulating 
seven other invasive exotic plant species 
– air potato, earleaf acacia, exotic 
inkberry, java plum, lead tree, mother-
in-law’s tongue and melaleuca. These 
eight are the worst of the invasive 
exotics on Sanibel, and may not be 
intentionally planted or transplanted 
on Sanibel. When applying for any city 
development permit, conditions of the 
permit require removal of these eight 
plants in perpetuity.

To view pictures of these plants or 
the city’s The Alien Invasion brochure, 
visit www.mysanibel.com/Departments/
Natural-Resources/Vegetation-
Information/Exotic-Vegetation/
Other-Invasive-Exotic-Vegetation.

The Natural Resources Department 
section of the city’s website, www.
mysanibel.com, offers information 
on native plants, a listing of licensed 
contractors, Sanibel’s vegetation 
standards and codes, and the 
Environmental Reference Handbook 
prepared by the city’s vegetation 
committee. The committee also offers 
free native plant tours. For more 
information, call 472-3700.

Sanibel Lighthouse Decked Out

For the 13th 
consecutive year, the 
Sanibel Lighthouse 

has been decorated with 
holiday decor by the 
employees of the City 
of Sanibel Department 
of Community Services. 
Built in 1884, the Sanibel 
Lighthouse has survived 
hurricane strength winds 
many times and is a 
symbol of the community’s 
endurance and strength.

As a holiday gift to 
the community, city staff 
places the green garland 
and red bows upon the 
lighthouse. Additionally, 
both of the adjacent 
lighthouse caretaker’s 
cottages have been 
decorated with garland, 
bows,and wreaths for the 
holiday season.

Placed on the National 
Register of Historical 
Places in 1974, ownership 
of the Sanibel Lighthouse, 
two caretaker’s cottages 
and 44.7 acres were 
transferred to the City 
of Sanibel by the federal 
government in 2010. The 
decorations will remain on 
the lighthouse and cottages until January 9.

Sanibel Lighthouse photo by Matt Fannon       
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UDDERLY GREAT FOOD!

BREAKFAST 
LUNCH 
DINNER

CRAZY FULL LIQUOR  
TROPICAL DRINKS

2163 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island
239.472.0606 • SanibelIslandCow.com

FISH Friendly 
Faces Holiday 
Luncheon

The FISH of SanCap December 10 
Friendly Faces Luncheon at George 
& Wendy’s Seafood Grille was a 

celebration of the holiday season, with 
41 community members in attendance. 
There were holiday games with prizes, 
and plenty of food and conversation to 
make it a festive gathering. Through 
the generosity of an anonymous donor, 
a “Secret Santa” picked up the tab for 

everyone in attendance.
The Friendly Faces price fixed lunch 

consists of an entrée, side, non-alcoholic 
drink and dessert. Guests pay $8 per 
person upon arrival; FISH subsidizes $2 
per person. Cash is the preferred method 
of payment. If cost is an issue, contact 
Kathy Y. Monroe at FISH as, on a case-
by-case basis, FISH may subsidize a larger 
part or the entire cost of the meal. 

The next Friendly Faces Luncheon is 
scheduled for 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, 
January 14 at George & Wendy’s 
Seafood Grille. For more information, 
contact Kathy Y. Monroe or Anthony 
Morales at 472-4775.

From left, Kathy Monroe, Cindy Walker and Anthony Morales

From left, Jerry Edelman, Claire Beckmann, Kathy Monroe, Carol Kreml and Melissa Rose

From left, Chuck Bergstrom with Stephen and Melissa 
Lodwick Gina and Joe Wagg
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New Year, New 
Opportunities

by Kealy McNeal

It’s that time 
of year when 
people begin 

making lists of how 
they’re going to 
become a better 
person in the new 
year. New Year’s 
resolutions typically 
involve self-
improvement goals, 

and last until about mid-February. While 
you’re making your list, why not add a 
few paddling resolutions to the usual 
“drink more water” and “eat less junk 
food.” Here are my suggestions:

Go on an overnighter. Find a sandy 
stretch along the Caloosahatchee, an 
island in the bay, or even a park that 
you can paddle to and pitch a tent for 
the night. Perhaps head north to Cayo 
Costa State Park or south to Koreshan 
State Park – both offer beautiful 
scenery. Ditch your electronics and 

enjoy stargazing instead. 
Introduce a friend to the sport. 

Experience the nostalgia of watching 
someone discover the magic of 
paddling, and practice your teaching 
skills. Take a friend with you when you 
explore the canals or venture into the 
bay on a calm day. 

Start a paddler’s log. Keeping a log 
can be beneficial in the long run to help 
remind you of conditions of previous 
paddle locations, or to claim more 
paddling days per year than your buddy 
over a drink at Doc Ford’s. 

Explore a new region or watershed. 
Let’s say you’ve been paddling for 
awhile on local water. Is it time for a 
change of scenery? Consider a trip to 
a paddling destination. Head south to 
Key Largo for some awesome paddling 
around Key Largo Sound, or go north 
to Weeki Wachee Springs.

Ocean Tribe Paddlers is a branch of 
Sanibel Sea School that helps the local 
paddling community better explore, 
enjoy and understand the ocean. Visit 
www.oceantribepaddlers.org, or follow 
on Facebook or Instagram to learn 
more.

Our email address is press@islandsunnews.com Dwight Dunlap caught and released 12 snook and 25 redfish in Pine Island 
Sound recently. He was fishing with Capt. Jack Smith.

Dwight Dunlap with one of the snook he caught photo provided

Fish Caught

1200 Periwinkle Way  (239) 472-1998  Full Liquor
Open 4:30-9:00 pm 7 days • Take Out Available • Gluten Free Pasta

matzaluna.net
$2.50 OFF

The purchase of each adult entree. 
Present this ad to your server. Must be seated prior to 5:30 p.m.

Not valid on Pizza or with any other coupon or discount. 
Expires 12/25/19

PLANT BASED & 
VEGAN OPTIONS
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BIG ARTS Holiday Concert Highlights

BIG ARTS Community Chorus Director Ellen 
Whitten Chorus members

BIG ARTS Board Co-chair Don Rice introducing the BIG ARTS Community Chorus at the 
December 10 holiday concert at Sanibel Community Church. The Sanibel Captiva Trust 
Company was the sponsor for this year’s BIG ARTS Community Band and Chorus holiday 
concerts. photos provided

BIG ARTS Community Chorus performing at Sanibel Community ChurchChorus members were in the holiday spirit
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FRESH FARE. FUN DRINKS.

This year we are honored to host the James Beard Foundation’s Celebrity 
Chef Tour dinner at our newly remodeled restaurant.  And be sure to 

check out our new bar room addition featuring small plates and exotic drinks. 
To learn more, visit cielo–sanibel.com 

1244 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island, FL.  Call 239–472–5555

FRESH FARE. FUN DRINKS.

This year we are honored to host the James Beard Foundation’s Celebrity 
Chef Tour dinner at our newly remodeled restaurant.  And be sure to 

check out our new bar room addition featuring small plates and exotic drinks. 
To learn more, visit cielo–sanibel.com 

1244 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island, FL.  Call 239–472–5555

This year we are honored to host the 
James Beard Foundation’s Celebrity Chef Tour dinner at our newly 
remodeled restaurant. And be sure to check out our new bar room 

addition featuring small plates and exotic drinks.
To learn more, visit cielo–sanibel.com 
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Island Currents

Following The 
Island Currents 

by Kathy 
Kurtz Ferrari 

Well, it’s 
almost time 
for that 

big man in the red 
suit. (No, not that 
guy in the Speedo 
who likes going to 
Bowman’s Beach. 
Someone please tell 
him to put his shirt 

back on.)
Santa may still be checking his list, 

and if you are too, a trip to the shops 
at Periwinkle Place might be in order. 
This Sanibel destination, located at 2075 
Periwinkle Way, is on every local shopper’s 
Top 10 list.

While there are 26 shops here, one of 
my favorites is Island Pursuit. Aptly named, 
it may be the perfect store for island life. 
The company has several other locations 
in Florida and New England, all stocked 
with coastal fashions for women and men.

“Our owner tries to buy casual 
sportswear, but elevated a little bit,” 
explained Sanibel store manager Melissa 
Rhodes. With an infectious laugh, she can 
guide customers in the right direction for 
stylish purchases.

Splashes of color jump from every 
corner of Island Pursuit, as fun sundresses, 
bathing suits, tops and shoes beckon. 
Some of the store’s popular brands include 

iconic French striped clothing by Saint 
James; preppy, logo encrusted pieces 
by Vineyard Vines; bright and comfy 
clothing from Southern Tide; menswear by 
Johnnie-O; and color coordinated shoes 
by Jack Rogers (my preferred footwear) 
and TOMS, the shoe brand known for its 
charitable efforts.

“We try to go with (lines that) give 
back, made in the USA, and obviously 
sustainable,” Rhodes said, adding fair trade 
and organic products are also featured.

OK, I admit we probably can’t give 
shoes as holiday presents. Island Pursuit 
also carries lots of gift items, like locally 
made soaps and soy candles by Sanibel 
Naturals. They come in tropical scents 

with names like hammock time, beach and 
periwinkle. You might want to buy one 
for yourself to remember your time on the 
islands.

My other favorite in the store is locally 
designed jewelry featuring freshwater 
pearls and sea glass (actually recycled 
glass) knotted on handsome leather cords. 
Every time I’m in Island Pursuit, they catch 
my eye. (I’ve been good this year, Santa. 
Please?)

Rhodes was sporting one of the 
necklaces, apparently sharing my lust 
for the line. It also caught loyal customer 
Marilyn Conoscenti’s eye, who came in 
during my visit.

“This is my go-to store for myself, 

and also I’m purchasing a gift for my 
daughter,” Conoscenti said, as she spied – 
and purchased – the necklace Rhodes was 
wearing. “She has great taste.”

For more information, visit www.
islandpursuit.com or call 472-4600.

With all this shopping, I’m getting 
hungry. A trip to Periwinkle Place usually 
includes a meal at Blue Giraffe for me.

I always get sentimental here, as it was 
one of my late mother’s favorite lunchtime 
spots. (Talk about a power shopper and 
someone who could really work up an 
appetite shopping! I think it’s hereditary.)

Blue Giraffe serves delicious breakfast, 
lunch and dinner, with pleasant outdoor 
patio seating (pet friendly), with a fun and 

Island Pursuit store manager Melissa Rhodes is ready to assist customers 
 photos by Kathy Kurtz Ferrari

Island Pursuit carries many gift choices like 
soaps by Sanibel Naturals

239-472-7242 239-472-7242 
1551 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel Island

HOURS of OPERATIONHOURS of OPERATION
Lunch 11-2  /  Happy Hour 3-6  /  Dinner 5- 9
Open Monday – Saturday

T r a d e r s S a n i b e l . c o mT r a d e r s S a n i b e l . c o m

Gulf Coast Grill & Gifts
CCoastaloastal  CCuisineuisine  

                            Cocktails & WineCocktails & Wine
Live Entertainment 
TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAYTUESDAY - WEDNESDAY - THURSDAY

OPEN 7 DAYS  11 am - Closing
239-472-1581  &  239-472-1107

1619 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL  
Facebook: islandpizzasanibel

Instagram: Island_pizza_sanibel

Serving Sanibel Since 1977 • Eat In - Take Out • Free Local Delivery

IT’S FOOTBALL SEASON!!
Come Watch The Games With Us!

$5 Pizza, Wings, Calzones
Half Price Appetizers

Buy One, Get One Draft Beers

10% OFF
FOR 

LOCALS

Voted
“The Best Pizza on the Island”2009-2018
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239.472.2328 • www.sanibelthriller.com
Reservations are required • Also Available for Private Charters

Departing from Sanibel Marina
634 N. Yachtsman Dr. • Sanibel Island

Seaside DiningSeaside Dining
Taste of the Islands “People’s Choice Award”Taste of the Islands “People’s Choice Award”

Winner Seven Continuous YearsWinner Seven Continuous Years
Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner
472-8138472-8138

SANIBEL MARINA
634 N. Yachtsman Drive • www.sanibelmarina.com634 N. Yachtsman Drive • www.sanibelmarina.com

•  Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands’ Most Exciting 
Boat Tour

•  Circumnavigating 
Sanibel & Captiva Islands 
with Dolphins

SANIBEL THRILLER CRUISESSANIBEL THRILLER CRUISESSANIBEL THRILLER CRUISESGramma Dot’sGramma Dot’sGramma Dot’sGramma Dot’s

colorful interior dining option. There’s 
also a full bar, daily happy hour, and a 
“Husband Day Care Center,” for those 
not quite into the whole shopping thing. 
(What??)

The restaurant has gone by different 
names over its many years at Periwinkle 
Place. The Letendre family purchased 
Blue Giraffe about three years ago, and 
chef Geoffrey Letendre and his wife Flavia 
infuse their love of food into the daily 
menu. 

Food choices are island inspired, and 
the local flavor is genuine.

“I grew up on the island,” said the 
chef. “When I was a kid, I went to (The 

Sanibel School) for elementary, but we 
left here for about 20 years.”

While away, as a self-described “big, 
fat kid who liked to eat,” Letendre 
attended the California Culinary 
Academy. He went to work in the 
restaurant industry in Texas, where he 
met his wife.

While owning the restaurant is a dream 
come true, he admits it’s a lot of work.

“My wife does a lot. We spend a lot of 
time and put a lot of love into it.”

Among Letendre’s favorite dishes are 
his signature clam chowder; drunken 
grouper, blackened and made with 
Captain Morgan rum infused butter; and 

Blue Giraffe blackened mahi-mahi tacos.
Letentre is very excited about Blue 

Giraffe’s new Mexican menu which was 
set to debut this month.

“We always wanted to bring a little 
Mexican to the island. I don’t think there’s 
much in the offerings for good Mexican 
food around,” Letendre added.

The new menu features Causeway 
chicken quesadillas; marinated skirt steak 
fajitas on either corn or flour tortillas; 
pork and grilled pineapple pastor tacos; 
Juan in a Million enchiladas with seasoned 
beef; and even a simply seasoned ground 
beef and cheese dish for “gringos.” (That 
would be my husband’s order.)

Blue Giraffe is open daily from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. (They will be closing at 3 
p.m. on Christmas Eve, and closed on 
Christmas Day.) For more information, 
visit www.bluegirafferestaurant.com or call 
472-2525.

So until next time, for those who 
celebrate the season, have a merry one. 
And to everyone, have fun in the island 
currents!

Kathy Kurtz Ferrari is a journalist 
who splits her time between Captiva 
and the Boston area. If you have any 
questions or comments, email  
Kathy.islandsunnews@gmail.com.

Customers Dan Oaks and Todd Miller of 
Canton, Illinois take advantage of “Husband 
Day Care” at Blue Giraffe while their 
“bosses” shop

Flavia and Geoffrey Letendre put “a lot of 
love” into the menu at Blue Giraffe Diners enjoy the outdoor patio at Blue Giraffe
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Restaurant 
Reveals Fresh 
Look, New Name
by Jeff Lysiak

Following a nearly seven month 
renovation, the island restaurant 
known as IL Cielo reopened on 

December 4 with a new name – Cielo 
– along with a new look for the front 
entrance area, main dining room and bar 
area.

“Cielo was taken down to bare walls 

and completely remodeled with a new 
entrance way and landscaping,” said 
Marcus Preece, general manager. “The 
kitchen was rebuilt with new cooking 
equipment, a hood system with controlled 
return air, LED lights, ceiling, floor and air 
conditioning.”

Following completion of the 
renovations, which started on May 13 and 
was completed on November 22, Cielo 
welcomed back a majority of its staff, 
including Chef Melissa Akin.

“Ninety percent of our staff returned a 
few weeks before we reopened, allowing 
them to taste Chef Melissa’s new menu 
and get back into the groove of things,” 

added Preece. “It is great to have 
everyone back. It makes it feel like home 
again after all the months of construction.”

Of all of the major renovations 
completed at the restaurant, Preece 
pointed out the most impressive 
transformation can be seen in the main 
dining area. 

“The small patio area located at the 
front entrance has been enclosed and 
now accommodates a stainless steel and 
wood horseshoe-shaped bar with banquet 
seating around the perimeter, with floor-
to-ceiling windows,” said Preece. “The 
old bar location was converted to be part 
of the main dining area with high-back 

booths, along with a private dining room 
(able to seat 40 to 50 people) that can be 
used for private corporate events, small 
weddings, birthdays, etc. The open floor 
plan of the dining area allows each guest 
to be part of the dining room without it 
being overcrowded and people being on 
top of each other.”

Preece also pointed out that the main 
feature in the renovated dining room is a 
temperature/humidity controlled horizontal 
display wine wall, measuring 16 feet wide 
by eight feet tall.

In order for restaurants to keep up to 
date with trends both in design and food 
concept, remodel work typically takes 

Front entrance at Cielo  photos by Bob Petcher The main dining room at Cielo 

• Cocktails
• Outdoor    
  Dining

• Gift ShopAn Island Favorite! 

2340 Periwinkle Way

NOW SERVING DINNER! Dec 13-May 1
Dinner Reservations Recommended

239.472.0303 | 362 PERIWINKLE WAY, SANIBEL | LIGHTHOUSECAFE.com

• Slow-roasted prime rib au jus, burgers, fish sandwiches,
salads, chicken parmesan, pastas and more.

• Fresh local grouper, yellowtail snapper, hogfish,
mahi-mahi, tripletail, ahi tuna and salmon.
• Choice grilled ribeye and chateau cut filet

• Homemade desserts, quality cakes from epicurean bakeries
• Craft, Import and Domestic beers, as well as a comprehensive wine list

Call Ahead Seating Available
BIG PARTIES DON’T SCARE US (call ahead for reservations)
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1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL ISLAND

FOR TICKETS, VISIT SANTAATSUNDIAL.BPT.ME

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 9–11AM
ADULTS (13+) $27.24 · CHILDREN (0-12) $21.99

Prices include tax, gratuity and ticketing fee.

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO SANIBEL ISLAND
AND WANTS TO HAVE BREAKFAST WITH YOU!

sANTA
BReAKfAsT wiTH

JOIN US FOR THIS EXCLUSIVE HOLIDAY EVENT:

*No professional photography; parents may take their own photos.

BUFFET BREAKFAST

WRITE A LETTER TO SANTA

SANTA CLAUS PHOTO OP*

SUGAR COOKIE 
DECORATING STATION

SHELL ORNAMENT 
CRAFT STATION

place every seven to 10 years. However, 
the leadership team at Cielo decided 
it was time to make a few changes… 
including the name. 

“Many of our guests referred to us 
as Cielo,” said Chuck Grover, manager. 
“Plus, with new look of Cielo, it sounds 
better.”

“IL Cielo had built a great reputation 
on Sanibel and Captiva and the 
surrounding area over the last 10 years,” 
said Preece. “The name IL Cielo was 
often mispronounced, so Cielo (CHEE-el-
oh) it became.”

During the period the restaurant was 
closed for renovation work, Chef Akin 
traveled to Chicago, Orlando and across 
the state of Florida to attend food shows 
and meet with produce, dairy, cattle and 
fisherie representatives, sourcing local 
products for her new menu. She is also 
working with the American Culinary 
Federation to complete her coursework 
and practical exams to become a CEC 
(Certified Executive Chef). 

“Both our happy hour bar menu and 
dinner menu have changed, allowing Chef 
Akin to spread her culinary wings,” said 
Preece.

In the few weeks Cielo has been open 
following the renovation, customers 
have showered the restaurant staff with 
compliments about how pleased they 

are to see so many positive changes 
completed on site.

“All of us at Cielo are beyond happy 
with the way the project turned out,” said 
Grover. “We hope that the guests of Cielo 
this season enjoy the new while enjoying 
dinner, an exotic cocktail by our resident 
mixologist Greg or a bottle of wine from 
our extensive collection.”

“Comments have been very positive 
about the new look from our regulars, and 
first time guests seem to like the look of 
the new design,” added Preece. “We have 
been told we are metropolitan but still 
have that Floridian feel.”

As for the future of Cielo, Grover 
explained that a successful businessman 
once told him, “To rest content with the 
way things are is the first sign of business 
decay.” 

“We will never rest at Cielo,” he 
added. “We will continue to improve 
every day.”  

Cielo, located at 1244 Periwinkle Way 
on Sanibel, serves dinner from 4:30 to 9 
p.m. seven days a week, with a Sunday 
brunch offered from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Happy hour is offered daily from 4:30 
to 6 p.m., with live piano entertainment 
Tuesday through Sunday starting 
at 6 p.m. For reservations or more 
information, call 472-5555 or visit www.
cielo-sanibel.com.

The new horseshoe-shaped bar area

Cielo’s wine wall measures 16 feet wide by eight feet tall
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LIVE 
ON THE 
ISLANDS

Restaurant owners/managers,  
please email or fax any changes to  

your entertainment schedule to  
press@islandsunnews.com  

or 395-2299.

Fast and Fresh to Go
To advertise call: 395-1213

CALL FOR 
DAILY SPECIALS

472-9300

Daily Lunch Specials • Salad Bar • Take-Out 
or Eat In • Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Open Daily 6 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Restaurant & Deli

Store Hours 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Voted Best Sushi
239-395-6013

shimasushisteak.com

Sundial Beach Resort & Spa • 1451 Middle Gulf Drive

FRESHLY PREPARED SUSHI- TO-GO!

FULL DELI, BAKERY
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

COLD BEVERAGES
Call us for your cookout, picnic 

 and party needs. We’ll take care of you!
Corner of Periwinkle Way & Tarpon Bay Road

472-1516
Chef Geoffrey

7AM - Close, 7 days a week. 
Take-Out or Eat-In 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Restaurant and Full Liquor Bar

See our full menu at: 
www.bluegirafferestaurant.com 

Periwinkle Place Shopping Center 239-472-2525

2463 Periwinkle Way2463 Periwinkle Way  
in the Bailey’s Centerin the Bailey’s CenterThe Sanibel SproutThe Sanibel Sprout

www.sanibelsprout.com www.sanibelsprout.com Follow Us On facebook:Follow Us On facebook:  The Sanibel SproutThe Sanibel Sprout

Open for breakfast, lunch and dinnerOpen for breakfast, lunch and dinner
Sanibel’s original fresh juice and smoothie barSanibel’s original fresh juice and smoothie bar

Catering and special orders welcomeCatering and special orders welcome

Gourmet vegan cuisineGourmet vegan cuisine
100% organic and non-GMO100% organic and non-GMO

Vegan Cafe and Juice BarVegan Cafe and Juice Bar
Open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.Open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Saturday Monday through Saturday 
noon to 7 p.m. on Sundaynoon to 7 p.m. on Sunday

239-472-4499239-472-4499

The Only Dockside Dining on Sanibel 
Located at the Sanibel Marina 
Specializing in Local Seafood 

We also feature Petite & 10 oz. Filet Mignons
 Dining Awards: 6 years running 472-8138 

WINNER Best Pizza 
Taste of the Islands

Gluten Free Options 
Pizza & Wings • Ice Cream

 & So MUCH MORE!

ANNIVERSARY
10th

pizza  •  wings  •  bagels  •  desserts            sandwiches   •  frozen yogurt   • soda “pop” 

Pizza – Homemade Dough And Sauce
Regular or Thin Crust

Small – 12” Regular Crust Cheese  11.95         Toppings       . 75¢ each

Large 16” Regular Crust Cheese  13.95          Toppings   1.00 each

TOPPINGS:
Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Meatballs, Bacon, Capicola, Mushrooms, 
Onions, Black Olives, Green Olives, Green Peppers, Banana Peppers, 
Jalapeños, Pineapple, Anchovies, Tomatoes, Spinach, Extra Cheese

SPECIALTY PIZZAS Large Only 16”
The Untanned Tourist    17.95
White Pizza, Olive Oil, Garlic, Spinach, Mozzarella, Italian Seasoning

Diana Ross “Supreme”    17.95
Pepperoni, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Onions, Black Olives, Sausage

Chest Grabber (Meat Lovers)  17.95
Pepperoni, Sausage, Meatballs, Ham, Bacon 

Tree Hugger (Veggie Lovers)   17.95
Mushrooms, Onion, Black Olives, Green Peppers, Tomatoes

The Nor’easter 18.95
Blue Cheese, Celery, Bu�alo Chicken Meat, Mozzarella Cheese

Margherita     18.95
Olive Oil, Fresh Mozzarella Cheese, Basil, Oregano, Tomatoes

Sanibel “Lighthouse”    18.95
Lo-Cal Veggie With Spinach, Tomatoes, Broccoli And Low Fat Cheese

Sam & Ella’s BBQ Chicken  17.95
Chicken, BBQ Sauce, Mozzarella Cheese

Chicken Wings – Hot, Medium, Mild, BBQ
 10 pc 7.50 /    20 pc 14.95      / 30 pc 20.00

Chicken Finger Basket with fries 8.25
Chicken Fingers Bu�alo Style   8.25
Side of French Fries    2.25

Served Hot & Delicious!!!

Prepared Meals TO GO

Soft Serve Frozen Yogurt & 
Hard Serve Ice Cream, 

Milkshakes, Sundaes, Flurries

Featuring Organic Co� ees

Delicious Breakfast Foods, 
Fresh Baked Pastries & Mu�  ns, Salads, 

Sandwiches, Subs, Homemade Soups

FREE DELIVERY 4 – CLOSE

Outdoor Seating • Wireless Internet

Deli Meats Sliced “To Go”

Beer & Wine

Best Co�ee on the Island!
1.89        2.22        2.59        8 Cup Box of Joe  12.00

Regular    •   Deep/Full Roast   •   Decaf   •   French Roast

Classics

Espresso Single 1.60  Double 2.10
Cappuccino Single 2.60  Double 3.20
La�e  Small   3.20   Large    3.70

Add any �avor .50

Café Mocha  Small   3.20  Large 3.70
Caramel Macchiato – Espresso, Caramel, Steamed Milk, Whipped Cream

Small 3.15  Large 3.85
Depth Charge  Small 2.65  Large 3.00
Shot of Espresso in Brewed Co�ee
Americano Small 1.95    Large 2.50
Espresso mellowed with Hot Water
Iced Co�ee Large 3.20
Blended Co�ee  Large 3.50
Chai La�e  Small 3.20  Large 3.75
Tea               2.00

CAFFEINE FREE: Ask for any of the above to make with Decaf if you would prefer!

Fountain Soda “Pop”  
 20 oz. 1.50       32 oz. 2.00

BAGELS 1.25
With Cream Cheese add .75
With Peanut Bu�er add .75

DESSERTS 
Check our case for today’s homemade selections!!

Cookies – Baked Daily 1.50
CAKES • PIES • KEY LIME PIE

239-472-2555
2330 Palm Ridge Road • Sanibel, FL 33957

(in plaza across from CVS)

Side of French Fries     2.25

Winner 
BEST PIZZA

Taste of the Islands

Go west on Periwinkle 
Way. Veer right onto 
Palm Ridge Road 

passing The Village 
Shoppes on right. 

We are located in the 
plaza across from CVS.

If you can’t �nd us 
call us! 

“Where, Oh Where, Is Sanibel Deli & Co�ee?”

www.sanibeldeli.com

Hot Coffee, Bagels & DessertsPizza & Wings

Winner Best Pizza Taste of the Islands

BEST PIZZABEST PIZZABEST PIZZASc
rat

ch & Sniff
Winner 

BEST PIZZA
Taste of the Islands

 Take Out  •   Free Delivery

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

GF

Open 7 Days
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

We Cater!   • Gluten Free Options
Serving Pizza & Wings

Frozen Yogurt  & So MUCH MORE!

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & LaterBreakfast, Lunch & Dinner & LaterBreakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

Sanibel‛s Favorite Delicatessen 

BOAR’S HEADBOAR’S HEAD

Dine In or Take Out (Across from CVS)

239-472-2555
2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
www.sanibeldeli.com

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner & Later

Sanibel’sFavoriteDelicatessen

White and Dark Chocolate 
Mousse with Strawberries

12 large strawberries, rinsed, hulled 
and sliced

Fresh mint, for garnish
White Chocolate Mousse Ingredients:
3 ounces white chocolate for baking, 

broken into pieces
¾ cup heavy whipping cream, divided
2 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
Dark Chocolate Mousse Ingredients:
3 ounces dark chocolate for baking, 

broken into pieces
¾ cup heavy whipping cream, divided
2 tablespoons confectioners’ sugar
½ teaspoon vanilla extract
In a small saucepot combine ¼ cup 

heavy cream and the white chocolate 
pieces. Cook over medium heat until the 
chocolate is completely melted. Remove 
from heat and cool completely.Beat 

remaining cream, confectioners’ sugar, 
and vanilla extract in small mixing bowl 
until stiff peaks form (do not overbeat). 
Fold melted baking bar mixture into 
whipped cream; refrigerate. Spoon into 

serving bowl or individual dishes. To 
assemble the dish layer the two mousses 
with the strawberries in four wide-rim 
glasses.Keep cold and garnish with fresh 
mint.

White and Dark Chocolate Mousse with Strawberries   photo courtesy Fresh From Florida

Cielo has live entertainment with 
pianist and vocalist Scott McDonald 
Tuesday through Sunday.

Island Cow has live entertainment on 
Friday with Dan Confrey. Peter Redpath 
plays on Saturday. Dan Confrey returns 
on Sunday.

The Jac Sanibel Island Bar & Grille 
has live entertainment on Friday with The 
Wildlings. James Prather performs on 
Thursdays.

Traders Coastal Cuisine has live 
entertainment Tuesday and Thursday 
with Danny Morgan and Friends. Chris 
Workman plays on Wednesday. 
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Award-Winning 
Pianist To Perform 
At St. Michael’s

St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal 
Church will host pianist Qilin 
Sun in a piano concert on Friday, 

December 27 at 7 p.m. at the church. 
The recital is part of the St. Michael’s 
Nourishment for Body, Mind and Spirit 
lecture and concert series. It is free and 
open to the public.

Sun will play on the church’s new 
Steinway grand piano, a gift of the late 
Bob Ingraham and his wife, June.

Hailed by the Irish Times as a 
brilliant performer with “unfettered 
enthusiasm,” Sun made her orchestral 
debut at age 11, playing Mozart’s Piano 
Concerto No. 23, K. 488 with the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra. Since 
then, she has performed in various 
venues throughout Asia, Europe and 
North America. She has also received 
a number of awards and accolades, 
including first prize in the Xing Hai Cup 
National Youth Piano Competition in 
Beijing, second prize in the China Wen 
Hua Award National Piano Competition, 
and first prize in the 5th Asian Piano 
Competition in Hong Kong.

Her recent concert highlights include 
the opening gala concert with the 
Chengdu Orchestra in the City Concert 
Hall in China and recitals at Alice Tully 
Hall of Lincoln Center, Royal Dublin 
Society of Ireland, Ruïnekerk in the 
Netherlands, Imperial Palace of Goslar 
in Germany, Grand Hall of Sichuan 
Conservatory of Music in China, 
Aspen Chapel in Colorado, Chateau of 
Fontainebleau in France, Studzinski Hall 
of Bowdoin College, Paul Hall, Morse 
Hall, and the Peter J. Sharp Theater of 
The Juilliard School, along with other 
various venues throughout New York 
City.

As a collaborative musician, Sun 
is currently a member of the Altezza 
Piano Trio. Having been promoted by 
The Juilliard School’s Honors Chamber 
Music Program, the trio made its 
recital debut at Alice Tully Hall and is 
quickly establishing itself as a promising 
ensemble in New York City. In addition, 
as a member of The New Juilliard 

Ensemble, Sun premiered several new 
works playing the piano and celesta in 
Alice Tully Hall.

Born in Sichuan, China, Sun started 
playing the piano at age 3. After 
completing her bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees at The Juilliard School in 2018, 
she was accepted again by The Juilliard 
School for the doctor of musical arts 
degree, the most prestigious program 
the school offers. She is currently a 
CV Starr doctoral fellow under the 
tutelage of Yoheved Kaplinsky and Matti 
Raekallio.

For more information, contact Alan 
Kelmereit at 472-2173 or visit www.
saintmichaels-sanibel.org. St. Michael & 
All Angels Episcopal Church is located at 
2304 Periwinkle Way on Sanibel.

Holiday Desserts Workshop
A Hands-on Holiday Desserts 

workshop will be held on Saturday, 
December 21 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Lean how to make chocolate truffles, 
croquembouche, snowball cookies, kringla 
cake and chocolate brittle. Cost is $45 
for members and $55 for guests.

BIG ARTS Current Events 
The BIG ARTS Current Events group 

meets from 10 a.m. to noon on Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 

Indoor Mini Golf
The indoor mini golf course – a 

Sanibel holiday tradition – opens for play 
on Thursday, December 26 from 4 to 7 
p.m. Additional dates include Friday and 
Saturday, December 27 and 28 from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Cost is $3 for nine holes. 
Daily prizes are provided by Sunny Island 
Adventures. Prizes for each player are 
provided by Zoomers.  

Sanibel Yoga 
Yoga Nidra with Dr. Susan Susan 

Pataky is offered on Mondays from 3 to 
4 p.m. Experience the powerful practice 
of deep relaxation. 

Sanibel Yoga with Vinyasa is offered 
on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and Gentle Yoga 
at 11:15 a.m. On Thursdays, yoga for all 
levels is held at 10 a.m. and Gentle Yoga 

continued on page 37

Qilin Sun photo provided       

1100 par view, sanibel  239-472-9222  maliafoods.com

dinner  
should   

always be  
a new  

adventure

EASY TO FIND. IMPOSSIBLE TO FORGET.
Just two minutes off Periwinkle  
at the entrance to the Sanibel Golf Club.

Island life has a unique flavor—easy, casual, adventurous. 

NOTHING FANCY. JUST FANTASTIC. 
Malia Island Fusion Cuisine offers wonderful food,  
friendly atmosphere and fabulous cocktails with  
that same island flavor. Expect to be surprised by  
our chef’s fresh, authentic creations. Or dive into  
our island favorites like Tuna Nachos, Scallop and  
Shrimp Curry and Island Fish Stew. It’s the  
perfect balance of casual and cuisine.  

Slip into your flip-flops for an adventure with  
family and friends. Come experience what the  
whole island is talking about.

BEST NEW RESTAURANT 2019   
BEST DESSERTS 2019    

FAMILY OWNED BY LOCAL RESIDENTS

Community House
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The Community House

Sugarcane

by Resident Chef Jarred Harris

Sugarcane is a group of grass 
species that belongs to Poaceae 
family. Other members of this 

family include corn, wheat and rice. 
Sugarcane is grown around the world 
primarily to produce sugar, however, 
sugarcane plants are also used for 
making ethanol, molasses, bagasse 
(animal fodder) and rum. Fibers from 
the sugarcane plant can be woven 
into fabrics and used to make paper 
products.

Sugar is produced from sugarcane 
juice that’s extracted from the stalk 
of the plant. This process involves 
crushing, heating, cooling and refining 
the sugarcane juice. In the United 
States, sugar cane is grown in Florida, 
Louisiana and Hawaii. Brazil is the 
largest producer of sugarcane in the 
world.

Sugarcane was originally 
domesticated around 8,000 BC in New 

Guinea. During the 5th century AD, 
a chemist found a way to crystalize 
sugarcane juice to make sugar easier to 
transport. The sugarcane plant reached 
Spain around 715 AD, introduced 
to the Americas during the 16th and 
17th centuries. During this time, many 
sugarcane farms were formed across 
the world using African slaves as their 
primary labor source.

Sugarcane juice has many health 
benefits and has been used as a natural 
remedy for hundreds of years. The 
juice is rich in powerful antioxidants 
that help fight infections and boost the 
immune system. Sugarcane juice is also 
rich in iron, potassium, magnesium, 
calcium and electrolytes.

Fresh sugarcane can be purchased at 
Caribbean and Latin markets. You can 
also buy it online.

Here is a simple recipe to try using 
fresh sugarcane:

Grilled Sugarcane Shrimp
Ingredients
Juice and zest of 1 lime
½ cup soy sauce
¼ cup Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp. dark rum
1 tbsp. coconut oil
1 tsp. Demerara sugar
2 cloves of garlic (minced)
1 jalapeño pepper (seeded and 

chopped fine)
2 pounds large shrimp (peeled and 

deveined)
24 two-inch chunks fresh pineapple
12 eight-inch sugarcane skewers
Method
Place the first eight ingredients in a 

blender and blend until smooth.
Place the shrimp in a zip-closure bag 

and pour the marinade on the shrimp. 
Refrigerate for 1 hour (overnight is 
best).

Remove the shrimp from the bag 
and skewer 1 pineapple chunk then 1 
shrimp and then a second pineapple 
chunk on each skewer.

Place the shrimp skewers on the grill 
and cook until lightly browned. Turn the 
skewers once and cook for an additional 
3 to 5 minutes.

Remove the shrimp skewers from 
the grill and serve.

Resident Chef Jarred Harris heads 
the Culinary Education Center at 
The Community House on Sanibel. 
For volunteer opportunities or 
questions, contact him at kitchen@
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call 
472-2155.

Garden Club 
Auction Set  
For January 14

Fay Carney will serve as auctioneer 
at the Shell Islands Garden Club 
Biennial Auction, to be held on 

Tuesday, January 14 at The Community 
House. Carney, a garden club member 
and colorful raconteur, will auction off a 
variety of quality items related to home 
and garden, as well as themed baskets, 
gift certificates from local businesses, 
handcrafted one-of-a kind treasures, 
jewelry and household furnishings.

Jeannine Brinkerhoff and Maggie 
Butcher are co-chairing the event and 
promise “a lively auction with some 
interesting items.” There will also be a 
silent auction, in which attendees may 
place their bids on select items until the 
final bell.

The public is invited to attend. 
According to Brinkerhoff, this event is 
highly anticipated and offers “something 
for everyone and a fun afternoon for a 
good cause.” The Community House 
doors will open at noon with auction 
bidding to begin at 12:15 p.m.

Light refreshments will be served.
The auction is the nonprofit

continued on page 33

“Fresh ingredients, simplicity, love... 
the recipe for a treasured dining experience” 

– Chef/Owner AJ Black

7 Days • 5-10 pm
751 Tarpon Bay Road

Sanibel Island, FL
Reservations Suggested

www.iltesoro.net • 239-395-4022 

F I N E   I T A L I A N   C U I S I N E

IL TESORO RISTORANTE

i n s p i r e d  b y  I s l a n d  Fa r e  i n  a  b i s t r o  s t y l e

VOTED “BEST CHEF”
BEST OF THE ISLANDS AWARD

TASTE OF THE ISLANDS 
IRON CHEF WINNER AJ BLACK
Celebrating Our 10 Year Anniversary

Extensive New Wine List 
Tasting Menu

Fay Carney photo provided

Follow Us On Facebook & Instagram

“To enrich community spirit through educational,  
cultural and social gatherings in our 

historic Community House.”   
The SCA is a 501c 3 Organization.

(239) 472-2155
email info@sanibelcommunityhouse.net

2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957

What’s Happening 
At The House

For Full Schedule of ALL
Happenings, visit

www.SanibelCommunityHouse.net

MONDAYS
10 am Shell Crafter Lesson

Limited Seating

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
10 am & 11:15 am Sanibel Yoga

THURS. DECEMBER 19
9 am Home Schoolers Cooking

SAT. DECEMBER 21
9 am - 12 pm Hands-On  

Holiday Desserts

MON. DECEMBER 23
No Shell Crafters
3 pm Yoga Nidra

MINI GOLF
THURS. DECEMBER 26  4 - 7 pm 

FRI. DECEMBER 27  9 - 7 pm
SAT. DECEMBER 28  9 - 7 pm

Payments online:
www.sanibelcommunityhouse.net

Shell Crafts, Local Honey & Product For Sale

Save the Date
SCA Gala January 31

We are currently looking 
for Mini Golf Sponsors
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BUFFET HIGHLIGHTS
Award-Winning Sushi & Iced Seafood Bar

Hors d'Oeuvres Table
Field Greens Salad Bar

Made-to-Order Omelet & Waffle Station
or Taste of Italy Pasta Station*

Glazed Bone-In Virginia Ham
Salmon Duxelle en Croute

Grain Mustard and Herb-Crusted Ribeye Loin
Honey-Maple Fried Turkey

Fully Loaded Baked Sweet Potato
Roasted Winter Vegetables

Saffron & Sage Risotto
Chef's Dessert Display

*Omelets and Waffles at 10am-12pm 
seatings; Pasta at 1-3pm seatings.

1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL ISLAND

For the full menu, visit sundialresort.com.
FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL 239.395.6013

Christmas
JOIN US FOR A HOLIDAY BUFFET!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25 10AM-3PM
ADULTS $58 · CHILDREN 4–12 $29 · CHILDREN 3 & UNDER FREE

Plus tax and gratuity. Reservations will be guaranteed with a credit card. 
Cancellations must be made at least 72 hours in advance to avoid a charge to the account.

WE WISH YOU A BEACHY

New Ice Cream 
Flavor To Debut 
At Fundraiser

Capt. Chris Wittman of Captains 
for Clean Water has joined forces 
with Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice 

Cream for a yearlong fundraising effort 
supporting education on the issues facing 
Florida’s estuaries and the Everglades. 
Wittman, along with Laurie and Alice 
Verme of Sanibel’s Best Homemade 
Ice Cream, have created a new ice 
cream flavor, with proceeds from sales 
benefiting Captains for Clean Water. 

“Every scoop sold of our new top 
secret ice cream flavor in 2020 will 
raise funds to support water education 
and outreach,” said Wittman, a self-
proclaimed ice cream lover. “We will 
unveil the new flavor at the fundraiser 
kickoff on Sanibel Island January 3rd.”

“Captains for Clean Water is fighting 
to overcome the most important 
challenge facing our community,” said 
Laurie Verme, owner of Sanibel’s Best 
Homemade Ice Cream, formerly known 
as Pinocchio’s. “I grew up on the North 
Shore of Long Island and my father was 
a bayman,” said Verme. “I recall dolphins 
swimming in Long Island Sound until 
the water became unfit; they migrated 
south and so did we. Now with the risk 
of history repeating, my family and I 
want to help make 2020 a turning point 
year for clean water. Water is life and is 
the most important part of our world. 
Working with Capt. Chris and his team, 
we aim to make a difference and hope to 
turn heads in government at all levels.”

Chauncey Goss, chairman of the 
South Florida Water Management 
District Board, serves on the Captains 
for Clean Water board of directors and 

plans to join local dignitaries and the 
Sanibel and Captiva Islands Chamber of 
Commerce at the kickoff.

“STEM students will join in and learn 
all we can,” said Kelly Johnson, STEM 
leader at The Sanibel School. “Who can 
say no to ice cream and a good cause?”

“We encourage the public to stay 
informed and consider becoming a 
member of Captains for Clean Water,” 
said Wittman. “Water quality impacts 
everything from our economy to our way 
of life. We invite everyone to join us as 
advocates for long-term, science-based 
solutions to the manmade water crisis in 
South Florida.”

The Captains for Clean Water 2020 
Sanibel fundraiser will take place at 
Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice Cream, 
located at 362 Periwinkle Way, from 
noon to 6 p.m. on Friday, January 3. 

For more information, visit www.
captainsforcleanwater.org.

From page 32

Garden Club
organization’s biggest fundraising 
event. Proceeds from the auction help 
support the following local organizations: 
Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation 
(SCCF); Clinic for the Rehabilitation of 
Wildlife (CROW); Sanibel Community 
Association; Sanibel Historical Museum 
and Village; and ECHO, a worldwide, 
outreach organization that teaches 
sustainable farming methods. 

The Shell Islands Garden Club meets 
on the second Tuesday of the month 
from October to May. Members take 
part in a variety of pursuits, such as floral 
arranging, garden tours and field trips to 
local nurseries, and helping to create and 
maintain native plantings in public places. 

For more information, visit www.
sanibelgardenclub.org.

From left, Alice and Laurie Verme of Sanibel’s Best Homemade Ice Cream inventing ice 
cream flavors in the lab with Capt. Chris Wittman, co-founder of Captains for Clean Water
 photo provided
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New Year’s Eve 2019 Five Course Tasting Menu  
Seatings at 6 pm and 8:30 pm • Call for Reservations

$150 pp with wine pairings, $110 pp without wine pairings
Tax and Gratuity not included

1625 Periwinkle Way • 239.472.1956
www.SweetMelissasCafe.com

COURSE ONE - Choice of:
- Potato Leek Soup with Caviar • Pinot Noir 
- Roasted Porcini Mushroom Salad • Red Blend
COURSE TWO - Choice of:
- Foie Gras Ravioli • Friulano Friuli
- Crawfish Spring Roll • Sauvignon
COURSE THREE - Choice of:
- Five Spiced Butter Poached Lobster Tail • Spumante
- Japanese Style Grilled Octopus & Tuna • Zinfandel
COURSE FOUR - Choice of:
- Venison Loin • Syrah
- Wagyu Tenderloin • Nebbiolo
COURSE FIVE - Choice of:
- Chocolate Mousse Trio • Solera
- Grilled Lemongrass Pound Cake • Reisling

SEASON 6

Selfie Station, 
Virtual Reality  
At Sanibel Library

Weekly children’s programs 
with Youth Service Librarian 
Deanna Evans continue this 

month at Sanibel Public Library. STEM 
programs for all ages have been added 
to the schedule. The events are on the 
calendar at the library’s website at www.
sanlib.org.

Storytime for preschoolers and their 
caregivers will be held on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays at 11 a.m. Family 
Storytime helps develop pre-reading 
skills through songs and stories. No 
registration required.

The After-School Crew (for 
kindergarten through fifth grade) will 
meet at 3 p.m. on Thursdays. There will 
be books, puzzles, games, crafts and 
snacks. No registration required. No 
program on Thursday, December 26.

Stop by the library from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Friday, December 27 to test 
drive a virtual reality viewer. Patrons 
ages 13 and older can take the Deep 
Sea Adventure: Whale Encounter and 
Coral Reef, a VR underwater world.

The public is invited to these 
programs and there is no additional cost 
to participate.

Use the selfie station in the main 
lobby to take a photo posing with 
holiday props. You can email the photos 
to yourself or to friends up north.

The book discussion group is reading 
Chances Are… by Richard Russo. 
The discussion begins at 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, January 22. Copies of 
books for discussion are offered in a 
variety of formats, including audiobook, 
eBook and large print. While it is 
preferable to come to the discussion 
having read the book, all are welcome. 

The book for February is The Dutch 
House by Ann Patchett.

The library has an abundance of 
materials to help you organize and 
plan your holiday meals. If you’re 
looking for culinary inspiration, try a 
cookbook like The Best of America’s 
Test Kitchen 2020, or the classic (and 
updated this year), Joy of Cooking. 
There are also magazines with holiday 
tips including Martha Stewart Living 
and Bon Appétit. The library also offers 
music streaming services – Freegal 
and Hoopla – with millions of songs, 
including holiday music playlists from 

continued on page 35

Bryson Stanley experiences virtual reality at Sanibel Public LibrarySend a selfie from Sanibel Public Library photos provided
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1451 MIDDLE GULF DRIVE, SANIBEL ISLAND

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
ADULTS $84.99 · CHILDREN 4–12 $32.49

CHILDREN 3 & UNDER FREE
A limited number of cabanas with reserved seating are available at $788.49 and include admission for up to ten.

ISLAND-STYLE BUFFET  ¬  STILT WALKER

FIRE DANCER SHOW  ¬  GAMES

PIE EATING CONTEST

DJ & LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

FACE PAINTING  ¬  FIRE PIT S'MORES

COUNTDOWN TOAST

AND MORE!

NEW YEAR'S EVE

shellebration

FOR TICKETS, CALL 800.838.3006 
OR VISIT SUNDIAL.BPT.ME

FISH Of SanCap 
Welcomes Back 
Volunteers

FISH of SanCap extends a heartfelt 
“Welcome back!” to all seasonal 
volunteers. Thanks to FISH 

volunteers, the community is stronger; 
they are heroes who accomplish 
remarkable feats every day and have 
a real impact on the lives of island 
neighbors. With volunteer help, FISH 
continues to honor its mission, “to lend 
a helping hand to those that live, work 
or visit Sanibel and Captiva islands.”

“We are thrilled to see our seasonal 
volunteers return, and we have lots of 
areas that can use their assistance. And, 
we are always looking for additional 
people who want to volunteer within 
their community. Even if you have just 
one hour, once a week, we can find a 
place for you,” said Maria Espinoza, 

FISH Walk-In Center manager. 
FISH recently held a volunteer 

recruitment social to introduce 
the community to the available 
opportunities. Volunteers are trained 
in their area(s) of interest and placed 
with a more seasoned volunteer to 
shadow. There are always opportunities 
to become involved with FISH, from 
transportation to meal delivery, phone 
duty to stocking shelves.

“FISH could not offer the programs 
and services to the extent that we do 
without our fantastic volunteer force. 
Our islands have some of the most 
committed volunteers with an incredible 
range and depth of experience that is 
fundamental to our success. We are 
looking forward to celebrating our 
volunteers at the FISH Annual Meeting 
and Volunteer Recognition Luncheon, 
scheduled for February 19,” added 
Alicia Tighe, FISH executive director.

To learn more about FISH and 
volunteer opportunities, contact Maria 
Espinoza at 472-4775.

Volunteers are a big part of FISH of SanCap’s success photo provided

From page 34

Sanibel Library
pop and country to classical.

Sanibel Public Library loans out 
cooking kits, which check out like 
library books. The kits are circulated 
in bags with a coordinating cookbook 
and instructions. Some of the kits are 
especially handy at this time of year, 
like the dip server, cookie kit, pie, cake 
and tart kits, or crêpe kit.

Sanibel Public Library cards are 
available to all residents of Sanibel and 

Lee County at no charge. Visitor cards 
are available for a $10 fee and are good 
for one year.

Sanibel Public Library will be closed 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, December 
24 and 25. The library will close early 
on New Year’s Eve, open from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Tuesday, December 31. It 
will be closed on Wednesday, January 1 
for New Year’s Day.

Sanibel Public Library is located 
at 770 Dunlop Road. For more 
information, call 472-2483, or visit 
www.sanlib.org.
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Doug Wilson
239-292-3314

“Call to discuss
your needs”

• Home Repairs
• Wood Repairs
• Power Washing

THE SANIBEL 
HANDYMAN
HOME REPAIRS SPECIALIST!

Island Resident, Licensed & Insured

Book Review

The Guardians
by Di Saggau

John Grisham’s 
latest novel 
The Guardians 

is a suspenseful 
thriller about a 
workaholic attorney 
and Episcopal 
priest named Cullen 
Post. Post is an 
“innocence lawyer” 
who works to free 

people who he feels have been wrongfully 
incarcerated. He writes, “Prison is a 
nightmare for those who deserve it. For 
those who don’t, it is a daily struggle to 
maintain some level of sanity. For those 
who suddenly learn that there is proof of 
their innocence yet they remain locked up, 
the situation is literally maddening.” 

His main case involves a young black 
man named Quincy Miller, who was 
found guilty of shooting a lawyer named 
Keith Russo, in the small Florida town of 
Seabrook. There were no witnesses and no 
one with a motive, but Quincy was tried, 
convicted and sent to prison for life. He’s 
been in prison for 22 years, maintaining 
his innocence. He says a fellow inmate 
fabricated a story about him being the 
killer, and his ex-wife made false claims 
about him owning several guns. Another 
witness lied about him fleeing the scene of 
the crime. As Post looks for evidence in 
this cold case to free his client, it puts him 
in serious danger. The lawyer Quincy was 
convicted of killing had ties to a drug cartel 
and so does the retired sheriff who handled 
the original investigation. 

Post works for Guardian Ministries, 
a four-person team dedicated to righting 
wrongs of the criminal justice system. 
Powerful, ruthless people murdered Keith 
Russo, and they do not want Quincy 
Miller exonerated. Grisham again delivers 
a complex thriller that deals with not only 
false incarceration, but the death penalty 
and how the legal system shows prejudice. 
In the book he writes, “Correction facilities 
are huge businesses. In the U.S. there are 

over two million people locked up, and 
it takes one million employees and $80 
billion in tax dollars to take care of them.”

I would like to see more books with 
Cullen Post in the lead to free those 
who have been falsely imprisoned. The 
Guardian lives up to Grisham’s reputation 
for entertaining legal fiction.

Top 10 Books 
On The Island

1. Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes
2. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 

Owens
3. Minute to Midnight by David 

Baldacci
4. Daisy Jones and the Six by Taylor 

Jenkins Reid
5. Collector’s Apprentice by BA 

Shapiro
6. Chef by James Patterson
7. Warning by Anonymous
8. Ninth House by Leah Bardugo
9. Talking to Strangers by Leah Weiss
10. Holidays on Ice by David Sedaris

Courtesy MacIntosh Books and Paper.

image provided

School Smart
by Shelley M. 
Greggs, NCSP

Dear 
Shelley,

My 
grandchildren will 
be visiting me 
for this holiday 
season, and I need 
some suggestions 
for educational 
gifts that don’t 

involve technology. They get enough 
of that from their parents. I don’t have 
much room for large toys or sports 
equipment either. My granddaughter is 
age 8 and my grandson is age 10. What 
suggestions do you have?

Jesse L, Sanibel
Jesse,
Your grandchildren are at wonderful 

ages for many non-toy, non-tech gifts 
that are educational and fun. I have 
listed several suggestions that I hope 
you find appealing.

You might purchase a series of 
classes for them: music, dance, riding, 
drawing, acting -- classes are a great 
way to encourage children in their 
interests. Find out their interests and 
what’s available in their hometown and 
sign them up.

You might purchase a family 
membership in their local zoo, science 
museum, children’s museum, YMCA 
membership, etc. These are particularly 
great for family gifts. Many young 
families want to enjoy day outings, but 
affording them can be a challenge, 
so give them the gift of a yearly 
membership.

Purchase a magazine subscription 
for something they are interested in. 
Kids enjoy getting things in the mail 
and, as a plus, they will be practicing 
their reading and learning specialized 
vocabulary.

Purchase tickets to “special events” 
either in their hometown or for an 
event during their visit or both. Movie 
tickets or tickets to a play, concert or 
sports event are great. Having an event 
to look forward to is exciting for kids.

Kids love activities like miniature 
golf, bowling, skating and jumping 
on a trampoline. These are so much 
fun, and a big part of the fun is going 
together. Children love spending time 
with the adults in their lives, plus these 
activities will provide for some exercise.

Games and puzzles are great 
activities for developing memory and 
cognitive skills like problem solving. 
Games teach a lot, too, and not just 
factual information but social skills as 
well.

Books are my all-time favorite gifts 
for kids both young and old, and the 
benefits from reading are endless. While 
a book from their favorite author is 
always welcome, you might want to try 
something new, like reading poetry, 
a play or a mystery out loud to one 
another.

A gift given to a charity chosen by 
the child. Depending on the age of 
your child, this may or may not be an 
appropriate gift, but if so, introduce 

several charities to your child. Include 
organizations that work in your area 
(such as a food bank), that do work that 
is important to your family (perhaps, 
planting trees in deforested areas), or 
that your child would find intriguing 
(say, provides school supplies to low 
income kids in your community). Let 
the child choose a charity and give 
a gift in your child’s name to that 
organization. Deliver the gift in person, 
if appropriate. Alternatively, you could 
find a Christmas Giving Tree-type 
program in your area and gift your 
child the same gifts you provide for the 
low-income child in need to serve as a 
reminder of how kids everywhere all 
just want to play and feel loved.

I hope that these suggestions are 
useful to you and result in happy gift 
giving and receiving!

Shelley Greggs is adjunct 
faculty at Florida SouthWestern 
State College, where she teaches 
psychology and education courses. 
She is also a nationally certified school 
psychologist and consultant for School 
Consultation Services, a private 
educational consulting company. 
Questions for publication may be 
addressed to smgreggs@gmail.com. 
Not all questions submitted can be 
addressed through this publication.

Academy Academy Contenders

BIG ARTS 
Academy 
Award Series

by Stan Gembicki 

The BIG 
ARTS 2019 
Academy 

Award Contenders 
Series at Island 
Cinema begins 
Wednesday, 
January 8 at 
12:30 p.m. and 
will continue for 
five Wednesdays 

at the same time through February 5. 
Each week, one of the top Academy 
Award contender films will be screened 
followed by a discussion at Island 
Cinema. The films will be announced 
as soon as they are confirmed, usually 
seven to eight days prior to the 
screening.

This popular series allows movie 
lovers to see some of the best films of 
the year and offers an opportunity to 
join others in a lively discussion led by 
experienced moderators. 

Films to be shown will include some 
of the following: JoJo Rabbit, Little 
Women, 1917, A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood, Knives Out, The 
Lighthouse, Ford v Ferrari, and Once 
Upon a Time in Hollywood.

Mark your calendars now. Tell your 
friends and watch for notices in the 
Island Sun containing updates about 
the films in the series. Tickets are 
available at the door or in advance at 
the Island Cinema Box Office, located 
in Bailey’s Shopping Center.
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Applicants 
Sought For 
Christmas Fund
by Jeff Lysiak

Rockin’ Christmas Fund is once 
again taking scholarship assistance 
applications from students that 

have suffered sudden loss of a parent, 
impacting their ability to pay for college 
or university tuition.

Founded by Sanibel residents Vincent, 
Illona, Victoria and Whitney Wolanin, 
Rockin’ Christmas Fund is a 501(c) 
nonprofit endowed fund, where 100 
percent of donations go towards the 
cause of helping students who suffered 
the unexpected sudden loss of a parent. 

“When a student has lost a parent, 
it can be devastating, especially when 
it is their dream to attend a university. 
Rockin’ Christmas Fund is a scholarship 
that helps lighten that burden for high 
achieving students,” explained Vincent 
Wolanin. 

In Florida, the fund has aided 
students attending Florida Gulf Coast 
University, Ave Maria University and 
the University of Florida. But the impact 
doesn’t stop there; the fund also aids 
students in many other universities and 
institutions across the country.

Since it was founded over 25 years 
ago, the fund has raised several million 
dollars in scholarship and assistance 
money for college students and children. 

Applicants should email the required 

information in a letter to be considered 
via email to RockinScholarships@
RockinChristmas.net or by postal mail to 
Rockin’ Christmas Fund, P.O. Box 1515, 
Sanibel, FL 33957-1515. The following 
information should be provided: 

The story and circumstances behind 
the financial need;

The school being attended, grade 
point average (GPA), major, expected 
year of graduation;

Extracurricular activities at school or 

in the community;
Goals after graduation once 

completed.
To make a donation to the fund, send 

your check to Rockin’ Christmas Fund, 

P.O. Box 1515, Sanibel, FL 33957-1515. 
All donations are tax deductible, and the 
Wolanin family and Wolanin affiliated 
companies match all donations, thereby 
doubling all donated amounts.

From page 31

Community House
at 11:15 a.m. 

Cost is $18 for members and $20 
for guests.

Shell Crafting 
Shell craft lessons are held at 10 

a.m. on Mondays (no lessons on 
December 23). All ages are welcome 
but children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Cost is $3 to $5 per project, 
supplies provided. Shell Crafters are on 
site until 1 p.m. on Mondays for those 
who would like to view or purchase 
their work. 

Honey, Pickles And Jellies
Locally harvested honey is for sale, 

as well as chutneys, pickles and jellies 
made by Chef Jarred Harris.

The Community House is 
located at 2173 Periwinkle Way. 
For more information, visit www.
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call  
472-2155.

Members of the Wolanin family, from left, Illona, Whitney, Vincent and Victoria, taken at City 
Hall in Vienna, Austria photo courtesy TopNotch Entertainment Corp.

2018 Taste Of The Taste Winner

Monday - Trivia -- 5:30 pm
Tuesday - Music with Bill Beck -- 5:30 pm
Wednesday - Music with Dan Smyth -- 5:30 pm
Thursday - Bingo -- 6:30 pm
Friday - Music Trivia -- 6:30 pm
Saturday - Music with Dan Smyth -- 5:30 pm

Music & Entertainment

1523 Periwinkle Way • (239) 472-7770
www.TheFishHouseRestaurants.com
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Island Cotillion 
Hosts First Dance 
Of The Season

The Island Cotillion held its first dinner 
dance of the season on December 
5 at The Sanctuary Golf Club on 

Sanibel. Members and guests danced to 

the music of the White House Band. 
The Island Cotillion is made up of 

Sanibel and Captiva residents who get 

together to share their love of dancing. 
There are two formal dinner dances and 
one informal dance each year. 

For more information about joining the 
group, call Julie Boyd, steering committee 
chair, at 395-0464.

Norma and Charles Emerson

White House Band

Island Cotilion Steering Committee Chair 
Julie Boyd  photos provided

Jim and Kathleen Salzman

Sherry and Neal Halleran

Mandy and Steve Greenstein

Hosts of the December Island Cotillion Dinner Dance, from left, Judy and Bill Cheney, Deborah and Bill Larson, and Marjorie and Will Smith 
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Gulfshore Opera 
Performances  
On Sanibel

Gulfshore Opera will return to Sanibel 
with two concerts for its sixth 
season. GO Cabaret will perform 

A Salute to Louis Armstrong at The 
Community House on Saturday, January 
25 beginning at 7 p.m. Tickets are $45 
and include appetizers and wine.

GO Artists in Residence, accompanied 
by a jazz trio, salute Louis Armstrong 

with selections by Louis Armstrong, Ella 
Fitzgerald and Frank Sinatra. Jazz pianist 
Tony Viviano leads the trio that includes 
FGCU Jazz Studies professor Brandon 
Robertson, who recently released his 
debut album Bass’d on a True Story, and 
drummer Rick Costa. 

On Saturday, February 8, Gulfshore 
Opera presents its Passionate Puccini 
concert at Sanibel Congregational United 
Church of Christ at 7 p.m. Delight in 
the great arias and scenes from Puccini’s 
Tosca, Turandot, Madama Butterfly 
and a sneak peek into the upcoming 
production of La Bohème. Tickets are 

$50 for premium seating and $35 for 
general admission.

Passionate Puccini brings the 
Gulfshore Opera Professional Artists in 
Residence with regional favorite, soprano 
Robyn Lamp. Lamp performed the role of 
Lucrezia Borgia last season on the Opera 
Meets Broadway Gala, also performing 
with Broadway star Norm Lewis. That 
same evening, Lamp stepped in as a 
last-minute replacement for the Verdi 
Requiem with the Southwest Florida 
Symphony.

Gulfshore Opera brings high quality 
artists to Southwest Florida. Joining 
Gulfshore Opera this season is soprano 
Chelsea Lehnea, fresh off debuts at the 
Washington National Opera and the 
Merola Opera Program at San Francisco 
Opera. Lehnea will be performing the 
role of Musetta in La Bohème. Peter Lake 
joins as Rodolfo in La Bohème, and serves 
as the tenor artist in residence. Lake has 
been seen with the Savannah VOICE 
Festival, directed by Sherrill Milnes and 
the Pacific Opera Project with a world 
premiere English/Japanese production of 
Madama Butterfly. Neil Nelson, having 
just performed the title role in Porgy & 
Bess with the South Florida Symphony 
Orchestra, returns to Gulfshore Opera as 
an artist in residence. In addition to singing 
Marcello in La Bohème, Nelson will be 
featured on the GO Cabaret Series in A 
Salute to Louis Armstrong. 

The Community House is located 
at 2173 Periwinkle Way. Sanibel 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
is located at 2050 Periwinkle Way. For 
tickets, visit www.gulfshoreopera.org or 
call 529-3925.

GO Cabaret  photo provided

Announces Its First  
TWILIGHT TALK OF 2020

January 15
About Community-CHR’s 40th Anniversary 

At The Community House. Program begins at 7:00 p.m.

Sanibel Historical Museum & VillageSanibel Historical Museum & Village

The history of Sanibel becoming a city and CHR! CHR formed 
in 1979 as a nonprofit to address the growing need for affordable 
housing on Sanibel. It was in 1983 that an ordinance was passed 

by the city that established the Affordable Housing program,  
and CHR was designated as the city’s housing foundation.  

Hear about what this all means for the Sanibel  
community and its residents.

Call 472-4648 for tickets - $10 per person.

Season Of Giving

Darren “DJ” Jenkins, a fifth grade 
student at The Sanibel School, 
used some of his allowance 

to purchase gifts for children in the 
community, with help from his parent. 
Jenkins brought his Santa bag to FISH 
of SanCap, which will deliver the gifts to 
children in need on the islands. 

“If I saw a kid that didn’t have a 
present to open, it would make me really 
sad,” said Jenkins. “I would give him 
some of my presents and invite him and 
his family to our house for Christmas. 
Everyone needs a present to open.”

Darren “DJ” Jenkins and Maggi Feiner, FISH 
of SanCap president and CEO
 photo provided       
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Photographer 
Awarded Brush 
Of Excellence

Nature photographer Sallie Rich 
received the 5th annual SCCF JN 
“Ding” Darling Brush of Excellence 

Environmental Art Award on December 
10 at the SCCF (Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation) annual meeting.

“I enjoy taking all my pictures, being 
outside and living here, so thank you 
to the SCCF for all the work you do to 
preserve it for our families and posterity,” 
said Rich. “We all love it and every single 
time our family comes back, they don’t 
want anything to change, so thank you for 
keeping it so much the same and natural.”

Recognizing her long-standing 
contributions in capturing the 
natural beauty of the islands through 
photography, the SCCF award committee 
selected Rich’s entry from a series titled, 
The Courtship of Great Blue Herons.

Brush of Excellence committee chair 

and SCCF board member Sandy Gross 
presented Rich with the award.

“This year, our prize recipient spoke 
to 29 middle schoolers at The Sanibel 

School about her work, her process 
and her relationship with photography, 
accompanied by a video of the entire 
sequence of her photographs of the 

courtship of the great blue heron,” 
said Gross. “She is inspiring a future 
generation of conservationists.”

A self-taught photographer, Rich 
started taking photos in 1937 with 
her father’s box camera that she still 
owns. Before moving with her husband 
to Captiva in 1988, they raised three 
children in Baltimore and she enjoyed 
various photographic opportunities, 
including time ashore on the Azores and 
Madiera Islands, hiking in Europe and 
Scandinavia, and a 10-week camping trip 
in the American West.

At the age of 90, Rich has practiced 
yoga for 61 years, to which she credits a 
creative, long and productive life. The true 
love of her photography career became 
the amazing natural beauty and wildlife 
of Sanibel and Captiva over the past few 
decades.

“To live within minutes of the JN 
“Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge 
has been the gift of a lifetime,” she said. 
“My wish is that all people will follow their 
passion to find their own joy as I find mine 

continued on page 18B

From left, Andrea Koss, Sallie Rich and Sandy Gross at the SCCF annual meeting 
 photo provided

Fundraiser 
For CROW At 
Burroughs Home

Tickets are on sale now for the Clinic 
for the Rehabilitation of Wildlife 
(CROW) inaugural fundraiser, WILD 

About CROW, to be held on Saturday, 
January 18 from 6:15 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
historic Burroughs Home and Gardens in 

downtown Fort Myers.
Edison National Bank is the Golden 

– Bald Eagle sponsor for the “animal 
print optional” event which will feature 
a sit-down dinner, appearances by 
CROW’s animal ambassadors, and plenty 
of surprises for guests. The night will 
also include a live auction sponsored by 
Spivey Law Firm, craft brews sponsored 
by Millenial Brewing Company, spirits 
sponsored by Huxter’s Market, Deli & 
Liquors and Global Event Marketing, wine 
sponsored by Superior Title, desserts 

sponsored by Lady Cakes Bakery, and 
music, sponsored by Azul Cosmetic 
Surgery & Medical Spa, will be provided 
by Southwest Florida native DJ Robert 
McDonald from New Beginnings Events.

“In 2019, CROW has admitted over 
5,000 wildlife patients and only 20 

percent come from Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands where we are located,” said Alison 
Charney Hussey, executive director for 
CROW. “The other 80 percent come 
from throughout Lee County, which is 
why we are very excited to be hosting this 

continued on page 22B

Morgan Hester, wildlife rehabilitator, with animal ambassador Talon, a red-tailed hawk

Sydney, an American alligator photos provided
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Chorus Performs 
At Chamber 
Luncheon

The Sanibel & Captiva Islands 
Chamber of Commerce held its 
final luncheon of the year on 

December 10 at The Sanctuary Golf Club 
with entertainment by a small group of 
singers from the BIG ARTS Community 
Chorus, under the direction of Ellen 
Whitten.

The chorus kicked off its annual 
holiday concert with the BIG ARTS 
Community Band, under the direction of 
Mike Lamade for the seventh year, that 
evening at Sanibel Community Church. 
For the men and women of the band 

and chorus, the holiday concerts are a 
labor of love. The concerts feature a mix 
of traditional and contemporary holiday 
favorites.

The band and chorus are made up of 
members of the community who come 
together to share their love of music. 
They travel from nearby communities 
to Sanibel for practice from October 
through March. While many are islanders, 
others come from Fort Myers, Cape 
Coral, Lehigh Acres, North Fort Myers 
and Pine Island.

“We always enjoy the BIG ARTS 
Community Chorus performance while 
we feast on a delicious meal prepared by 
The Sanctuary’s award-winning culinary 
team,” said John Lai, chamber president.

The luncheon was sponsored by RS 
Walsh Landscaping & In the Garden.

Singers from the BIG ARTS Community Chorus, led by Ellen Whitten, performing for chamber 
members at The Sanctuary Golf Club photo provided

Wishing You A Happy Holiday!

Sandalfoot #3C1

836 Donax Street

Seashells of Sanibel #36

4014 West Gulf Drive 

4156 West Gulf Drive

678 Durion Court

Beautiful 2 BR/2 BA unit with walk-out to the pool 
and beach.  Updated, the kitchen features custom 

cabinetry, granite counter tops and stainless 
steel appliances, both bathrooms have been 

remodeled and the unit has an open floor plan.

$674,000

Weekly Rental License! 
This 3 BR/2 BA family home overlooks the Sanibel 

River. Living room, dining/kitchen combo with 
French door access to the screened back porch 

overlooking lush vegetation. Community pool; easy 
walking distance to beach access. 

$549,000

2-BD/2-BA second floor unit! Great rental 
income with 3-day minimum rentals! 

Conveniently located and just a short walk 
from the beach, this complex is an ideal 

West Gulf Drive location.
$380,000

Brand new custom home across from beach access. 
4 BR/3BA home, large acre+ lot. Impact glass, glassed 
elevator, gourmet kitchen, gas cook top and stainless 
appliances. All rooms access screen enclosed decks, 

native vegetation, oversized salt water pool.  
Gulf view, an exceptional home!

$3,699,000

This 3BR/2BA has been updated with cathedral ceilings, 
an inviting kitchen and dining/living room combo. The 

master bedroom with en-suite has private access to the 
rear porch. The beautifully designed guest bath includes 
an etched glass enclosed walk-in shower. Relax on the 
large rear porch or play a game of tennis or pickleball 

 on your private court.

$1,329,000

Beautifully remodeled... 3BD/2BA lake home. 
Located in East Rocks. Living/kitchen area 
boast beautiful lake views. New stainless 

appliances, freshly painted, new baths, and 
more! Priced to sell. 

$699,900

www.SanibelCaptivaRealEstateGuide.com

Chuck@ChuckBergstrom.comChuck@ChuckBergstrom.com
DDirectirect: 239-209-6500: 239-209-6500

CHUCK BERGSTROMCHUCK BERGSTROM
Island Resident • Award Winning RealtorIsland Resident • Award Winning Realtor®®

Locations In Sanibel and Captiva
2400 Palm Ridge Rd. Sanibel • 11508 Andy Rosse Ln. Captiva

REDUCED

City Of Sanibel 
Holiday Hours, 
Refuse Collection

Sanibel City Hall will be closed 
in observance of the Christmas 
holiday on Tuesday and Wednesday, 

December 24 and 25. Regular office 
hours will resume on Thursday, 
December 26. If you have any questions, 
call 472-3700.

The Sanibel Recreation Center will 
be closed on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
December 24 and 25. Regular hours will 
resume on Thursday, December 26. If 
you have any questions, call 472-0345.

The Center 4 Life will be closed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 24 
and 25. Regular hours will resume on 
Thursday, December 26. If you have any 
questions, call 472-5743.

Refuse, recycling and vegetation waste 
collection by Advanced Disposal Services 
on Christmas Day will be one day later. If 
normal pickup is Wednesday, December 
25, waste will be picked up on Thursday, 
December 26. If your normal pickup 
day is Thursday, December 26, waste 
will be picked up on Friday, December 
27. If your normal pick-up day is Friday, 
December 27, waste will be picked up 
on Saturday, December 28. The normal 

waste collection schedule will resume on 
Monday, December 30. If you have any 
questions, call 334-1224.

Refuse, recycling and vegetation 
waste collection on Sanibel by Advanced 
Disposal Services on New Year’s Day will 
be one day later. Therefore, if normal 
pickup is Wednesday, January 1, waste 
will be picked up on Thursday, January 
2. If normal pickup is Thursday, January 
2, waste will be picked up on Friday, 
January 3. The altered schedule will 
remain in place for the rest of the week. 
The normal waste collection schedule 
will resume on Monday, January 9. If 
you have any questions, call Advanced 
Disposal at 334-1224.

Sanibel City Hall will be closed in 
observance of the New Year holiday on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 31 
and January 1. Regular office hours will 
resume on Thursday, January 2. If you 
have any questions, call 472-3700.

The Center 4 Life will be closed on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 
and January 1. Regular office hours will 
resume on Thursday, January 2. If you 
have any questions, call 472-5743.

The Sanibel Recreation Center will 
be closed on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
December 31 and January 1. Regular 
office hours will resume on Thursday, 
January 2. If you have any questions, call 
the recreation center at 472-0345.
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22224422  PPeerriiwwiinnkkllee  WWaayy,,  SSaanniibbeell  SSqquuaarree,,  SSuuiittee  33 

EElliissee  CCaarrnneess  
Licensed Assistant, 
Listing Coordinator, 

Notary 

LLiissaa  MMuurrttyy  
Realtor®, 

Sales 
Associate 

239-472-HOME (4663) ● 888-603-0603 ● SanibelSusan.com 

Lighthouse Point #211, 200 Periwinkle Way 
Spacious 2 bedroom + den in residential 
bayside complex handy to gulf, shops, 

fishing pier, marina, & bike path. $599,000 

DDaavviidd  AAnnddeerrssoonn  
Realtor®, Closing 

Coordinator, 
Office Manager 

SSuussaann  AAnnddrreewwss  
Realtor®, Broker/Owner, 

e-Pro®, Eco-Broker®,  
RSPS®, SCIS, TRC 

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays from The SanibelSusan Team 

9448 Begonia Ct, Gumbo Limbo 
1-level semi-raised home at end of cul-de
-sac on lake. New roof & HVAC. Perfect 
for easy living & entertaining. $599,000 

842 Limpet Dr, Shell Harbor 
Light bright easy-living ground-level 

home with 3 suites surrounding great 
room. Deep water access. $2,095,000 

1238 Isabel Dr, Sanibel Harbours 
Bayside with pool & amazing views.  
Multi-level spacious 4+bedroom with 

elevator. Dock with lift too. $3,595,000 

1894 Farm Trl, Island Woods 
Residential lot in 38-home community  

with pool & tennis. High elevation. 
Convenient inland location. $249,000 

Gulfside Place #222, 1605 Middle Gulf Dr 
Residential 2nd floor condo in private  

stand-alone tier. Interior remodeled with 
high-end finishes, faces beach. $1,395,000 

Sandalfoot #2D2, 671 East Gulf Dr 
Updated 2 bedroom end-unit. Low fees & 
on-site rental/mgmt office. Equipped for 

renting or vacations. $699,000 

1558 Sand Castle Rd, The Dunes 
Split-plan 3-bedroom pool home with 
fireplace, high ceilings, newer metal 
roof, & million dollar views. $599,000 

4566 Buck Key Rd, Sanibel Bayous 
Nicely wooded lot for single-family home. 

Handy to bike path, school, rec center, 
 & Bowman’s Beach. $149,000 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
Aging in Place & Long-Term Care

Andrea Sieradzki, Campus Director | Gulf Coast Village

Aging well at home is possible if you plan ahead. 
Researching long-term care strategies to support your lifestyle are 
the key to making it happen. Learn how at our January program. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Your Spouse Has Passed – What Now?

Peter Knize, J.D., LL.M., Trust Administration

Your loved one may have managed the financial and estate 
responsibilities in your household. Whether or not your spouse 

or significant other has already passed, be prepared by 
knowing the hurdles that widows and widowers face 

during the first year and the resources available to you.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Protecting the Inheritance You Leave Your Loved Ones
Craig R. Hersch, P.A. | Shepard, Brett, Stewart, Hersch, Kinsey & Hill, P.A.

Many estate plans are vulnerable to common dangers such as 
divorce, creditors, malpractice cases, car crashes or business lawsuits. 

Learn the latest estate planning strategies that will protect your 
loved ones when you’re no longer here to protect them yourself.

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
Election Results and Your Portfolio

Timothy P. Vick, Director of Research
Edwin C. Ciskowski, CPA – Senior Vice President, 

Senior Portfolio Manager

Will a Democratic or Republican White House affect investors’ 
portfolios?  We will look at the historical results, as well as 

what is ahead in domestic and global industry for the answers.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
The Seven Deadly Financial Sins

Robin L. Cook, CWS and Steven V. Greenstein, CTFA, 
Wealth Services Advisors

No matter how long you have been saving, investing or 
overseeing your taxes, we have a few tips to help boost your 
wealth plan to possibly save you money and aggravation.

Reservations are Required. Reserve the entire series 
or select the programs you prefer. RSVP to Frances Steger 

at fsteger@sancaptrustco.com or call 239.472.8300
$2 Million in investable assets and higher

2020 Speaker Series
The Sanibel Captiva Trust Company

Mark The Dates 
For Zonta Events 
submitted by Sue Denham

There’s a lot going on with the Zonta 
Club of Sanibel-Captiva. Along with 
holiday events organized for Zonta 

service partners and working for the 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, 
this award-winning club is busier than 
ever. As planning begins in earnest for 
the 19th annual A Peek at the Unique 
home tour fundraiser, to be held on 
Saturday, March 14, here are some other 
important dates for your calendar:

Zonta 100th Anniversary Blood Drive 
– In celebration of Zonta’s Centennial 
(Zonta International was founded in 
1919), Zonta is inviting the community 
to participate in a blood drive. Set for 
Tuesday, January 7 and Thursday, 
January 9 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. across 
from The Community House and 
managed by the Lee Health Blood Bank, 
this community event will be mirrored by 
other Zonta clubs in Southwest Florida. 

For more information, visit www.
zontasancap.com.

Third Annual Lunafest Film Festival – 
The popular film festival, featuring films 
by and about women, is set for Tuesday, 
January 21 at 7 p.m. inside The 
Community House. As a centennial gift 

to the community, Zonta is providing this 
event at no charge. Visit www.Eventbrite.
com to get your free ticket. Further 
details will follow.

Peek At The Unique General Tickets 
On Sale – On and after January 26, all 
tickets for all departure times will go on 
sale at www.Eventbrite.com. Until then, 
check the website for departures at 2 
and 2:30 p.m. at a discounted price 
while they last. Regular cost is $100 
per person (plus an Eventbrite service 
charge); proceeds benefit programs that 
empower women. 

For more information, go to www.
zontasancap.com.

Deadline For Young Women in Public 
Affairs (YWPA) Award – The last date 
to apply for Zonta’s YWPA award, with 
a $1,000 scholarship to the successful 
candidate, is February 22. Open to 
high school age students in Southwest 
Florida with experience in local or student 
government, workplace leadership and an 
active commitment to volunteerism. For 
the full application and details, visit www.
foundation.zonta.org/ourprograms.

The Zonta Club of Sanibel-Captiva 
is a service organization of professional 
women working together to provide 
hands-on assistance, advocacy and funds 
to empower women and girls. Follow 
Zonta Sanibel-Captiva on Facebook, 
and “Like” Zonta (@zontasancap) on 
Instagram.

Zonta members wore orange at their regular meeting on December 3 in honor of Zonta 
Says No, a global initiative that focuses on gender violence. The event runs annually from 
November 25 to December 10. photo provided

VIP Realty Group

The top producers for November at VIP Realty Group were: Deb Gleason, top 
sales; Mary Lou Bailey, top listings; and Karen Bell and the Bell Team, top 
producers.

Deb Gleason Mary Lou Bailey and 
Harley

Bell Team

ISLAND SUN BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS
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5089 JOEWOOD DR., SANIBEL
• Beachfront, 6 BR, 5 BA, Pool & Spa
• Generator, Elevator, Beautifully Landscaped
$3,495,000  MLS 219071481
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

 SANIBEL ISLAND

1404 BEACH COTTAGES, CAPTIVA
• Direct Beachfront
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Updated Interior
$1,245,000  MLS 219080497
Vicki Panico & Fred Newman 239.980.0088

 SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESORT

3570 BUNNY LN., SANIBEL
• Walk to Gulf, Deeded Beach Access
• 3 BR, 3 BA, Pool w/Waterfall
$739,000  MLS 219078043
Sharon Kottraba, Lomano-Nicholson Team 804.240.3115

 SANIBEL RIVER ESTATES

1219 PAR VIEW DR., SANIBEL
• Outstanding Near Beach Homesite
• Tropical Landscape, Ideal S. Exposure
$299,000  MLS 218082852
Cindy Sitton 239.810.4772

 BEACHVIEW ESTATES

6477 SANIBEL-CAPTIVA RD., SANIBEL
• Historic Mitchell Estate, Beachfront
• Last Home Before Blind Pass
$2,900,000  MLS 219000116
John Stephens 239.980.6394

 SANIBEL ISLAND

17 BEACH HOMES, CAPTIVA
• Extraordinary Gulf Front Views
• 2nd Floor Master Suite w/Waterfront Deck
$3,292,000  MLS 218018805
Fred Newman & Vicki Panico 239.826.2704

 SOUTH SEAS ISLAND RESORT

11555 WIGHTMAN LN., CAPTIVA
• Gulf Front Beach Cottage
• Gorgeous Sunsets, Walk to Shops & Dining
$3,849,000  MLS 219066529
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

 CAPTIVA ISLAND

228 VIOLET DR., SANIBEL
• Near Beach Masterpiece, 4,000+/- S.F.
• 4 BR, Pool, Remodeled to Finest Standards
$1,749,000  MLS 219009841
Jason Lomano, Lomano-Nicholson Team 239.470.8628

 OFF W. GULF DR.

1163 SEAGRAPE LN., SANIBEL
• Steps to Beach, 4 BR, 4 BA + Den
• Large & Private, Screened Heated Pool
$1,295,000  MLS 219067158
Andre Arensman 239.233.1414

 SANIBEL ISLAND

4630 RUE BAYOU, SANIBEL
• Steps to Beach, Private Setting on 1.5 Lots
• 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, Pool/Spa
$1,495,000  MLS 218084340
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

 CHATEAUX SUR MER

5775 BALTUSROL CT. #B102, SANIBEL
• 2 BR, 2 BA, 1,459 S.F., 10’ Ceilings
• Sliders to Lanai w/Lush Fairway Vistas
$489,000  MLS 219058602
Cathy Rosario 239.464.2249

 THE SANCTUARY

1501 MIDDLE GULF DR. #H210, SANIBEL
• Phenomenal Income
• Open Floor Plan Studio
$379,000  MLS 218080098
Brian Murty 239.565.1272

 SUNDIAL OF SANIBEL

5089 SANIBEL-CAPTIVA RD., SANIBEL
• 3/4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Pool/Spa
• Quite Getaway on West End
$749,999  219076738 
Tom Kiddy, McMurray & Members 239.410.8047

 SANIBEL ISLAND

2647 WULFERT RD. #1, SANIBEL
• All New Interior w/Open Layout
• New Kitchen, Baths, Electrical & Floors
$925,000  MLS 219071399
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

 SANCTUARY GOLF VILLAGE CONDOS

1501 MIDDLE GULF DR. #C210, SANIBEL
• Views of Gulf of Mexico
• 1 Bedroom, 1 Bathroom
$485,000  MLS 219072600
Brian Murty 239.565.1272

 SUNDIAL OF SANIBEL

5659 SANIBEL-CAPTIVA RD., SANIBEL
• New Remodel, Dock, Pool, Furnished
• Virtual Tour: www.5659SanCap.info
$825,000  219010968
Bob Radigan 239.691.6240

 CLAM BAYOU

2462 WULFERT RD., SANIBEL
• Lovely Golf Course Views
• Overlooks 15th Fairway
$229,000  MLS 219028304
McMurray & Members 239.850.7888

 THE SANCTUARY

 SANIBEL ISLAND

3757 W. GULF DR., SANIBEL
• Gorgeous Interior, Awesome Views
• Luxury & Comfort, Beachfront
$6,995,000  MLS 219073454
Trevor Nette 239.281.4435

2445 W. GULF DR. #C3, SANIBEL
• Phenomenal Gulf Views
• Gorgeous 3 BR, 2 BA, Ground Level
$1,195,000  MLS 219076630
John Nicholson, Lomano-Nicholson Team 239.849.3250

 POINTE SANTO

1269 PAR VIEW DR., SANIBEL
• 3 BR, 2.5 BA Remodel on 15th Fairway
• Southern Exposure, Steps to Beach Access
$1,099,000  MLS 219032239
Cindy Sitton 239.810.4772

 BEACHVIEW ESTATES

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW PRICE
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Rotary 
Happenings 
submitted by Shirley Jewell

Happy holidays 
to all! It’s 
been a great 

calendar year for 
Sanibel-Captiva Rotary 
and in December, the 
club prepares for its 
upcoming fiscal year 
(July 1 to June 30) by 
electing our lineup of officers and board 
members for the coming year. These 
new officers are responsible for joining 
the current officers in understanding club 
responsibilities for planning club objectives 
and budgeting for the coming year. 
Continuity is important in exploring new 
ideas for worthy projects and developing 
fundraising activities to support club 
projects. 

Newly elected officers serving as of 
July 1, 2020 will be: President Richard 
Green, President-elect Bill Letendre, Vice 
President Dorrie Hipschman, Secretary 
Chet Sadler, Treasurer John Raho, and 
Sergeant at Arms Don Russell. Joining 
our currently serving directors and board 
trustees are club directors Cindy DeCosta 
and Barbara Ellis, and board trustees Bill 
Harkey and Make Raab. 

Along with our election of officers 
on December 13, the club held its last 
assembly for 2019, an informational 
update on club business and committee 
reports. 

But before we got down to the 

nitty-gritty of club business, our Rotary 
International Foundation Chair John 
Schwandke, with the assistance of Paul 
Harris multi-award recipients Bob Eidsvold, 
Bill Rahe and Chet Sadler, presented eight 
Paul Harris Awards to first-time recipients: 
Carlton Anderson, Jonathon Dean, Scott 
Mowry, Joleen Raho, John Raho, Lynn 
Schneider, and absent on Friday, Mary 
Schoeffel and Donald Dillinger. This 
award is in recognition of a financial 
contribution to Rotary International (RI) 
Foundation either personally or in their 
name to support the work of Rotary and 
the collective financial power that the RI 
Foundation provides back to Rotary clubs 
around the world for projects that will 
contribute to well-being of communities 
around the globe. 

Now on to some highlights of our 

committee reports for December: 
Treasurer John Raho reported that 

the club is in a good financial position 
and dues payments are slowly coming 
in, but that is not unusual this time of 
the year. The arts and crafts festival jury 
fees are coming in now and the club can 
look forward to a great festival this year. 
Our Happy Buck Dollars add up and 
the monies are distributed to a variety of 
Sanibel-Captiva Rotary causes. 

Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Trust Treasurer 
Scott Mowry stated that the fall distribution 
cycle funded $95,000 in grants from arts 
and crafts festival proceeds and $24,000 
to the Wheelchair Foundation from our 
2019 Wheels on Wheels fundraiser. 
The committee is now reviewing grant 
applications for the next distribution cycle.

Reporting on the arts and crafts festival, 

Scot Congress said juried selections have 
been made for this year’s festival and we 
will have 110 artists represented. We are 
still waiting for a city permit but expect all 
to go well. There was some trouble with 
festival website but hopefully this has been 
corrected.

Roger Thriftshauser and Roger 
Grogman have set a goal for silent auction 
donations and are already in action 
collecting items for our 2020 festival, to 
be held in February. Last year, they had 
almost 300 items on the auction tables. 
To get these items is a challenge but all 
Rotarians are asked to help, and thanks is 
given to our community businesses who 
generously support Rotary with donations 
for the silent auction. Kudos go to the 
unsung heroes of the silent auction area. 
The logistics of the displays is quite a job 
and handled beautifully by Clair Beckmann 
and her amazing committee. Claire is 
ready to roll. 

Charlie Emerson is responsible for 
our festival guide each year, including ad 
sales that finance production of the guide. 
The guide not only provides a map of 
the festival grounds and list of artists and 
craftsman booth locations but provides an 
opportunity to put in print information 
about Sanibel-Captiva Rotary. This is a 
wonderful way companies and businesses 
can display their support for the work that 
Rotary does. 

Sanibel-Captiva Rotary is looking 
forward to a new year and hope that the 
coming year will bring peace and good will 
to all. 

The Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club 
meets Friday mornings at 7 a.m. at The 
Dunes Golf & Tennis Club. Guests are 
welcome.

From left, Richard Green, Dorrie Hipschman, Cindy DeCosta, Bill Harkey, John Raho and 
Chet Sadler photo provided       

Merry Christmas
& HAPPY NEW YEAR

Wishing 
you a 

joyous and 
peaceful 
season, 

with health, 
love and 

happiness 
for the 

New Year

REAL ESTATE EXPERT
SW Florida, Fort Myers Beach, Sanibel  
& Captiva Islands is All About Home

Cathie Lewis, Realtor
Phone: 239-745-7367

Cathie@AllAboutHome.Life
Pfeifer Realty Group

220 0

220 0
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Trevor Nette
Broker/Realtor

Today is the day to live your

From Beach to Bay + Everything In-Between
239.281.4435Trevor@TrevorNette.comTREVORNETTE.COM
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Island Seniors  
At Center 4 Life

Meet your 
friends 
and make 

some new ones at 
the Center 4 Life. 
Browse through 
the following 
activities, then 
stop by to sign up.

The center will be closed on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, December 24 and 25 
for the Christmas holiday. Normal hours 
will resume on Thursday, December 26. 
It will also be closed on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, December 31 and January 1 
for the New Year’s holiday. Normal hours 
will resume on Thursday, January 2. 

Kayaking on Tuesdays – January 
7 and 14 at 8:30 a.m., weather 
permitting. There is space for 16 
people on eight two-person kayaks 
and limited space for those who own 
their own kayaks. Island Seniors, Inc. 
will provide kayaks, paddles and life 
jackets. Bring water, a small snack, sun 
screen, bug spray, sunglasses, towel, 
hat and change of clothing. Cost is $5 
for members and $20 for non-members. 
Advance registration required.

Line Dancing Classes – Fridays, 
January 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31  at 1:30 
p.m. Cost is $2.50 for members and $5 
for non-members.

The instructor will review dance 
steps then turn up the music. Bring 
a friend for a fun-filled afternoon. 
Advance registration is not required.

Page Turners with Louise 
Fitzgerald & Ann Hartman – If you 
are not on the Page Turners list and 

wish to be, email oceann@comcast.net 
or contact the center. 

The book for discussion on 
Wednesday, January 8 at 2:30 p.m. is 
The Beach House by Jane Green.

“Skinny dipping in her neighbors’ 
pools when they’re away and who 
dearly loves her Nantucket home. But 
when she discovers that the money she 
thought would last forever is dwindling, 
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Recreation Center membership. You 
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Pfeifer Realty 
Group

The top 
producer 
at Pfeifer 

Realty Group for 
November was: 
Jennifer McSorley, 
top listings and top 
sales.

ISLAND SUN BUSINESS 
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Jennifer McSorley
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High: 65 Low: 59

SATURDAY
Few Showers

High: 75 Low: 69

FRIDAY
Mostly Cloudy

High: 73 Low: 67

Island Sun Weather Outlook Dec. 20, 2019
7-Day Local Forecast

Cape Coral Bridge Tides Redfish Pass Tides Point Ybel Tides Punta Rassa Tides

SUNDAY
Sunny

High: 71 Low: 62

TUESDAY
Sunny

High: 69 Low: 63

THURSDAY
Partly Cloudy

High: 70 Low: 64

Day High Low High Low
Fri 8:11 am 1:59 am 8:35 pm 1:46 pm
Sat 9:53 am 3:14 am 9:09 pm 2:30 pm
Sun 11:18 am 4:15 am 9:44 pm 3:10 pm
Mon 12:30 pm 5:07 am 10:19 pm 3:46 pm
Tue 1:31 pm 5:54 am 10:55 pm 4:18 pm
Wed 2:23 pm 6:37 am 11:31 pm 4:50 pm
Thu 3:06 pm 7:18 am None 5:24 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 8:02 am 2:04 am 8:15 pm 2:11 pm
Sat 9:23 am 3:04 am 8:59 pm 3:01 pm
Sun 10:44 am 4:01 am 9:46 pm 3:50 pm
Mon 11:39 am 4:54 am 10:32 pm 4:39 pm
Tue 12:18 pm 5:42 am 11:13 pm 5:26 pm
Wed 12:54 pm 6:28 am 11:47 pm 6:08 pm
Thu 1:32 pm 7:12 am None 6:49 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 7:16 am 2:01 am 7:40 pm 1:48 pm
Sat 8:58 am 3:16 am 8:14 pm 2:32 pm
Sun 10:23 am 4:17 am 8:49 pm 3:12 pm
Mon 11:35 am 5:09 am 9:24 pm 3:48 pm
Tue 12:36 pm 5:56 am 10:00 pm 4:20 pm
Wed 1:28 pm 6:39 am 10:36 pm 4:52 pm
Thu 2:11 pm 7:20 am 11:13 pm 5:26 pm

Day High Low High Low
Fri 10:21 am 5:15 am 10:45 pm 5:02 pm
Sat 12:03 pm 6:30 am 11:19 pm 5:46 pm
Sun 1:28 pm 7:31 am 11:54 pm 6:26 pm
Mon 2:40 pm 8:23 am None 7:02 pm
Tue 12:29 am 9:10 am 3:41 pm 7:34 pm
Wed 1:05 am 9:53 am 4:33 pm 8:06 pm
Thu 1:41 am 10:34 am 5:16 pm 8:40 pm

WEDNESDAY
Mostly Sunny

High: 68 Low: 62

MONDAY
Sunny

High: 65 Low: 59

SATURDAY
Few Showers

High: 75 Low: 69

FRIDAY
Mostly Cloudy

High: 73 Low: 67

Island Sun Weather Outlook Dec. 20, 2019
7-Day Local Forecast

Cape Coral Bridge Tides Redfish Pass Tides Point Ybel Tides Punta Rassa Tides
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Hospital Stay 
Turns Into The  
Gift Of A Lifetime
submitted by Mary Ann Watt,  
Lee Health Foundation

Stories like this are why SanCap 
Cares and the island communities 
continue to support Golisano 

Children’s Hospital as they care for 
the children and families of Southwest 
Florida.” 

It’s a wonderful life... but it didn’t look 
that way to Cindy and Dan Hawkins, or 
their son, Max, late on the evening of 
December 23, 2018. 

With Christmas less than 30 hours 
away, Dan and 14-year-old Max were 
leaving a Cape Coral Walmart, driving 
into a night illuminated by festive lights 
and legions of home-bound consumers, 
when trouble jumped out and tagged 
them. 

Just like hordes of others, father 
and son had gone out to find that last 
essential gift, the one that could make 
Christmas just perfect. Unlike most 
others, though, they no sooner got 
out of the parking lot when another 
car slammed into theirs. The accident 

occurred about 10:30 p.m., shaking 
them up a bit but allowing them to walk 
away. 

They got home, and that seemed to 
be the end of it. It wasn’t. 

What happened in the next day and 
a half – thanks to doctors and nurses 
working through Christmas at Golisano 
Children’s Hospital – proved just how 

wonderful a life it can be, even if marred 
by significant imperfections. 

“When Max got up the next morning, 
on Christmas Eve, he just wasn’t feeling 
quite right,” Cindy Hawkins recalled. She 
and Dan hustled the boy off to an urgent 
care center, where staff members took 
one look at him and pointed the family 
to Golisano, where they learned Max had 
an emergency condition that had cut off 
blood flow to an area below his waist. 

It had to be repaired immediately. 
“By 6:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve, they 

were taking him back to surgery,” Cindy 
said. Not a happy moment, to be sure, 
but it went off with no hitches. 

Surgery took about an hour, and by 9 
p.m., Max had been moved into a room 
where his parents could stay with him. 

That’s when the magic – the 
wonderful life, perfect Christmas or 
not – began. 

“The staff brought in a Christmas 
tree,” Cindy said. “Actually, they gave 
Max a choice: a tree he could decorate 
himself, or one already decorated.” 

Still groggy, the boy picked the 
decorated tree and went to sleep. 

As the night hours dragged on, 
there seemed to be no jingling bells or 
prancing reindeer or visions of sugar 
plums in the Hawkins family, or on the 
ward. 

But then that all changed. 

“About 2 a.m., Dan and I wake up 
to the noise of a lot of people coming 
into the room,” Cindy said. “Max kept 
sleeping. When I asked the nurse what 
was going on, she just smiled and said, 
‘Santa came.’” 

“I didn’t even realize how much they’d 
brought until morning.” Max awoke fairly 
early on Christmas Day and wanted only 
one thing – to go home. And then he 
saw the tree, and beneath it a cluster of 
presents with his name on them. 

“There were eight to 10 gifts, things a 
boy would want: ear buds for his phone, 
an ice hockey table game, there was 
some kind of science gift in there, so the 
gifts were educational as well as just fun,” 
Cindy said. 

“He was so surprised, and it made 
Christmas seem a little bit more normal. 
The staff didn’t have to do that. They 
were wonderful from the time we 
stepped in to the time we stepped out. 
They were so amazing.” 

And one other thing: “It made Max 
feel good.” 

Later that day, the family was 
able to return home with what might 
arguably prove the biggest gift of all 
for Max: a lifelong memory of caring 
and compassion, not just important 
diagnostic and surgical skill – one that 
made even a significantly imperfect 
Christmas something utterly wonderful.

Cindy and Max Hawkins photo provided 

Sea School 
Director Speaks  
To Lions Club

Dr. Bruce Neill, executive director 
and co-founder of Sanibel Sea 
School, addressed the Sanibel 

Capitva Lions Club last week. His 
talk focused on the impact of climate 
change, red tide and algae on water 
conditions and aquatic life.

Dr. Neill started his talk by stating 
that climate change is real, it is driven 
by human activities, and that there 
is not a scientific debate on this. 
Virtually all scientists agree on the 
cause and effect of climate change. 
He said that climate change skeptics 
claim there are not “good” studies (i.e. 
double-blind studies) on climate change. 
He humorously stated that there have 
never been double-blind studies on the 
effectiveness of parachutes either.

He also noted that red tide is a 
natural occurring phenomenon that is 
enhanced by human activity. It is not 
a plant or animal, rather it is a form 
of plankton. Nutrients cause the red 
tide to bloom, and its decomposition 
depletes the oxygen in the water, 
making it hypoxic. It is primarily this 
lack of oxygen, not the toxin, that kills 
much of the aquatic life.

In discussing solutions, Dr. Neill 
pointed out that the water infrastructure 
of south Florida was created to serve 
a population that is one-20th of the 
current population. The increased 
migration of almost 1,000 people per 
day into Florida is not sustainable. 
He pointed out that the solution to 
the water quality issues starts with 
the human race. You can reduce the 

use of plastics and fertilizer. You can 
reduce the water usage by using native 
vegetation and not irrigating your 
lawns. 

Dr. Neill said that 56 percent of the 
water usage on Sanibel is for irrigation 
of lawns, most of which actually runs 
off into the bay or the gulf. Finally, you 
can press your politicians to discuss 
detailed plans on their proposals for 
improving water quality and not just let 
them off with 30 second sound bites.

The Sanibel Captiva Lions Club 
holds regular dinner meetings on the 
first and third Wednesday of the month 
during the year. Visiting Lions or 
other interested parties are welcome 
to attend. For more information, 
contact Membership Chair Steven 
Schulz at P.O. Box 391, Sanibel, FL 
33957, call 233-6261, or visit www.
sanibelcaptivalionsclub.org.

Dr. Bruce Neill photo provided       

Window Treatments . Furniture . Flooring . Lighting . Accessories . Closets

Providing Custom Interiors to  Sanibel & Captiva for 30 years 

Complimentary In-Home Consultation

695 Tarpon Bay Rd. Sanibel, FL 33957
www.coin.decoratingden.com 

239.472.6551  
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VASANTA SENERAT      CPA, P.A.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

SANIBEL • 472-6000
1633 Periwinkle Way • Anchor Point 

FORT MYERS • 418-0008
3949 Evans Ave. • Suite 205•33901

Accounting, Tax Preparation and Consultation for
  Businesses • Individuals • Condo Associations • Non Residents

CHARTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT

Trust Company 
Supports Arts And 
Crafts Festival

The Sanibel-Captiva Trust Company 
has signed on as a bronze sponsor of 
the Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club 37th 

annual Arts & Crafts Festival, to be held 
on Saturday and Sunday, February 15 and 
16 at The Community House.

The juried art show features more 
than 120 artists in a variety of mediums. 
The arts and crafts festival is the primary 
fundraiser for the Sanibel-Captiva Rotary, 
allowing the club to disperse grants 
of about $100,000 to both local and 
international causes. 

“The Sanibel-Captiva Rotary does so 
much for so many – our community is 
stronger for it,” said Al Hanser, founder 
and chairman of the trust company.

For more information about Rotary’s 
charitable giving or to make a contribution, 
contact Chet Sadler at 472-7257.

From left, Steve Greenstein, Anne Campbell, Lee Almas, Robin Cook, Jeff Muddell, Barb Ellis, Lee Schaff, Gary Dyer, Jonathan Dean, Roger 
Triftshauser and Chet Sadler photo provided

Bank Donation 
Goes To CROW

Bank of the Islands made another 
nonprofit donation through its 
We Love Our Islands program 

recently. Leslie Palmer was spotted with 
a We Love Our Islands decal on her 
vehicle, winning her the right to select 
which local nonprofit organization 
would receive a charitable contribution 
from the bank. Palmer chose to donate 

the bank’s $200 to the Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW). That 
donation marks $84,300 given away to 
date through the bank’s We Love Our 
Islands program.

“We work very closely with CROW 
on Taste of the Islands and other 
initiatives,” said Willy Ocasio, Bank of 
the Islands vice president and Sanibel-
Captiva office manager. “They care 
for injured wildlife and provide great 
educational programs, on our islands 
and throughout Southwest Florida.”

From left, CROW Executive Director Allison Charney Hussey, Leslie Palmer and Bank of the 
Islands Assistant Vice President Darrin Grotrian photo provided
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Buying or Selling?

VILLA SANIBEL
• Beautiful 2 BR/2 BA Condo
• Sold Furnished w/Exceptions
• Tile Floors / Crown Molding
• Beach Access/Pool/Tennis
$689,000

CAPTIVA’S VILLAGE
• Beautiful 5 BR/5 BA Home
• Steps to the Beach
• Fenced Pool and Spa
• Furnished/Great Rental History
$1,695,000

SANIBEL PROFESSIONAL CENTER
• Great Location & Great Opportunity
• 2 Offices / 1 Half Bath
• Vaulted Ceilings
• Furnished w/Personal Exceptions
$225,000

SUNSET GET-A-WAY
• Beautiful 2 BR/2.5 BA Beach House
• Additional Sleeping Room & Hall Bunk Beds
• Private Yard/ Hammock/Fruit Tree
• Owner Boat Dockage/Pool/Tennis/Beach 
   Access
$889,000

HIDEAWAY ON SANIBEL
• Beautiful 3 BR/2 BA home
• Backs up to Conservation Land
• Vaulted Ceiling and Fireplace
• 2nd Floor Master w/Balcony
• Deeded Beach Access
$629,000

NEAR BEACH BUILDING SITE
• Build Your Island Get-A-Way
• Located on a Quiet Lane
• Lot is 100 x 95
• Deeded Beach Access
• Cleared & Ready!
$399,000

GUMBO LIMBO
• Remodeled 3 BR/2 BA Home
• Screened, Heated Pool, Hot Tub
• Contemporary Interior
• Living Room w/Fireplace
• Furnishings Negotiable
$699,000

BEACHVIEW BEAUTY
• Panoramic Golf Course & Lake Views
• 3 Bedroom & 3.5 Bathroom Home
• Screened Heated Pool
• Furnished with Exceptions
$1,047,000

RARE GULF FRONT OPPORTUNITY
• 1+ Acre of Southern Exposure
• Plans & Permitting in Place
• Located on the “High” Ridge
• Spectacular Sunsets & Shelling
$3,495,000

239.851.0168
P.O. Box 550
14970 Captiva Dr. Captiva, FL

Visit Online 
TheBellTeam.com

RING BELL For Service

“Voted Best“Voted Best
Real Estate Team”Real Estate Team”
2018, 2017, 2016, 2018, 2017, 2016, 
2015, 2013, 2012, 20092015, 2013, 2012, 2009

Our Experience and Service Ring True

 NEW LISTING  NEW LISTING

 NEW LISTING

 NEW LISTING

REDUCED

REDUCED

Sherrill Sims 
GRI/Realtor®

Holly Peeples 
Admin./Marketing  

Coordinator
John Bates 

Realtor®

Karen Bell 
Broker-Associate

Realtor®
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Air Ambulance
800-MED-JETS (633-5387)

239-262-5387
www.MedJets.com

Aircraft Charter
800-AIR-TREK (247-8735)

239-262-8735
www.AirTrek.aero

• No hidden fees
• No fine print
• Just hassle-free, 
   luxurious private travel  
   on your time schedule.

“Giving the Gift of Flight”
Save thousands with Air Trek’s TrekCard program. 

Superior Interiors

How To Change 
Up Your Holiday 
Decor This Season

by Linda Coin

Christmas 
will be here 
before you 

know it. You may 
already have or will 
soon decorate the 
tree and cookies 
while listening to 
music that gets you 
in the holly jolly 
spirit. This time 

of year is so traditional and nostalgic, 
often taking you back to your childhood 
splendor. While there are plenty of classic 
touches about the holiday season that 
simply can’t be changed, there are many 
ways to decorate and start new traditions 
to pass on to your family.

Looking for some holiday inspiration? 
Here are a few ways to mix up the 
Christmas decor this year…

Follow the “less is more” mantra. 
Oftentimes, Christmas is associated with 
an abundance of decorations, creating 
your own whimsical wonderland in the 
comfort of your own home. Instead 
of following through with this usual 
option, consider a theme that’s more 
minimalistic. Perhaps you focus on 
using one bold color – white, green or 
red – instead of a mixture of the three for 

a simplified look.
Consider a theme centered around 

one item. Similar to the statement around 
color, it can be easy to decorate with 
dozens of different Christmas emblems 
and items. Instead of turning your home 
into a habitat for all the characters in 
your favorite classic holiday movie, 
choose one staple item and style the rest 
of your home around it. Consider basing 
your decorations on a theme such as 
Santa, the gingerbread man, or bows. 
You should choose an item that means 
something to you and has a personal 
connection to your family. From there, 
take advantage of new items with holiday 
pillows on the sofa, colored and scented 
candles, table runners and other key 
pieces of decor that can bring the room 
together.

Decorate in a new place. Everyone 
has that one room in their home that 
gets the most attention around Christmas. 
Perhaps it’s the living room, where you 
get to decorate the mantel and gather 
around the fire during the holiday season. 
While this can be a tradition that’s hard to 
bust, decorating a different room as the 
main focal point during this time of year 
can give you a whole new perspective on 
the holiday season. For example, you can 
focus on the dining room instead – when 
the tree and majority of decorations 
are in this living space, you and your 
family members may be more inclined to 
gather around the table for conversation. 
There’s also a great opportunity here to 
decorate the guest room, a welcoming 
holiday wreath over the bed with a new 
comforter with coordinating shams for 

your visitors can make the room pop 
and keep guests in the holiday spirit 
throughout their stay.

Try a new tree. The Christmas tree is 
the most common denominator in decor 
in homes during the holiday season, 
and many people decorate with the 
same ornaments year after year. If you 
really want to mix things up, consider a 
different colored tree. A gorgeous white 
option makes a modern and stylish 
statement without taking away from the 
spirit of Christmas.

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost 
time to start shopping for Christmas 
presents, let alone decorating for the 
holiday season. If the idea of mixing 
things up from the tradition intimidates 
you, consider working with a design 
professional. They can help you navigate 
the trends and classic options to devise 
a decorating plan that caters to your 
personality, style, wants and needs.

Linda Coin is an interior designer 
on Sanibel/Captiva Islands and can be 
reached at linda@coindecden.com.

New Intern For 
City Of Sanibel

Gabrielle Cooper is assisting the 
City of Sanibel as a spring intern, 
now through the spring semester. 

Cooper is scheduled to graduate from 
Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) in 
May of next year. 

Cooper is interning in the 
administration department. Her 
projects include the design of various 
informational and educational materials 
for recently adopted city legislation.

Cooper was raised on Sanibel, 
attended The Sanibel School and is 
a graduate of South Fort Myers High 
School. She is currently pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree at FGCU, majoring in 
communications with a concentration in 
public relations with a minor in Spanish. 
When asked why she wanted to intern at 
the city this spring, she said, “The City 
of Sanibel has always been close to my 

heart and interning here will help me 
prepare for my professional future.”

Gabrielle Cooper photo provided       
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Cell: 239.851.2696 • Cell: 239.464.2984
LiveSanibel.com • LiveCaptiva.com

BurnsTeam@TopProducer.com

YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS 
WITH A GLOBAL REACH.
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7. Private beach access on Sanibel’s West End – Sanibel 
     •  3 BR/ 2 BA home built to the most recent high standards by a 
         prestigious local builder in 2017
     •  Large open kitchen, granite counters, vaulted ceilings, multiple 
         porches, & transom windows
     •  $1,450,000 EUR €1,308,369
8. Remodeled at Sanibel Arms West 
     •  2 BR/2 BA open kitchen with granite countertops, unit was newly painted
     •  Community amenities: large pool, beach frontage, on-site 
         management/rental office, tennis & more
     •  $559,000 EUR €504,398
9. Remodeled Direct Access Canal Home in Shell Harbor 
     •  3BR/3BA completely remodeled ground level home featuring 
         travertine floors and open kitchen
     •  Large boat dock able to accommodate sizeable boat or sailboat, 
         very short trip to the open waters of  the bay
     •  $1,595,000 EUR €1,439,205

1. Magazine Ready home in Sanctuary - Sanibel 
     •  5 BR/5.1 BA property situated on the bay & intercoastal waterway 
         and framed in by the signature 4th hole
     •  11,000sqft, top of the line finishes throughout, over a million dollars in updates

     •  $3,699,000 EUR €3,337,694
2. Direct Gulf views at Sundial East – Sanibel
     •  2 BR/ 2BA condo + den with views directly out to Gulf of Mexico
     •  Open kitchen w/ granite countertops, SS appliances, community 
         pool, tennis, beach access & more. Nightly rentals & dog friendly.
     •  $899,000 EUR €811,188
3. Gulf views at Loggerhead Cay – Sanibel
     •  2 BR/ 2 BA condo with updated kitchen and pet friendly policies 
     •  Community amenities: beach access, pool, grills, tennis & more. 
     •  $745,000 EUR €672,540

4. On East End Located Across Street from Beach w/ Boat Dock 
     •  3 BR/ 2.5 BA remodeled home with screen enclosed pool, large 
         backyard, and canal view
     •  Old Florida style home, 2nd floor master suite, community tennis & 
         dock. Offered mostly furnished.
     •  $1,375,000 EUR €1,245,527
5. Sea Oats-Short Walk to Beach 
     •  3BR/ 3BA home with open floor plan, large kitchen, enclosed pool 
         and large lanai
     •  Volume ceilings, custom millwork, and fully mitigated
     •  $899,000 EUR €811,188
6. Ground level home in Shell Harbor – Sanibel 
     •  3 BR/ 2.1 BA home situated on an oversized lot on Sanibel’s east end
     •  Dock, boatlift, new windows, and long canal views
     •  $995,000 EUR €897,811

10. Captiva Village home with stunning Gulf Views – Captiva 
     •  3 BR/4 BA fully remodeled home designed to take advantage of Gulf 
         views from every level
     •  Wood floors, stainless steel kitchen, stone fireplace, multiple lanais, large 

          master suite, grotto inspired pool with hot tub, wet bar and shower.

     •  $3,650,000 EUR €3,293,480
11. Long lake views on Lake Murex – Sanibel 
     •  4 BR/3.1 BA home on oversized lot with 2 story ceilings and great room

     •  Chef’s kitchen with 2 islands, gas fireplace, elevator, pool, and generator

     •  $1,299,000 EUR €1,172,118
12. Near Beach - Panoramic Views
     •  3BR/ 2.5 BA Island style home located across the street from the beach and Gulf

     •  Updated kitchen and bathrooms, screen enclosed pool with water views

     •  $1,295,000 EUR €1,169,046

NEW LISTING
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The Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club 
has been serving its community 
for more than 35 years, by 

raising funds to support worthy causes. 
Throughout the years, Rotarians have 
supported FISH of SanCap through its 
annual 10K race. 

The club also distributes annual 
scholarships for local youth, supports 

the Blessings in a Backpack program 
and the annual Dictionary Day, when 
every third grade student at Fort Myers 
Beach Elementary and The Sanibel 
Schools receive a dictionary. The club’s 
annual arts and crafts fair has became 
one of Southwest Florida’s premier 
juried art shows, and its primary 
fundraiser.

Sanibel-Captiva Rotary Club members with race committee members Ed Ridlehoover and 
Pete Bender, right photo provided

Longtime Family 
Business Devoted 
To Community

Bailey’s General Store is a family-
run business that has been 
devoted to the Sanibel Island 

community for more than a century. 
Bailey’s has provided fuel to the runners 
of the 10K Race 4 FISH – held each fall 

on Sanibel – and backpack-style bags 
for race day treats. These are some of 
the things the long-established business 
has done since the inaugural run 11 
years ago. 

“Since 1895, the Bailey family has 
been working to build the community 
on our island,” said Calli Johnson, 
who has previously been a runner in 
the 10K. “Three generations later, 
that drive and will to improve without 
harming our little piece of paradise still 
goes today.”

Callie and Bailey Johnson, center, with 10K race committee members, from left, Ed 
Ridlehoover, Diane Cortese, Pete Bender and George Campean photo provided

Rotary Club Shows Support

- Palm & Tree Pruning

- Palm & Tree Removal

- Stump Grinding

- Mangrove Trimming

- Preserve Management

- Arborist Consulting 
  Inspection & Reports

- Install of Palms & Trees 
  over 20 feet tall

• Landscaping 
• Rockscaping
• HOA Lawn Maintenance
• Commercial & Residential  
   Lawn Maintenance  
• Grass Installation
• Mulch Installation
• Firewood Delivery Services

239-345-8300
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Sundial Resort 
Supports Annual 
Race For FISH

Sundial Beach Resort & Spa 
showed its community spirit at 
the 10K Race 4 FISH this past 

October with a team of runners and as 
a sponsor. 

“We recognize and support the 
valuable programs FISH of SanCap 
administers within the Sanibel-Captiva 
community, and appreciate its multiple 
social service initiatives,” said Phillip 
Starling, general manager of Sundial 
Resort & Spa.

Team members from Sundial Resort & Spa with 10K Race for FISH committee members Pete 
Bender and Ed Ridlehoover, back left photo provided

BIG ARTS Names 
Annual Benefit 
Co-Chairs

BIG ARTS annual benefit will be 
held on March 27 and is co-
chaired this year by Kris Gurall 

and Nancy Traylor. Both are long-time 
Sanibel summer residents -– Gurall 
from her northern home in Lake 
Winnipesauke, New Hampshire, and 
Traylor from Evansville, Indiana. Gurall 
and Traylor have devoted their time and 
talent to many of community nonprofit 
organizations, from Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation to FISH of 
SanCap. 

“We are thrilled that Nancy and 
Kris have graciously agreed to co-chair 
the 2020 BIG ARTS annual benefit. 
We are so fortunate to have their 
wonderful leadership, especially during 
this ‘banner year’ for BIG ARTS”, said 
Susan Heisler, co-chair of the BIG 
ARTS board of directors. 

BIG ARTS spring concert benefit 
features the group Heart by Heart, 
which plays the music of the famous 
rock band, Heart. Formed in 1970 in 
Seattle, Washington, Heart sold over 
35 million records worldwide, including 
over 22.5 million in album sales in the 
United States. The band was inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
in 2013. Steve Fossen and Michael 
Derosier, bassist and drummer in the 
original band, were the inspiration 

for the new group, Heart by Heart. 
“Our mission is to perform the classic 
Heart music as faithfully as we can,” 
Fossen said. Heart by Heart presents a 
powerful, dynamic show that includes 
all the favorite Heart hits such as Crazy 
on You (1976), Magic Man (1976) and 
Barracuda (1977) as well as deep album 
cuts. 

For information, contact Annie 
Campbell at acampbell@bigarts.org, 
472-9700 ext. 308, or visit www.
bigarts.org.

Kris Gurall and Nancy Traylor
 photo by Impressions Photography

CLOSEST YOU WILL GET TO A CLOSEST YOU WILL GET TO A 
BEACH HOME FOR 1/2 THE PRICEBEACH HOME FOR 1/2 THE PRICE
3397 WEST GULF DRIVE A3397 WEST GULF DRIVE A
List Price $1,987,000List Price $1,987,000
MLS 2190299MLS 2190299
Located in the most Located in the most 
desirable area of Sanibel desirable area of Sanibel 
and only steps down your and only steps down your 
private boardwalk to the private boardwalk to the 
beach. Completely and beach. Completely and 
beautifully updated, this beautifully updated, this 
3-story beach home offers 3-story beach home offers 
amazing Gulf views from amazing Gulf views from 
3 floors.3 floors.

Open Custom Kitchen
3 Beds + Den

Vaulted Ceilings
4,287 Sq. Ft.

Wood Floors | 2 Car 
Garage

Gas Range | Pool

SANDALSSANDALS

239-470-4650
kirchnercn@gmail.com
ListedSWFL.comREAL ESTATE

PROFESSIONAL

Chris KirchnerChris KirchnerChris KirchnerChris Kirchner
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• Paver Sealing, Installation 
  & Repairs

• Travatine Sealing 

• Roof Sealing

• Gutters 

• Stripping

• Epoxy Flooring

• Pressure & Soft-washing

• Stamped Concrete
  Recoloring & Sealing

Always going above and beyond for customers 
and taking things to the next level!

Call Today!   239-265-3615
BeforeBefore AfterAfter

CLEANING AND SEALING
NEXT LEVEL

BeforeBefore BeforeBeforeAfterAfter AfterAfter

Family owned 
and operated

12 years 
experience

Affordable Affordable 
ISLANDISLAND
IrrigationIrrigation

Affordable 
ISLAND
Irrigation 239-738-9970

Get a Complete System Check Today!
• Routine System Checks
• Repair of Current System
• New Installations
• Water Audits & Leak Detection
• Residential or Commercial

AffordableIslandIrrigation@gmail.com

Under New Ownership

Thomas R. Louwers, MST
Tax Consulting & Accounting Services

Serving the Islands since 1978
has Affiliated with

BriersCPA, P. A.
Certified Public Accountants

Auditing, Bookkeeping, Tax & Consulting Services
1619 Periwinkle Way, Suite 102, Sanibel Island, FL  33957 • (239) 472-5152

As Christmas and Chanukah approach, I thought I’d write 
about faith. I appreciate how both holidays engender 
serenity and redemption in the face of brutality, shine light 

during times of darkness, and for their messages of hope. Yet we 
live in a time when people ridicule those of faith. 

Human beings have many faculties at their disposal. We have a 
brain to process information, emotions that move us and intuition 
that guides us. We have our sensory tools of sight, hearing, smell, 
taste and touch. So where does faith fit in?

Many don’t view faith as a basic human faculty, rather they 
see it more as the absence of reason. Others are even more cynical, claiming that faith 
is a sign of weakness, something to resort to when all else fails. In earlier times, cynics 
say faith was a necessity because man didn’t have science to help explain the laws of 
nature, but in the face of reason and all of man’s brilliant accomplishments, we have 
outgrown our need for faith. Isn’t faith simply a creation of our imagination to deal with 
issues we can’t comprehend?

We know how to access reason, as we have cultivated it our entire lives – at school, 
work and elsewhere. We are all born with faith, it’s a natural state. Young people 
readily accept notions they don’t understand because faith is inherent in all of us. 

Faith is not, however, to be confused with childish naiveté, gullibility or laziness. 
Children tend to lose faith as they grow older in our society, when they experience 
hypocrisy or have been lied to. The child, to protect himself, begins using reason alone 
to process ideas, effectively silencing his inner voice telling him that, even though 
something cannot be grasped with his hand or totally understood with his mind, it may 
exist.

We all realize that we can’t sense everything, yet know it exists, as two examples – 
radio waves and electricity. Yet we don’t allow ourselves to contemplate an omnipresent 
higher being, writing that off as fictional storytelling. 

Consider your family dog. He certainly possesses certain human-like qualities, 
including the ability to express certain emotions. Like us, he has the senses of sight, 
hearing, smell, taste and touch. Even as smart as he seems to be, he can’t operate a 
car, contemplate his future, solve a crossword puzzle or be amazed at the artistry of 
Mozart. His brain has certain limitations. 

Like our family pet, isn’t it possible that we also have limitations, albeit at a higher 
level? Can we not reason that human beings may be limited in some way that hides the 

Eternal from us? Could this incapability be by design? Is there a spiritual reality beyond 
that which we can see, feel, hear and touch? 

Using reason, we can contemplate the wonders of creation and begin to recognize 
the breadth of the infinite power responsible for it. Reason also leads us to understand 
the limit of human knowledge and how much is beyond our scope. Reason, therefore, 
can lead to faith. Well-developed reason arrives at the obvious conclusion that reality 
is far greater than that which we can experience with our senses and our intellect. We 
come to realize that this reality is not a product of our mind, but that our mind is a 
product of this reality. Reason may lead us to the door of this reality, but we need 
different tools to enter. 

Scientific reason is often used to explain away faith. Science and faith need not be 
mutually exclusive. Science is used to explain many things. It makes our lives more 
comfortable and makes us work more efficiently, but does it explain how to make our 
lives more meaningful? Science may explain the what and may even explain (partly) 
the how, but it never explains the why. One can therefore say that secular or scientific 
reason deals with what the universe is, while spiritual wisdom deals with why it is and 
what it means.

Faith isn’t always easy. As we wrestle with an uneasy past and an uncertain future, it 
may seem more comforting to cling to the lives we know. But the thirst for redemption 
is coupled with another trait that all humans share: hope. Hope for health and 
prosperity. Hope for justice and virtue. Hope for freedom from the darkness. 

Make your home a loving environment, make your office a place where generosity 
and compassion replace selfishness and aggression. Above all, share these ideas with 
your family and friends.

Merry Christmas and Happy Chanukah. 
Note: this column was almost entirely adapted from the book, Toward a Meaningful 

Life – The Wisdom of Rebbe Menachem Mendel Schneerson by Simon Jacobson. 
©2019 Craig R. Hersch. Learn more at www.sbshlaw.com.

Will Power

Of Faith And Reason
by Craig R. Hersch, Florida Bar Board Certified 
Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney; CPA

From page 1B

Brush Of Excellence
in looking through the camera lens.”

Rich also was presented with an 
honorarium provided by Andrea Koss in 
memory of her husband Kip, Darling’s 
grandson and torchbearer. The Brush of 
Excellence award is a tribute to Darling, 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial 
cartoonist, artist and conservation 
champion who had a winter home on 
Captiva.

A current resident of Shell Point 
Retirement Community, Rich is deeply 
attached to saving habitat for wildlife. In 
her 2019 book, The Courtship of Great 

Blue Herons, she wrote, “For more 
than one-million years, nature provided 
wilderness for life on Earth. Now, it is for 
us to resolve to protect and increase what 
nature has given us.”

Prior honorees of the Brush of 
Excellence include Jaye Boswell, 
Clyde Butcher, Jim Sprankle and Ikki 
Matsumoto.

Works of art by all five Brush of 
Excellence artists will be on exhibit 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to noon in the Bailey home at SCCF’s 
Bailey Homestead Preserve, located at 
1300 Periwinkle Way. The exhibit will 
remain on view through April; closed 
December 24 through January 1 for the 
holidays.
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ABWA Board 
Member Earns 
Service Award

Kelley Laird of New American 
Funding received the 5-year ABWA 
Service Award from Gloria Garrett 

of HMG, chapter president. Laird is 
an ABWA past president and a current 
member of the executive board.

“ABWA is a pivotal element in career 
management,” said Laird. “When I made 
the move from hospitality to mortgage 
loan origination, ABWA was there with 
networking, professional development 
opportunities and, most importantly, 
support and encouragement from women 
I respect.” 

“Kelley is the consummate professional 
and critical to our leadership team,” said 

Garrett. “She has a firm grasp on chapter 
history and obligations to the national 
organization, but when new ideas are 
needed, she always takes leadership. As 
innovation committee chair, she launched 
our popular Connections After Hours 
events, promoting sociable networking and 
meeting new people.”

ABWA welcomes the community to 
its monthly luncheons and to join in the 
discussion with the presenters showcased 
in the Women in Leadership Speaker 
Series. The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, January 28 at Sundial Beach 
Resort and Spa, located at 1451 Middle 
Gulf Drive on Sanibel. Networking 
starts at 11:30 a.m., with lunch and 
the guest speaker from noon to 1 p.m. 
Cost is $25 per person. RSVP at info@
ABWASanibelCaptiva.org, or register 
online at https://ABWASanibelCaptiva.
Eventbrite.com.

Gloria Garrett and Kelley Laird photo provided

John Grey Painting has been 
renovating, decorating and painting 
homes and businesses for more 

than 50 years. Veteran painter John 
Grey and his team also support their 
community through island nonprofit 
organizations, such as FISH of SanCap. 
The company was a sponsor of the 

annual 10K Race 4 FISH, held this fall. 
“We have been a part of this 

community for many years and our 
organizations like FISH make it a great 
place to live and work,” said Nate Grey, 
who is part of the business along with 
his brother, Derrick.

From left, race committee member Pete Bender, Mike Cohn of John Grey Painting, race 
committee member Nicole McHale, Nate and Derrick Grey of John Grey Painting, and race 
committee members Ed Ridlehoover, Roger Timm and Diane Cortese photo provided

Island Business Gives Back

• Rare Beach Front Home
• Amazing Gulf Views
• Beautifully Updated
• Open Custom Kitchen
• 4,287 Square Feet
• 3 Bedrooms + Den
• 3.5 Baths
• 2 Car Garage 
• Plus Much More
$1,987,000

• Amazing Waterfront 
Condo

• Rarely Available 
• Panoramic Views of Gulf, 

Redfish Pass, & Bay
• Countless Amenities 

• 2 Bedrooms
• 2 Baths

• 1,397 Square Feet
$1,700,000

Gulf Access Lot 1.29 Acres $947,000 Beautifully Updated 3/2 $565,400

Amazing Water Front $484,000 Direct Gulf Access $570,000

Please call me for an annual review to discuss your
overall health in real estate (free - no obligation).

239-470-4650
kirchnercn@gmail.com
ListedSWFL.com

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONAL

Chris KirchnerChris KirchnerChris KirchnerChris Kirchner

SOLD
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Is your Estate Plan providing
you COMFORT, CONFIDENCE  

& CLARITY?

Attorneys at Law

Sheppard, Brett, Stewart,
herSch, KinSey & hill  p.a.

9100 College Pointe Court 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
Phone 239.425.9383 
Fax 239.334.3965

www.sbshlaw.com

Craig R. Hersch
Florida Bar Board Certified Wills,  
Trusts & Estates Attorney, CPA

“Will Power” Columnist, The Island Sun

or a copy of one of our books,
visit estateprograms.com

For FREE 

Selecting who should serve as your trustee during your 

incapacity and, ultimately, after your passing is not as simple 

as you may think. Learn what characteristics to look for when 

choosing those who will handle the future of your estate.

Craig R. Hersch
Florida Bar Board Certifi ed Wills, Trusts & Estates Attorney, CPA

SELECTING YOUR TRUSTEE

online resources

Southwest Florida’s Leading 
Auto & Truck Service Facility

239-277-1004
1921 Courtney Drive • Fort Myers 33901

OPEN Monday - Friday 8am to 5:30pm • Saturday 8am to 4pm • Sunday Closed

www.LegendaryFL.com

any service 
that we offer

$25 Off
Limit one per customer, no cash  

value, cannot be combined with any 
other offer or discount.

We service all makes and  models, 
both foreign and  domestic.
Highly trained, Professional,  

and caring staff.
3 year/ 36,000 mile  

nationwide warranty.
Same day service in most cases.
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All Makes and 
Models both 
Foreign and 
Domestic

Google rated: 4.8

Frankly Speaking
by Howard Prager

Four things to 
report from 
last week: 

the Heisman, NFL 
teams eliminated 
from playoff 
chances, baseball’s 
staggering signings, 
and a touching 
football story on an 
ironic date. 

The Heisman. The most famous 
college football award. And without much 
surprise, it went to QB Joe Burrow of 
LSU, a quarterback who came into his 
own this year after transferring from Ohio 
State two years ago. The nation’s top-
rated passer, he led his team to the No. 1 
seed in the BCS Championship and won 
the 2019 Heisman Trophy Saturday. 
Burrow is on pace to set an FBS single-
season record for completion percentage 
(.779), along with 48 touchdowns and 
4,715 passing yards, both SEC records. 
He threw only six interceptions. Burrow 
is the fourth straight quarterback to win 
the award and the 12th to win it in 
the last 14 seasons. He is the second 
Heisman Trophy winner in LSU history. 
The other? Billy Cannon in 1959. The 
last SEC QB to win? Johnny Manziel 
from Texas A&M in 2012. 

According to NCAA records, Burrow 
won by the largest vote margin in 
Heisman history. His 2,608 points were 
1,846 more points than second-place 

finisher Jalen Hurts. Burrow also 
received 95.03 percent (841 out of 885) 
of possible first-place votes, breaking 
the record set by Ohio State QB Troy 
Smith in 2006 when he received 91.63 
percent of the votes. Burrow set new 
records for highest percentage of possible 
points (.938) and percentage of ballots 
received (.955). And just in case all those 
records aren’t enough, Burrow is the first 
Heisman winner in history to wear No. 
9. Let’s see how he fares in the BCS 
championship games and in the NFL 
draft. 

Speaking of the NFL, the Bears and 
Tampa Bay were both eliminated from a 
playoff berth last weekend. Leading the 
NFC are the Seahawks and Packers, who 
may be facing what New England has 
discovered, riding on the tailcoats of how 
well aging QB Aaron Rogers does. Like 
Tom Brady, Rogers always finds a way to 
win. The Ravens and Patriots are on top 
of the AFC. We’ll see if the last couple of 
weeks of the season provide any drama, 
and if these two teams and storied QBs 
face each other in this year’s Super Bowl. 

Baseball free agent signings continue 
to set new heights. One day after the 
Nationals re-signed their World Series 
super arm Stephen Strasburg for $245 
million, the Yankees signed Gerrit Cole 
who pitched so well for the Astros in 
the series, for $324 million. Not to 
miss out, former Nationals 3B Anthony 
Rendon signed with the Angels for $245 
million. All three happened to be clients 
of uberagent Scott Boras. Other deals 
happened too, but nothing in this mega 
realm. Madison Bumgarner got off pretty 

cheaply for $85 million. Cheap and $85 
million are not terms I often use next to 
each other. It seems that like baseball 
records, record salaries are meant to be 
broken. 

The good news sports story of the 
week is not about money, individual 
awards, or controversies. December 14 
was the seventh anniversary of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting. Most 
people in town mourn the victims of the 
mass shooting on that day. That’s how 
the day started. But it ended differently. 
Newtown High School won the state 
football championship, its first state title 
in 27 years. The team featured the older 
brother of one of the Sandy Hook victims 
as well as several players who attended 

Sandy Hook. That, in itself, is incredibly 
moving. 

The play that led them to victory was 
when Junior quarterback Jack Street fired 
a 36-yard pass through the fog and rain 
with three seconds left in regulation time 
of the Class LL state final that somehow 
reached senior wide receiver Riley Ward 
for the touchdown that will live forever in 
Newtown lore. Ward tossed his helmet 
in the air as uproar erupted after the 
storybook ending. “For a second, I was 
like the last one to run on the field, and 
I had nobody to hug, because I was 
like, ‘Wait, did that really just happen?’” 
Newton head coach Bobby Pattison said. 
“The great thing about football and sports

continued on page 23B

SPORTS QUIZ
1. Who was the first major-league player to hit a pair of home runs in an All-Star 

Game?
2. Name the last of the six major-league teams that longtime skipper (1967-88) Dick 

Williams managed.
3. Can you name two of the first three quarterbacks in SEC history to have at least 35 

passing and 35 rushing touchdowns during their career?
4. LeBron James played in eight consecutive NBA Finals (2011-18). Name two of the 

three players who played in more.
5. An American has been drafted No. 1 overall eight times in the history of the NHL 

Entry Draft. How many of them were selected between 2000 and 2019?
6. Who was the last Cup driver before Chase Elliott in 2018-19 to win back-to-back 

races at Watkins Glen?
7. Who was the last female tennis player younger than Coco Gauff in 2019 (15 years 

old) to win her first WTA tournament?

ANSWERS

1. Pittsburgh’s Arky Vaughn, in 1941.  2. The Seattle Mariners, in 1988.  3. Tim Tebow, Dak Prescott 
and Nick Fitzgerald.   4. Bill Russell (10 consecutive), Sam Jones (nine) and Tom Heinsohn (nine).  
5. Five.  6. Marcos Ambrose, in 2011-12.  7. The Czech Republic’s Nicole Vaidisova, who was a 
younger 15 when she won in 2004.
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DunesGolfSanibel.com • 949 Sand Castle Rd. • Sanibel Island, FL 33957

A  D A H L M A N N  P R O P E R T Y

Voted “Best Golf 
Course in Lee 

County” by 
GulfShore Life

Call 239-472-3355 for your
tee time. Present this ad when
you visit us to play and receive 

a complimentary sleeve of
golf balls.Golf & Tennis Club

Stunning 18-hole championship course
with seven Har-Tru tennis courts 

and Clubhouse restaurant with lounge 
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Doctor and Dietician

Brain Blood Flow

by Ross Hauser, MD  
and Marion Hauser, MS, RD

Brain fog is the inability to have a 
sharp memory or focus. Many of our 
patients report an inability to think 

clearly and just don’t feel like themselves. 
They tell us that their PCP said, “eh, 
you’re just getting older!” Gradual, slow 
decline in mentation does come with aging 
but not accelerated or severe brain function 
decline. Alzheimer’s Disease is not a 
normal “disease of aging.”

In addition to eating a fresh food-based 
diet, getting adequate rest, reducing stress 
and staying active, there is one other factor 
to consider: cervical instability (i.e. loose 
support structures in your neck that cause 
your cervical spine to move too much). 
When this happens, guess what? Patients 
may experience episodes of dizziness, 
fainting, mental blocks, brain fog, weird 
eye/ear sensations and, if left long enough, 
seizures or stroke. 

Because of our “face-down-lifestyles” 
(i.e. cell phone/device use), our necks 
are getting stretched, to the point that 
they can no longer hold up our heads 
properly. Many suffer with sore necks and 
shoulders, and find symptoms worsening. 
More severe situations may arise when 
moving the head right or left. This was 
the case for a recent patient who came 
from the Netherlands. He thought he 
had a severe case of hypoglycemia, so 
he was eating every few hours. Turned 
out that he experienced complete artery 
blockage when turning his head to the 
right and looking down. We documented 
this using Digital Motion X-ray (DMX) and 
Transcranial Doppler (TCD) studies in our 
office. You can imagine how he felt to 
discover this information.  

Dr. Hauser was our first patient to 
receive TCD testing in our office. We were 
amazed to find out that when he turned his 
head to the right and looked up, his study 
revealed complete blood flow blockage. 
For years during Ironman Triathlon 
training, he would experience dizziness 
during the swim. Now we know why.

What did he and the patient from the 
Netherlands do? Regenerated their loose 
cervical spines with prolotherapy and 
started posture exercises to improve their 
spinal curves. 

This information is not intended to 
treat, cure or diagnose your condition. 
Caring Medical Regenerative Medicine 
Clinics has two locations: one in Oak 
Park, Illinois, and one in Fort Myers. It 
was established in 1991 by Ross Hauser, 
MD, and Marion Hauser, MS, RD. They 
can be reached at info@caringmedical.
com.

We kicked off year three of Sanibel Shoes and Socks for 
Homeless Veterans and, we added additional drop-off sites.

Below are places that offer a drop-off box to deposit shoes and socks.

Sanibel Shoes & Socks
for Homeless Veterans

We will continue to collect shoes and socks for men and women from now until the 
Sunday before Christmas. If you want to give veterans the opportunity to get a job, 
bring dress shoes, work boots or sneakers and socks to one of the drop-off centers.

For more info, call 973-687-4826

SANIBEL
Bailey's General Store
The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club
American Legion Post 123
St. Isabel Catholic Church
Sanibel & Captiva Islands
   Chamber of Commerce
Kingfisher Real Estate
Bank of America
The Community House
Sanibel Fire and Rescue District
Sanibel Public Library
FISH of SanCap

FORT MYERS
St. Columbkille Catholic Church
PORT CHARLOTTE
WIKX Radio

Drop-Off Locations
November 30 to December 22

Beautifulife:

Holiday Sanity
by Kay Casperson

Are you 
starting to 
feel a bit 

of the holiday 
pressure? Does 
it seem like the 
lists are growing 
bigger every day? 
Maybe you’re 
feeling stressed 
about throwing 

a holiday party, a family function, or 
even deciding what to get for those on 
your gift list. Every year it seems that 
right when Thanksgiving hits, we are 
tossed into the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays. Black Friday comes, followed 
by Cyber Monday and boom, we find 
ourselves running like crazy from here 
to there, trying to get everything done 
on time.

If you are like me, you are probably 
waking up in the middle of the night 
thinking about all of the things that you 
need to accomplish. You are also most 
likely lacking in the sleep department. If 
you are a busy multitasker, you may be 
making plans for work functions, end of 
season celebrations, holiday shopping, 
kids Christmas parties, teacher gifts, 
Santa stuff, decorating and all the other 
things that come with the holidays.

Before you let the stress and anxiety 
creep up on you, I encourage you to 
stop right now, take a deep breath and 
try to put a few simple steps in place 
to keep the holidays sane and as stress 
free as possible.

List it – Make a list of events you 
need to plan for and what needs to 
get done to make them happen with 
success. Next, a list of people you 
want to remember for the holidays 
with cards, cookies, gifts, or even 
just a call to say hello with a cheerful 
wish. Remember to check things off 
when they are done, so you are feeling 
accomplished.

Me time – Carve out some time 
each day to breathe, move, exercise, 
or stretch to make sure you are being 
mindful of your body and health. After 
all, this is a time to think about others, 
but you need to make sure you take 
care of yourself.

Space it – Choose what you eat 

and drink wisely at parties and get 
togethers. Partake in moderation, so 
you don’t feel bad afterwards that you 
may have overindulged.

Enjoy – Most importantly, have fun 
and celebrate a festive, spiritual and 
meaningful holiday time with people 
that are special to you and who bring 
love and joy to your life.

My favorite affirmation for staying 
sane this holiday season is:

“I will keep the joy in my heart 
through the holidays and will focus on 
what is most important.”

Kay Casperson is a beauty and 
lifestyle expert, founder and CEO 
of Beautifulife by Kay Casperson. 
She owns resort spas on Sanibel and 
Captiva islands and manufactures 
beauty and lifestyle products sold 
across the country. To stay inspired, 
visit www.kaycasperson.com or follow 
on social media @kaycasperson.

From page 1B

CROW Fundraiser
event off-island for the community 
to learn more about CROW’s work 
and show their support for native and 
migratory wildlife.”

Tickets are $125 per person through 
the end of 2019. On January 1, the 
price will increase to $150 per person. 
Guests also have the option to be an 
Awesome Opossum Host by purchasing 
a table and filling it with seven of their 
closest friends or colleagues for $1,500. 
Host sponsors will receive entry for two 
for the Virginia Opossum VIP reception 
inside the Burroughs Home before the 
event with an exclusive meet-and-greet 
opportunity with CROW Animal 
Ambassador Mina, the great horned 
owl.

Tickets and host tables can be 
purchased online at www.CROWClinic.
org/articles/wild-about-crow. Other 
sponsors also include Northern Trust, 
as a Bronze Bobcat sponsor, Susan Ion 
Hogan, DDS, as the Southern Black 
Racer Valet sponsor and Uncommon 
Friends as the Habitat sponsor. 

For more information on becoming 
a sponsor, contact Mary Schoeffel at 
mschoeffel@crowclinic.org or 472-3644 
ext. 232.

The Burroughs Home and Gardens 
is located at 2505 First Street in 
downtown Fort Myers.



23BISLAND SUN - DECEMBER 20, 2019

   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
  Wishing you all the best of health
this holiday season and in 2020!

C ARING MEDIC AL FLORIDA

9738 Commerce Center Ct. 
Fort Myers, FL 33908
(239) 303-4069 
C ARINGM EDIC AL.COM

Ross Hauser, MD & Marion Hauser, MS, RD
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ISLAND PHARMACY
Voted Best Pharmacy on the Island 12 years in a row!

2330 Palm Ridge Rd., Unit 12 • Sanibel Island • 239-472-6188 • Fax 239-472-6144

     

Periwinkle Way

Palm Ridge

 Road

Periwinkle 

Way

Palm Ridge 
Place

JD Power Award

Heath Mart ®
PHARMACY

Pharmacist Reggie Mathai

Caring for you and about you
We are ready for all your needs with:
• Specially Formulated Bite & Itch Lotion
• Natural No-See-Um Repellent
• Rentals of Walkers, Wheelchairs & Crutches
• Special Orders Welcome
• Deliveries Available

CBD
Organic & Natural

Got A Problem? 
Dr. Connie Is In

by Constance 
Clancy

Q: My boyfriend 
keeps a lot of things 
from me, and I feel 
he is very secretive. 
Is this unhealthy?

A: Most of us 
have a secret or two 
that we wish to keep 
to ourselves and that 
is perfectly okay.

We have things from our past that we 
prefer not to share with others. Usually 
the secrets we keep to ourselves are 
situations that may make us look less 
favorable to others. It may be something 
like abusive, alcoholic, drug addicted, or 
incarcerated relatives and/or friends. It can 
be a plethora of things we don’t want to 
share.

The issue with being secretive about 
most things is that it can lead to emotional 
dysfunction. It simply isn’t healthy to keep 
so many secrets to oneself. Secrets are 
things that we tend to be ashamed of or 
something we are hiding from others to 
keep looking good on the surface. Sooner 
or later, secrets can and will be found 
out. It’s one thing to keep something a 
surprise, which is usually a good thing 
such as an engagement, party, vacation, 
etc.

You may want to confront your 
boyfriend and let him know that you are 

aware that he is keeping secrets, and it’s 
not healthy for him or your relationship. 
You may want to ask yourself if you are 
keeping secrets in your closet as well. 
Maybe your boyfriend can journal his 
secrets privately, as this can be a cleansing 
exercise and he could use a third person if 
he is worried about privacy. This way, he 
can have the freedom to keep a degree of 
security without feeling exposed.

Constance Clancy, EdD, LMHC, 
LPC, NCC is a licensed mental health 
therapist, hypnotherapist, author and 
holistic stress management instructor. If 
you have a question, email Constance 
at drconstanceclancy@gmail.com or visit 
www.drconstanceclancy.com.

Know The Signs 
Of Drug Abuse

Narconon reminds families that 
many people will be spending 
more time with family and friends 

around this holiday season. Be familiar 
with the signs that your loved one may 
be struggling with addiction to drugs or 
alcohol. Be mindful of the things that will 
actually tell you if they are doing well or 
not. If you notice that things aren’t right, 
you need to be prepared to confront your 
loved one and get them into treatment. 
You are giving them the gift of a new life.

For more information on how to 
confront your loved one, visit www.
narconon-suncoast.org/blog/how-to-
confront-your-addict-this-holiday-season.
html. Call 1-877-841-5509 for a no cost 
screening or referral.

deaRPharmacist

Lettuce 
Alternatives

by Suzy Cohen, RPh

Dear Readers:
We 

thought it was 
just romaine.

At this point, you 
should probably just 
throw out all your 
lettuce. It doesn’t 
matter if it came from 
Salinas, California 
because other states 

may be involved now. There have been 
over 100 reported cases across 23 states 
at the time of this writing. There is an 
official recall.

I’m not being an alarmist, Just the 
other day, we were told to trash those 
convenient bagged salad ‘kits’ because 
there are various types of lettuce in 
there, and some bags might have the 
contaminated E. coli leaves in it. The 
warning to consumers was about the 
brand called, Fresh Express Sunflower 
Crisp Chopped Salad Kits. Just days 
after that urgent concern, the FDA has 
announced it is looking into several other 
E. coli outbreaks linked to lettuce grown 
from other states. There are multiple 
strains of pathogens and, once infected, 
symptoms can show up between one day 
and a week later.

One quick thing, if you are supported 
on warfarin or other anticoagulants, 
please be aware that all salad greens 
are high in Vitamin K (some more 
than others), so do not change your 
diet without your doctor’s approval and 
supervision.

Here are some lettuce alternatives for 
those of you who wish to avoid romaine 
and other lettuces:

Rainbow or Swiss Chard – These 
have broad green leaves attached to a 
bright crimson red stalk. The red in the 
leaves and stalk is due to the natural dye 
“betalain” which is used for liver health. 
If you’ve ever cooked chard, you know 
this shrinks to nothing. You can fill a 
giant 16-quart pot with these, and by the 
time you’ve steamed it over five minutes, 
you’ll end up with a spoonful.

I once bought six of these at one 
time, and when I checked out at the 
supermarket, the cashier sarcastically 

asked me if I was going to eat all 
that myself. Without batting an eye, I 
quipped, “No I have a horse to feed!”

Spinach – Like all leafy greens, 
spinach is high in fiber and promotes 
regularity. It contains oxalates, and it is 
very rich in potassium which regulates 
blood pressure.

Radicchio – Radicchio is a small, 
round reddish-purple sphere and 
pairs well with greens in a salad. It’s 
way tastier than red cabbage. Add 
radicchio to your salad because it is 
high in Vitamin C, Vitamin K and other 
micronutrients.

Mustard Greens – Taste this green 
before chopping it into your salad, 
because most people have to acquire the 
taste. I must be weird, because I don’t 
mind eating it raw. If you lightly steam or 
blanche it, you will reduce the bitterness. 
This popular plant gives us mustard 
seeds, which can be turned into one of 
our favorite condiments.

Watercress – Very versatile and 
contains over 50 vitamins and minerals. 
Scientific data shows this can help 
prevent DNA cellular damage and, 
in that regard, perhaps slow the 
development of cancer. Sometimes 
people worry about the goitrogenic effect 
on iodine absorption, and subsequent 
production of thyroid hormone, but I 
think a little watercress is just fine.

This information is not intended to 
treat, cure or diagnose your condition. 
Suzy Cohen is the author of The 
24-Hour Pharmacist and is a registered 
pharmacist. To contact her, visit www.
SuzyCohen.com.

From page 20B

Frankly Speaking
in general is moments like this, it 
brings people together. These guys 
had an outstanding year. To win a 
state championship is a tremendous 
accomplishment, and these boys deserve 
it. They’re a great bunch.” The Newtown 
team was honored on Sunday Night 
Football. 

Sometimes sports can add some new 
and good memories at a painful time.

Howard Prager is the son-in-law 
of longtime columnist Ed Frank. 
Prager is a sports enthusiast from 
the Chicago area who also writes 
and blogs about leadership. Email 
comments or questions to press@
islandsunnews.com.



Emergency  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 911
Sanibel Police   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3111
Lee County Sheriff’s Office   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 477-1200
On Call Captiva Deputy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 477-1000
Fire Department - Sanibel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-5525
Fire Department - Captiva   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9494
Florida Marine Patrol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 332-6966
Florida Highway Patrol  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 278-7100
Poison Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-800-282-3171
Chamber of Commerce  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1080
City of Sanibel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4135
Administrative Office   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3700
Building Department  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4555
Planning Department   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4136
Library - Sanibel   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-2483
Library - Captiva   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .239-533-4890
Post Office - Sanibel   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1573
Post Office - Sanibel (toll free)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .800-275-8777
Post Office - Captiva  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1674
Sanibel Community Association  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-2155
Center 4 Life - Senior Center  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-5743
ARTS
Arcade Theater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 332-4488
Art League Of Fort Myers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 275-3970
BIG ARTS - Barrier Island Group for the Arts   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-0900
Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 278-4422
Fort Myers Symphonic Mastersingers .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  288-2535 
Gulf Coast Symphony  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 277-1700
Lee County Alliance for the Arts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 939-2787
Naples Philharmonic  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 597-1111
The Herb Strauss Schoolhouse Theater  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6862
Sanibel Music Festival  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .336-7999
Sanibel-Captiva Art League  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . sancapart .com
SW Florida Symphony   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 418-0996
Symphonic Chorale of SW Florida   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 560-5695
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
ABWA - American Business Women’s Assoc  .  . http://abwasanibelcaptiva .org 
American Legion Post 123  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9979
Angel Flight SE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1-877-4AN-ANGEL
Audubon Society  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3744
CHR Community Housing & Resources  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1189
Community Foundation of Sanibel-Captiva  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 274-5900
COTI Committee of the Islands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . coti@coti .org
CROW - Clinic For The Rehabilitation of Wildlife  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-3644
Democratic Club of the Islands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Demclubislands@gmail .com
Disabled Am Vets #108 (San-Cap Rep Ted Tyson) Help 211  .  .  .  .  . 984-5920
FISH OF SANCAP Neighbors Helping Neighbors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4775
FISH . OF SANCAP 24-hr service  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-0404
Sanibel Island Fishing Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-8994
Horticultural Society of the Islands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
Horticulture and Tea Society of Sanibel and Captiva   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-8334
Kiwanis Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 677-7299
League of Women Voters   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . sanibelLWV@gmail .com
Lions Club, Jeff MacDonald  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .302-521-1158
Master Gardeners of the Islands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
MOAA - Military Officers Assc . of America, Alex MacKenzie  .  .  .  . 395-9232
Newcomers   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-9332
Notre Dame Club of Southwest Florida   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 768-0417
Optimist Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-0836
PAWS - Protection of Animal Welfare Society   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4823
Rotary Club   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-7257 or 472-0141
Sanibel Bike Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .sanibelbicycleclub .org
Sanibel Beautification Inc .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 470-2866
Sanibel-Captiva Orchid Society  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-6940
Sanibel-Captiva Power Squadron   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www .sancapboating .club
Sanibel-Captiva Republican Caucus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-0819
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club  .  .  .  . facebook .com/sancapshellclub   267-7291
Sanibel Youth Soccer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . www .sanibelsoccer .org  .  . 395-2040
Shell Islands Garden Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 246-8875
United Way of Lee County   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 433-2000
United Way 211 Helpline 24 hour  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 211 or 433-3900 
Zonta Club  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 728-1971
ISLAND ATTRACTIONS
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 395-2233
JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife Refuge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-1100
Sanibel Historical Museum & Village   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 472-4648
SCCF Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .472-2329
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Haven on Earth Animal League

Baby Grey  
And Peloton

Hi There! We are Baby Grey (grey and 
white) and Peloton (black and white 
tuxedo). While we aren’t biological 

siblings, we’ve spent our entire lives together 
so we would really like to get adopted together. 
Baby Grey is a 6-month-old male, and Peloton is 
a 5-month-old female. We’ve been neutered and 
spayed and have all of our vaccinations. We are 
very playful and sweet. 

Baby Grey likes to give kisses, and will cuddle 

and sleep with 
you – just like a 
human child. Baby 
Grey needs a lot 
of attention and 
really needs to have 
another kitty around 
to help keep him 
company and play 
with him. Peloton 
is very easy going. 
They both get along 
great with other 
cats and would do 
well in a multi-cat 
household. Baby 
Grey has extremely 
soft fur and feels 
like a marshmallow, 
while little Peloton 
is sleek and shiny. 
Peloton has a white 
tip at the end of her 
tail. 

Come see us at the PetSmart on Six Mile 
Cypress Parkway in Fort Myers.

We are being cared for by Haven on Earth 
Animal League. For more information, 
call Diane at 860-833-4472 or email 
havenonearthanimalleague@yahoo.com.

Peloton

Baby Grey

Lee County Domestic Animal Services

Zorro And Maya

Hello, my name is Zorro. I am a 3-year-old 
male hound mix who came to LCDAS 
with my brother Kirby who has since been 

adopted. My greatest wish is to find my new 
family in time to spend the holidays in my forever 
home. I am an energetic, handsome boy who 
is full of love. You will surely fall in love with me 
when you meet me. I love to flip my toys in the air 
in the play yard, and it is so much fun to watch.

My adoption fee is $50.
Hi, I’m Maya. I am a 1-year-old female 

domestic medium hair who is even more beautiful 
when you see me in person than in my picture 
(which seems quite impossible, but true). I have a 
fluffy, fox-like tail that I sway back and forth while 
strutting my stuff around the cat room. I am a 

free spirit who prefers to roam around rather than 
being held. I get along with the other cats, so I am 
perfect to take advantage of the adopt-one-get-a-
feline-friend free promotion.

My adoption fee is $10 with the BOGO offer.
Lee County Domestic Animal Services 

(LCDAS) is celebrating the upcoming holiday 
season with a Gift Giving Tree. The tree in the 
adoption lobby at LCDAS is decorated with 
ornaments with a wish list of gifts for the shelter 
pets. Visitors may pick one up and return them by 
Saturday, December 21 to help make the animals 
holiday a little brighter. The ornament is yours to 
keep for your tree! Visit www.leelostpets.com to 
view all pets currently available and adoption fees.

The shelter is open to the public Monday 
through Saturday at 5600 Banner Drive in 
Fort Myers. Adoptions are available 10:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For 
information, visit Lee County Domestic Animal 
Services at www.leegov.com/animalservices or 
call 533-7387.

Zorro ID# A799083

Maya ID# A802162



PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

TRAVEL

PAINTING

Residential & Commercial Painting

COLOR  SCHEMES
on request from

Sanibel Home Furnishings

- Power Washing
- Wallpaper Hanging
- Faux Finishing
- Free Estimates
- Interior & Exterior
- Dependable
- Reliable
- Licensed & Insured
Lic #S3-11944

With your contract
a donation to your  

favorite charity will be made.

395-3928  Cell: 841-4302

POOL SERVICE & REPAIR

239-699-6279

24/7 emergency repair service. 
Free estimates for weekly service and repairs! 

Deep-End
Pool Service
25 years experience
License # CPC1457386

• Pool Heater Specialist
• Sales Service &

Installation of 
All Brands

• FREE Estimates

WINDOW CLEANING

10831 Sunset Plaza Cir #107
Fort Myers, FL  33908
service@islandviewclean.com

Office:  239-313-7930
Cell:  239-292-7033
Fax:  239-267-7855

NEW HOMES, REMODELING & ADDITIONS

• New Homes
• Consulting

• Remodeling
• Contracting

P.O. Box 143
Sanibel Island, FL

Phone: 239-472-2601
Fax: 239-472-6506

CONSTRUCTION

• Custom Home Building|Remodels
• Design Service Available • Sanibel Owned & Operated
Office Phone & Fax
239-472-6711

Joseph Mills Lic. #CBC058789
William Mills Lic. #CBC058788

MILLS BROTHERS BUILDING CONTRACTORS

GLASS

2416 Palm Ridge Road
Sanibel Island, FL 33957

Phone: (239) 472-0032
Fax: (239) 472-0680

Insured Licensed
# S2-11975

Stevens & Sons Glass
Replacement Impact Windows & Sliding Doors, 

Mirrors, Tub & Shower Enclosures, Store Fronts, 
Porch Enclosures, French Doors, Plate Glass

Specialists in impact condo complex replacement

PLUMBER

Plumbing repairsPlumbing repairs
Sewer and drain cleaningSewer and drain cleaning
Water heaters Water heaters •• Back flow  Back flow 

Sewer camera, jetting and repairSewer camera, jetting and repair

239-395-2689
Sanibel owned and operated Lic S1-18245

Island Locksmith
Serving Sanibel & Captiva
Islands Since 1976
"Veteran Owned & Operated"

2340 Periwinkle Way, J-3
Behind Village Shops
239-472-2394
IslandLocksmith@yahoo.com

www.sanibelislandlocksmith.com

LOCKSMITH

CONSTRUCTION    

Ulrich Building CompanyUlrich Building Company

• New Construction
• Remodeling & Additions
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• Windows & Doors
• Exterior Stairs & Decks
• Crown Moldings & Trim

Celebrating 10 Years on Sanibel

Sanibel Family Owned & Operated
Patrick & JoAnne Ulrich

239-896-7116
ulrichbuilding@gmail.com

#CRC1331575

POOL CLEANING, SERVICE & REPAIR  

40 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Specialists In 

Residential & Commercial Pools
Fast, Reliable Service & Repair

n Next Day Installation  
of Equipment

n Retail Location 
off Periwinkle

n Free Estimates
n After Hours  

Emergency Service

ICMSanibel@yahoo.com
www.ICMpools.com

CPC 1458912

island condo
maintenance

Veteran Owned & Operated

Call Us Today

472-4505
BRICK PAVERS

Lee County Lic. # IP06-00664
Sanibel Lic. # S3-14729

239-560-1199
timsmithbrickpavers@gmail.com
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CONSTRUCTION/REMODELINGTELEVISION   ELECTRICAL

204-B Waldo Avenue, 
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

generator@jteelectricinc.com

Brady J. Rees
Generator and Service Expert

T | 239-368-9511
C | 239-980-1596

Lee, Collier, Hendry, 
Charlotte, Sarasota Counties

Lic.# EC-13002460

SERVICE • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • REMODEL 

IMPACT WINDOWS & DOORS/GLASS

Phone: 239-267-5858       Fax: 239-267-7855
www.windowsplusllc.com

10831 Sunset Plaza Circle, Unit 107   Fort Myers, FL 33908
E-mail: office@windowsplusllc.com

Lic. SCC 131151273

“SWFL Window and Door Specialist”

Windows
Plus

LANDSCAPE 

Bonny’s Blooming Gardens
239 822-1939

For all your
landscaping needs

Landscape Design and Installation
Beautiful Palms and Tropicals

Landscape and Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming Services

Mulch Application
Property Clean up & more!

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE

Gateway Accounting &  
Tax Services, Inc 
 We pickup on Sanibel 

 Mindi Smedley 
 EA, MSAT, CAM, Notary 
 mindis@gatewayaccountingtax.com 

 12220 Towne Lakes Dr #85 
 Fort Myers, FL 33913 
 239-236-4559

PAINTING

complimentary estimates • insured
license #pt000286 • cc44340 • Sanibel 53-11844

www.RONSPAINTING.cOm

quality without question
owner does the work

Since 1986

Specialized Services

239•275•0425

• ReSIdeNTIAl ANd cOmmeRcIAl

• INTeRIOR PAINTING

• exTeRIOR PAINTING

• decORATIve FAux FINIShING

• PReSSuRe cleANING

• deSIGNeR cOlOR cONSulTATIONS

• cuSTOm cAbINeT PAINTING

HEALTH INSURANCE

CAR DETAILING

Call Bryan 239-284-3639

Professional 
Car Wash, Wax & Detail By hanD

Exterior & Interior Cleaning. Tire Dressing
No job too big or too small

I come to your Home, Condo, or Hotel

Reasonable
Rates

Sanibel & Captiva Islands & South Fort Myers 

SatisfactionGuaranteed

TREE & LAWN CARE

A Full Service Landscape Company

239-896-6789

• Landscape Design, 
 Install & Maintenance

• Tree Trimming by an
	 ISA	Certified	Arborist

•	Professional	Irrigation
	 Repair	&	Installation

• Licensed & Insured 
	 Home	Watch	Services

•	Residential	&	Commercial

www.enviromow.net 
EnviroMow@outlook.com

IRRIGATION  

239-738-9970

Get a Complete System Check Today!
• Routine System Checks
• Repair of Current System
• New Installations
• Water Audits & Leak Detection
• Residential or Commercial

Affordable Affordable 
ISLANDISLAND
IrrigationIrrigation

Affordable 
ISLAND
Irrigation

AffordableIslandIrrigation@gmail.com

Under New Ownership

HOME WATCH   

Epoxy/Urethane Floor Coatings  
Pool, Deck & Dock Resurfacing  

Stamped Concrete Overlays   
Waterproofing, Residential & Commercial 

www.garagefeet.com      |    info@garagefeet.com

239-931-3108
FLOOR COATINGS COMPANION CAREGIVER

Light house-keeping, shopping,  
errands, transportation, etc.

Spanish and English Speaking
adrianabolen8919@hotmail.com

*Excellent references and a loving heart*

Adriana Care Taker Inc.
Caring Companion Caregiver

Adriana Bolen
(239) 839-3984



Answer on page 30B

Find At LeAst six diFFerences Between PAneLs

SUDOKU
To play Sudoku: 
Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 
1 through 9 (the same 
number cannot appear 
more than once in a 
row, column or 3x3 
box.) There is no 
guessing and no math 
involved, just logic.

Answer on page 31B
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY
CUSTOM APPAREL PRESSURE WASHING

NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

State Certified CGC024853 Over a 1,000 homes built since 1980

239-728-2143
www.MYLHS.com

AIR CONDITIONING

LAWN AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES

Modern Cuts of SWFL Inc.
239-896-2443

Lic #20-20120
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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

We do it all from repairing a door to adding a 2nd Floor
New Construction Too

P. O. Box 922  •  Sanibel, FL 33957  •  Fax (239) 472-8449

DeCorte Four
Custom Home Builders, Inc.

Ron DeCorte
#CBC058483

Ph (239) 472-8446
DeCorteFour.com

TREE TRIMMING, ARBORIST

Licensed, insured, workers compensation 

Arbor Specialist Since 1995

• Tree Trimming • Tree Removal 
• Stump Grinding

239-910-3256
info@treewestfl@gmail.com
www.treewestflorida.com

P.O. Box 564, Sanibel, FL 33957

“Tell A   Friend”

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

New Construction  
& Remodels

CGC1517615

www.dbrowngc.com239-593-1998

A BBB Accredited
Business with an +A Rating 

DESIGN AND REMODELING

ARTISTIC INTERIORS INC.

CALL CHRIS BORING @
239-989-6122
BORINGDESIGNSO6
@EMBARQMAIL.COM
Lic#RG291 103860, SI 16371

DESIGNING AND REMODELING-
FROM CONCEPT TO COMPLETION

QUALITY REMODELING AND
SERVICE

“WE DON’T JUST DO REMODELING, WE CREATE ARTWORK”

ROCK, MULCH, PLANTS

rock, mulch,rock, mulch,plantsplants
Landscape Nursery & SupplyLandscape Nursery & Supply

239-337-7256239-337-7256
gulfcoastlandscapenursery.comgulfcoastlandscapenursery.com

South Fort MyersSouth Fort Myers

COSMETICS

Skin Care, Sunscreens, 
Glamour, Hand & Body 
Care, Fragrances

Ind. Sr. Sales Director
marykay.com/mbutcher
904 Lindgren Blvd., Sanibel, FL 33957
239-395-0978 / 317-509-6014   

Maggie Butcher
Contact me to defy aging.

MEDICAL SERVICES

DR. ROBERT FISHER
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN

239-470-2066

robertfisherdc@gmail.com
1619 Periwinkle Way, Unit 101

Sanibel,  FL  33957

INTERIOR DESIGN

Decorating on 
the Island
since 2005

O 239.312.8800 I C 239.222.0148 

DESIGN@BRIDGETINTERIORS.COM
WWW.BRIDGETINTERIORS.COM 
1633 PERIWINKLE WAY SUITE C & D
SANIBEL FL 33957
Located at the Anchor Point Plaza

Bridget Vandenburgh
INTERIORS, INC.
Allied A.S.I.D.

Please visit us in our  
new expanded showroom!

M-F 10AM-5PM or by Appointment

REALTOR

Alan B. Fisher
REALTOR®

c - 504-919-2770
alan131@icloud.com

1149 Periwinkle Way
Sanibel, FL 33957
o - 239-472-0176

“When Only The Best Will Do!”

www.alanfisher.jnarealestate.com 

HOME SERVICES

P.O. BOx 1050 • SaniBel • FlOrida 33957
www.iSlandhOmeService.cOm

inFO@iSlandhOmeService.cOm

PhOne: (239) 472-5247 • cell: (239) 229-6366

Juergen Schreyer
Owner

yard Service • Tree Service • POOl Service

hOme waTch • cleaning Service

ISLAND HOME SERVICE

CLEANING SERVICES

Jennifer Watson
(239) 810-6293

brightntidy@gmail.com 
Licensed & Insured

Professional Cleaning Services 
Residential & Commercial
Construction Clean Up 
Interior Windows
Home Watch 

BUILDING AND DESIGN  LEAK DETECTION

LEAK DETECTION SERVICES 
1J9-1JJ-7J07 

Paul Harris
Owner leakdetectionrepairs@gmail.com 

REAL ESTATE

TREE TRIMMING
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED  

SCRAMBLERS 

My Stars ★★★★★★★★
FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 23, 2019

Aries (March 21 to April 19) Make 
your holiday preparations one step at a 
time in order to avoid being overwhelmed 
and leaving things undone. That confusing 
family situation continues to work itself 
out.

Taurus (April 20 to May 20) Ease this 
year’s holiday money pressures by letting 
your thrifty side guide you as you look 
for those perfect gifts that typically reflect 
your good taste and love of beauty.

Gemini (May 21 to June 20) You’ll 
have a good handle on potential holiday 
problems if you delegate tasks to family 
members, friends or co-workers – most 
of whom will be more than happy to help 
out.

Cancer (June 21 to July 22) Right 
now you are especially vulnerable to 
holiday scams that seek to take advantage 
of your generosity. Best advice: Check 
them out before you send out your checks.

Leo (July 23 to August 22) The 
upcoming holiday season gives the Big 
Cat much to purr about. Relationships 
grow stronger, and new opportunities 
loom on the horizon, just waiting to be 
pounced on.

Virgo (August 23 to September 22) A 
changing situation brings conflicting advice 
about how to go forward with your holiday 

plans. Your best bet: Make the decision 
you feel most comfortable with.

Libra (September 23 to October 22) 
Holiday plans get back on track after some 
confusion about the direction you expected 
to take. A potentially troublesome money 
matter needs your immediate attention.

Scorpio (October 23 to November 
21) Your holiday preparations are on 
track. But you need to confront a personal 
situation while you can still keep it from 
overwhelming everything else.

Sagittarius (November 22 to 
December 21) Tight financial matters 
ease a bit during this holiday season. But 
the sagacious Sagittarian is well-advised 
to keep a tight hold on the reins while 
shopping for gifts.

Capricorn (December 22 to January 
19) Don’t put off making decisions about 
this year’s holiday celebrations, despite the 
negative comments you’ve been getting 
from several quarters. Do it NOW!

Aquarius (January 20 to February 18) 
The holidays will bring new friends and 
new opportunities. Meanwhile, be careful 
to use your energy wisely as you go about 
making holiday preparations.

Pisces (February 19 to March 20) 
There’s good news coming from a most 
unlikely source. And it could turn out to be 
one of the best holiday gifts you have had 
in years. Remember to stay positive.

Born This Week: You are respected 

for your honesty and loyalty. You make 
friends slowly – but with rare exceptions, 
they’re in your life forever.

• On Dec. 28, 1793, British-born 
American revolutionary Thomas Paine, 
author of “Common Sense,” is arrested 
in France for treason, having been tried 
in absentia and convicted. Paine was 
imprisoned in a former palace, where 
he had a large room with windows and 
catered meals.

• On Dec. 24, 1851, a fire sweeps 
through the Library of Congress and 
destroys two-thirds of Thomas Jefferson’s 
personal literary collection. Jefferson had 
sold his personal library of 6,487 books 
to Congress after the British burned the 
Congressional library in 1814.

• On Dec. 23, 1888, Dutch painter 
Vincent van Gogh, suffering from severe 
depression, cuts off the lower part of his 
left ear with a razor. He later documented 
the event in a painting titled “Self-Portrait 
with Bandaged Ear.”

• On Dec. 27, 1900, prohibitionist 
Carry Nation smashes up a bar in Wichita, 
Kansas, causing extensive damage and 
landing in jail. Nation became famous for 
carrying a hatchet and wrecking saloons, 
and sold souvenir hatchets to help fund 
her anti-alcohol activities.

• On Dec. 29, 1915, the French 

National Assembly passes a law formally 
ceding the land that holds the British war 
cemeteries to Great Britain, ensuring that 
its saddest and most sacred monuments 
would be forever protected.

• On Dec. 26, 1946, infamous 
gangster Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel opens 
his Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas. The 
grand opening was a flop, however, and 
the casino lost $300,000 in the first 
week. The hotel was named after Siegel’s 
girlfriend, whose nickname was “The 
Flamingo” because of her red hair and 
long legs.

• On Dec. 25, 1962, “To Kill a 
Mockingbird,” a film based on the novel by 
Harper Lee, opens in theaters. The Great 
Depression-era story of racial injustice and 
the loss of childhood innocence is told 
from the perspective of a young Alabama 
girl named Scout Finch.

• It was Polish chess grandmaster 
Savielly Tartakower who made the 
following sage observation: “Victory goes 
to the player who makes the next-to-last 
mistake.”

• Worldwide, herbivores kill more 
people than carnivores.

• Bulletproof vests, fire escapes, 
windshield wipers and laser printers all 
were invented by women.

• Japanese scientists have discovered 

STRANGE BUT TRUE

MOMENTS IN TIME

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

POPULAR RENTAL 
LOCATION ON SANIBEL

Call Judy at 239-851-4073.
6/21 ☼ TFN

COMMERCIAL UNIT 
FOR RENT

East End of Sanibel in Punta Ybel Plaza. 
Perfect for Office or Small Retail.

Call Dee at 472-0121, leave a message.  
7/13 ☼ TFN

PELICAN PLACE 
SHOPPING CENTER
Palm Ride Road on Sanibel 

3 units available or combined 2,400 sq. ft. 
(2 at 700 sq. ft., 1 at 1,000 sq. ft). 

Call 703-593-7024
6/21 ☼ TFN

SERVICES OFFERED

A Full Service Landscape Co.
• Landscape Design, 
Install & Maintenance,

• Tree Trimming by a Licensed Arborist
• Professional Irrigation Repair

• Licensed & Insured Home Watch Service
Residential & Commercial

239-896-6789 
11/29 ☼ TFN

ALTERATIONS BY HAZELLA
Reliable and Experienced

Reasonable Prices
Pick Up & Delivery Available

239-472-8655
8/30 ☼ TFN

ROGER NODRUFF ELECTRIC
Dock Lighting, affordable LED conversion. 

FPE panel replacement, Landscape 
Lighting. Generator Sizing, etc, etc, etc.

Call or text Roger 239-707-7203
State License #13002788

4/20 ☼ TFN

SCARNATO LAWN SERVICE
Lawn Service, Shrubs and Tree Trimming 
Weeding, Installation of Plants, Trees and 
Mulch (one month free service available)

Joe Scarnato (239) 849-6163
scarnatolawn@aol.com

1/25 ☼ TFN

MID CENTURY FURNITURE 
Danish, Modern, Teak and/or made

in the USA during 1950s, 60s and 70s.
Send photos to Joyldupree@AOL.com

or text 941-313-5427. I make housecalls 
and pay up front/not consignment.

Call Joy 941-313-5427 with questions. 
Retro Home Furnishings, 

12717 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers.
Open Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

10/11 ☼ 4/3

LOOKING TO BUY

LOST AT 
TASTE OF THE ISLANDS

JIMINY CRICKET 
NECKLACE CHARM/PIN

About 1½ inches tall, 
Sterling Silver base with 
colored stones made into 

Jiminy Cricket. 
If you found this, 
please contact

B. Curtis at 239-472-5490 or Email 
bjcurtis@comcast.net. 

Reward offered for return.
11/15 ☼ TFN

LOST AND FOUND

ANNUAL RENTAL

FORT MYERS
GULF HARBOUR YACHT & 

COUNTY CLUB TOWNHOUSE
3 Bed, 3½ Bath + Den/Office, 
Unfurn. 2 Car on 16th Green. 

Golf, Tennis/Spa avail.
$2,375 a month. 
239-634-0258
239-233-2930

11/01 ☼ TFN

PRESTIGIOUS 
WEST GULF DRIVE

Elevated Duplex, 2,000 Sq. Feet, 
Private Beach Access, 3BR, 2 Bath,

LR, DR, open floor plan, 2 car garage, 
vaulted ceilings, 2 lanais, loft, 

no pets, no pool, 
$2,650.

Call 239-910-6430.
10/11 ☼ TFN

ANNUAL RENTAL

Call
472-6747

Serving The Islands Rental Needs Since 1975
Gulf Beach Properties, Inc.

12/20 ☼ TFN

UPDATED 2/2 UF CONDO
Close to Sanibel & FM Beach, this

Ground level condo has new
Wood vinyl in LR, new Carpet in BR’s,

Full size W/D, in unit,
overlooks courtyard, view of lake.
Clubhouse, pool, exercise, etc.

$1,300/mo.

Island Vacations
Of Sanibel & Captiva

Million $ Views Await You!
• Cottages • Condos • Homes •
Miles of Beaches & Bike Paths

239-472-7277
1-888-451-7277

1/4 ☼ TFN

2427 Periwinkle Way 
Sanibel, FL 33957 

Local: (239) 472-6385
Toll Free: (800) 472-5385

Fax: (239) 472-5858
www. cottages-to-castles.com

1/26 ☼ TFN

VACATION RENTAL

SEASONAL RENTAL

EAST END ON CANAL
GROUND LEVEL

3 BR, 2 BA, Sleeps 8
Large enclosed lanai and pool

Deep water access
Dog friendly

239-472-3458 or 
319-651-9132

mknake@aol.com
12/20 ☼ TFN

To advertise in the
Island Sun 

and 
The Riverv Weekly News

Call 395-1213
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Top 10 Real Estate Sales

Courtesy of Royal Shell Real Estate

SUDOKUKING CROSSWORDSUPER CROSSWORD MAGIC MAZE

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Hortoons
that the human body emits a very slight, 
yet perceptible, glow. After using a special 
camera to study a sample of men in their 
20s, they found that intensity of the glow 
varies, with the lowest point at around 10 
a.m. and the brightest at 4 a.m.

• In 1743, a hand-operated elevator 
was installed in the palace of Versailles. 
Louis XV used it to visit Madame de 
Chateauroux, his mistress.

• Due to a quirk in the transition from 
one kind of calendar system to another, 
nobody was born between Oct. 4 and 
Oct. 15 in continental Europe in the year 
1582.

• If you’re like me, social situations can 
be a nightmare of trying – and usually 
failing – to remember the names of all 
your new acquaintances. The next time 
you find yourself struggling to name the 
person you’re conversing with, you can 
always segue into this interesting tidbit: 
The inability to remember names is 
technically known as anomia.

• In ancient Japan, towns would have 
public contests to see who could break 
wind the loudest and the longest. Prizes 
were awarded.

• It is possible for a fetus in the womb 
to get hiccups.

“Doctors are the same as lawyers; the 
only difference is that lawyers merely rob 
you, whereas doctors rob you and kill you 
too.” – Anton Chekhov

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Subdivision City Year Built Square Footage Listing Price   Selling Price   Days On Market

McGregor Isles Fort Myers 1992 5,888 $2,495,000 $2,435,000 16

Sanibel Estates Sanibel 2005 3,650 $2,450,000 $2,400,000 53

Cape Harbour Cape Coral 2015 3,175 $1,300,000 $1,225,000 48

Siesta Isles Fort Myers Beach 1984 2,584 $1,295,000 $1,200,000 48

Town And River Fort Myers 1975 3,044 $1,275,000 $1,100,000 231

Edgewater Fort Myers 2001 3,229 $1,200,000 $1,205,000 2

Marina Isle Bonita Springs 2000 3,540 $1,199,000 $1,199,000 100

Old Pelican Bay Fort Myers Beach 2002 3,119 $999,900 $950,000 211

Alva Alva 2005 3,554 $995,000 $950,000 86

Bonita Lakes Bonita Springs 2012 3,128 $879,000 $850,000 33
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FOR PROPERTIES OF PRESTIGE & PREFERENCE
McMurrayandMembers.com | Info@McMurrayandMembers.com | Mike: 239.850.7888

BUY  SELL

LET US
HELP YOU

THESE FINE
PROPERTIES.

932 WHELK DR., SANIBEL

GULF & BAY ACCESS 
• Remodeled 3 BR, 3 BA, Canal Front
• Tropical Vegetation Offers Privacy
• Pool/Spa, Deeded Beach Access, dock & lift 
$1,165,000

11555 WIGHTMAN LANE

CAPTIVA ISLAND BEACH HOME
• Gorgeous Sunsets, Walk to Shops & Dining
• Beautifully Decorated, Fully Furnished
• Floor-Ceiling Impact Windows, Copper Roof, 
    Wood Floors
$3,849,000

1230 BAY DRIVE

SANIBEL HARBOR
• True “Old Fla” 3BR 2BA perfect island dream home
• Deep water boating access w/ updated pool and deck
• Amazing views, modern finishes & lush, tropical 
    vegetation 
$1,649,000

5089 SANIBEL-CAPTIVA ROAD

PRIVATE ISLAND GETAWAY
• 3/4 BR, 2 BA, Pool & Spa
• Quite oasis on West End
• Large Deck & Game Room
$749,999

LAZY FLAMINGO PLAZA

THE VILLAGE OF “SANTIVA”
• Rare Opportunity to own Incredible “Landmark” 
• waterfront commercial real estate location on Sanibel 
    & Captiva Island
• Original World Famous Lazy Flamingo, The Sunset 
    grill and general store 
$8,500,000

4630 RUE BAYOU

CHATEAUX SUR MER 
• Steps to Beach, Private Setting on 1 1/2 Lots 
• 4 BR 4,5 BA, Pool & Spa
• Elevator, Fireplace, 2 Master Suites, Newer Roof
$1,495,000

2462 WULFERT ROAD

SANCTUARY CC LOT 
• Overlooks the 15th fairway w/ great views of golf course 
• Fantastic community amenities &social events 
• 5-10 minutes from the beautiful Gulf of Mexico beaches 
$229,000

2268 WULFERT ROAD

SANCTUARY CC SIGNATURE RESIDENCE
• 4 BR, 5.5 BA, 5,368 S.F., Golf Course Views 
• Championship golf Tennis, Restaurant 
• Amazing great rm w/ soaring ceiling, 2 large master 
    suite, large open kitchen, walk-in wine cellar 
$1,995,000
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